
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

The views of articles in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the  
Midsomer Norton Methodist Church or the Editor.   

© Reproduction of any item in this publication may only be with  
the permission of the Editor, 01761 412654. 

Your editor, Martin B. Dymond (martinbdymond@hotmail.com) is a mem-
ber of ACE (Association for Church Editors - www.ac-editors.co.uk), and is 
a founder member of S.C.E.N.E.S (Supporting Church Editors in N. E. 
Somerset).  As a Church we subscribe to Methodist E-News and Parish 
Pump, but look to our readers to submit items of interest. 
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If this is your first time with our Newsletter, you are warmly  
invited to attend any of the meetings or events described. 

If you would like a regular ‘labelled’ copy of The Ambo please leave  
your name and address details with the Receptionist or a Steward. 
The Ambo can be posted if a book of postage stamps is supplied 

 

From my grandfather’s writings of 1898: 
 

Jesus did not create religion; it is a human instinct. 

This month’s cover was sponsored by 
Rev. David W. Watson. 

 
The Nativity Scene was made by Church members. 

 
Photographs © Martin B. Dymond. 
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
This year’s bazaar started in cold, 
wet weather, but the steady flow of 
people kept the stallholders and 
refreshment counter busy, as well 
as the face painting and Father 
Christmas, and children’s activities 
on the sidelines.     

The band 
played  
outside!!! The 
rest of the 
story can be 
told in the pictures. 

The grand 
total at the 
time of going 
to print is £2,977.   

Thank you one and all. 



 

 

I t was a beautiful sunny day 
and we had a scenic ride on the 
coach going to Trowbridge on 
1st November.  We enjoyed 
meeting up with members from 
other churches in the Bath Section of 
our District and received a warm wel-
come from the minister who shared a 
lovely buffet lunch with us all. 
 Straight after lunch we joined the 
celebration service in the church, ably 
led by Mrs Jill Early.  Mrs Jean Wil-
kins explained to us how Network 
came into being when a small group of 
compassionate women wanted to sup-
port the work of home and overseas 
missions and other causes by doing 
something practical.  Over the years 
the work has grown and Network has 
become a large organisation and has 
raised a tremendous amount of money 
for overseas work.  This has been a 
great source of enabling, encouraging 
and equipping for many causes in 
places throughout the world. 
 The day’s theme was ‘Forward To-
gether’ and was introduced by a 
dramatised reading from Ruth which 

emphasised Ruth’s faithfulness 
to her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
and her determination to travel 
to Naomi’s homeland with her, 
despite it being unknown terri-

tory to Ruth. 
 Chris Seward, secretary of Bristol 
Network, then told us of her involve-
ment with the ladies of Bolivia and the 
CLEM project (Community of Free-
dom and hope for women), an ecu-
menical non-profit making charity 
based in Montero, Bolivia. 
 After the service we were able to 
look at some of the wonderful and col-
ourful items displayed on a CLEM 
stall and buy some Christmas presents 
and over £145 was raised.    
 The late June Lunn’s lovely  cards 
were also on sale  and did a roaring 
trade.  
 The afternoon finished with a cup 
of tea and a nice slice of birthday cake 
made by Mrs. Brenda Short, and the 
whole day was rounded off by a beau-
tiful sunset viewed from the coach on 
the way home. 

JeanH & Jean C. 

NETWORK 
20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

MAGNET  

Magnet is a quarterly magazine, at present produced by the Women’s Net-
work of the Methodist Church.  The magazine will continue after the changes 
in 2008, although we will become independent of Network. 
 Subscriptions are due for the coming year.  Please let Jean W. have £8 by 
Wednesday 19th December. 
 If you do not already take a copy, please look at the Winter issue, on the 
Network Notice Board.  I will be pleased to add your name to the list.  



 

 
Dear Friends, 

First of all, I want to thank all those people who have spoken to 
me after my announcement that I would be retiring on health 
grounds at Easter 2008. Your words have been a great help to 
me as reaching my decision was very hard. I have always en-
joyed serving the church, and its people, as a Methodist minister. 
However, I have decided I must take advice when it is offered. 
Denise and I hope to retire in Staffordshire to be nearer our children and grand-
children. There is still a lot of work to be done before Easter.  It is my hope 
that we will still be able to achieve great things for Christ and His Church. We 
have been very happy here in Midsomer Norton, thanks to the kindness and 
friendship shown by the members and friends of the church. 
 When you receive this edition of The Ambo, we will have commenced the 
season of Advent, when we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. I think that we have lost some of the meaning of Advent and of the 
coming of Jesus into this world. Yes, we see Christ’s coming as a thing of the 
past and we see it has something that will happen in the future, but we perhaps 
fail to see His coming as something here and now. We tend to think of this pre-
sent time as sort of interim period between the first coming and the second. But 
an interim government is put in by people who don’t really know what they 
want. That’s the trouble with us Christians: we seem to have forgotten who we 
are and what we are about. We look back on the events of Christ’s life. We 
look at the events of today with a sort of Christian despair and bewilderment. 
We puzzle over Christ’s sayings and teachings about the end of the world. We 
wonder why does He say that the end of the world is: ‘even now at your 
doors’? Some of us even refuse to think of the second coming because it’s far 
too difficult a subject for us to get to handle and think about. Others perhaps 
look in a detached way at the distant tableau of the second coming. I think we 
have lost our bearings. 
 We have got to believe with passionate conviction that He is present and He 
is working in the world and in His Church today. This is really what Advent 
and Christmas tell us. For God, in Jesus, comes to this world on our terms. He 
becomes a human being for us, to show to us how much He loves us, as St 
John wrote in the prologue to his gospel: 
‘In Him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it’.  The light of Christ is present in 
the world and the Church NOW; and we do forget that fact and we are inclined 
to despair. Because God in Christ is in the world now, this means that, with 
every true prayer and every work done in His grace and power, and especially 
with every strengthening, by these works, God comes, God acts here and now 

DAVID’S DELIBERATIONS  



 

 

in the world. This is what brings out the real Christmas message that God in 
Jesus is still working in the world today and it is up to Christian people to work 
and to witness to this great truth that the ‘word has become flesh’ and is still 
among us, very much a fact of the present. 
 You will find details of our special services for Advent and Christmas with 
this Ambo. I do hope that you will be able to come and join us for these ser-
vices. It is also my prayer that all of us will remember that we shouldn’t just 
give thanks at Christmas but we should give thanks all the year round because 
God is still at work in His world, a world He loves and cares for, because He is 
a God of the present and not only of the past and the future. 
 May God bless you all and may the joy of Christmas be real to you not only 
at Christmas but all the year round. 
Your friend and minister, 



 

 

Last month, Betty and I were 
invited to attend a meeting of 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
at the Wessex Water Com-
pany’s  headquarters  in 
Claverton Down.  After introductions 
and coffee we settled down to listen to 
a series of speakers beginning with a 
local solicitor discussing the legal pro-
cedures for helping the homeless. Af-
terwards we had a most moving talk 
about the problems of Domestic Vio-

lence followed by an interest-
ing and detailed account of the 
organisation’s policy. 
 After lunch I spoke to the 
meeting about the initial for-

mation and subsequent devel-
opment  of  our  Churches’  Relief 
Fund and explained how, because of 
the wonderful generosity of our church 
members, we were able to work to-
gether  with  Barnardos,  the  District 
Nurses  and  the  Citizens’  Advice     

HELPING OTHERS 
Helping Others is something this 
church does regularly in one form or 
another.  We have a Church Project to 
help a different charity each year; we 
raise funds for NCH, Christian Aid, 
Macmillan Cancer Relief, as well as a 
disaster fund for national and interna-
tional catastrophes amongst other giv-
ing, and above that which we as indi-
viduals give privately.  Another cause 
is the Bristol Methodist Centre, who 
has again written to us re their wishes 
for Christmas: 
We will be very pleased to receive fi-
nancial gifts to help us purchase food 
for the Christmas lunch. Christmas 
puddings, stuffing, tinned meat, vege-
tables, and mince pies would be ap-
preciated.  Lunch is on Tuesday 11th 
December.  We like to be able to give 
each member a wrapped present made 
up as a package of gifts.  We would be 
very pleased to receive hats, socks, 
gloves, scarves, boxer shorts 
[small/medium], chocolate bars, 

‘smellies’/deodorants {men and 
women}, puzzle books, notebooks and 
pens. 
[Gifts need to be at our Centre by 
Tuesday 4th, when Una, will take them 
over] 
Also, some of our members enjoy play-
ing music.  We have some instruments, 
but if you have any spare ones we 
would be very grateful to receive them 
to encourage members to play them on 
a regular basis.  Additionally, do you 
have any other creative skills you 
could use in the Centre to encourage 
members to exercise their abilities. 
[The date is tight but the Bristol Cen-
tre is always very pleased to receive 
items - but check with them before 
calling to ensure someone there - or 
speak to Una]. 
Their slogan is ‘Making a difference to 
life on the street’, and whilst we can 
help them, we should be thanking the 
staff  there  for  the  work  they  do 
amongst the homeless. 

WHEN THEY NEEDED A NEIGHBOUR YOU WERE THERE 



 

 

Bureau to alleviate some of the suffer-
ing experienced by people in  Mid-
somer Norton and the surrounding dis-
trict. 
 Afterwards, several people said that 
we were seen as a final safety net for 
all those who, through no fault of their 
own, were in situations where no other 
organisation was able to help.  
 One of the staff then said that, only 
the previous week, a single, disabled, 
50 year old man came to say that he 
had no food because the DSS had 
made a mistake over his benefits enti-
tlement  and  his  benefit  had  been 
stopped and so food vouchers were 
given to tide him over whilst the CAB 
negotiated  re-instatement  of  welfare 
benefits.  This  person  was  disabled 
with  osteoporosis  and  arthritis  and 
with no money for  prescriptions to 
alleviate the pain.  When he was given 
the vouchers, and told that the people 
in the Church cared enough to organ-
ize such a scheme, he was so grateful 
that he cried.  He could not believe 
that people would give him vouchers 
and not expect him to pay them back. 
  The Deputy Director of the C.A.B. 
has sent me examples of some recent 

cases  where  people  have  benefited 
from the Relief Fund.  As there would 
not be sufficient room to include these 
in the magazine, a copy of them can be 
found on the table at the back of the 
Church.* 
 The Deputy Director also asked me 
if I would pass on this message to you 
all: 
 “Words cannot convey the sheer 
relief on the faces of these clients that 
there was this help available so that 
they could feed themselves. These are 
not unusual cases; the state system 
does not always work smoothly and 
benefits administration in a crisis is 
not always as responsive and flexible 
as it might be. Not only have the cli-
ents who attended the office benefited 
from the voucher scheme but also the 
children of these families.  Vouchers 
have not  only  helped feed people; 
they have in some cases helped keep 
families together as one of the cases 
above testifies.* North East Somerset 
CAB thanks all of those who give so 
generously to your fund.  Without 
this fund local people would go hun-
gry and suffer.” 

Norman. 

CHURCH PROJECT  
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance 

 
The project figure is 
moving along as can be 
seen by the total carried 
on the helicopter. 
Our target for the year is 
£3,500, enough for just 
one day’s operation! 

£1,750 
TOTAL 



 

 

MISSION AVIATION FELLOWSHIP (MAF)  
Flying for Life  

A Christian Charity working in some of the remotest parts of the world. 
 
A message from MAF: 
MAF now have a representative in our area, Richard Munroe, whose role is to 
inspire local people with news of MAF’s unique air ministry by both word and 
visual image.  
 Should the church or any group wish to invite Richard to speak, his contact 
details are: 
 Richard Munroe,  
 Whitepits Lodge, Kingston Deverill, Warminster, Wilts.  BA12 7HD 
 Tel: 01985 844385.  E-mail: richardmunroe@tiscali.co.uk 

There is a magazine in the Ambo stand for more information on MAF. 

Re: SOMER SUGGESTION  

I  was perturbed when I read the article ‘Somer Suggestion’ in the No-
vember edition of The Ambo ,recommending that all church services and meet-
ings start with the joining of hands, a hug or a holy kiss (optional).  
 A few years ago, Conference banned the practice of the ‘holy kiss’ from 
being part of services for what I consider good reasons.  
 Firstly, we cannot be sure the person receiving the kiss is actually feeling 
comfortable about it, or whether they are feeling under pressure to conform in 
what appears to be the common practice. 
 Secondly, we cannot be sure of what is in the mind of the person giving the 
kiss.  I am sure, that for the vast majority, it will indeed be a greeting and noth-
ing more, but, can we be absolutely certain there is no other motive? 
 I guess lots of you will be thinking: anti-kissing Pete is on his high horse 
again but, I really do feel that unless we can be absolutely certain of the feel-
ings of the person receiving the kiss and the motives of the person giving it, we 
should not use the ‘holy kiss’ as part of a service. 
 What do others think?               Peter. 

YOUR LETTERS 

They do say ….Fretful babies are given a dummy, sulking husbands are 
given the TV remote control. 



 

 

‘PRESENT AID’ Catalogues. 

Christian Aid is suggesting that with 
the co-operation of family members or  
friends you can give them an inexpen-
sive present at Christmas and pay for a 
present to those living in the poor 
countries of the world. 

 Examples of gifts from the cata-
logue: £15 for a can of worms, which 
aids composting on Bolivia; £24 for  
16 ducks, which helps people recover-
ing from devastating floods in Bangla-
desh.  Catalogues are available from 
Reception.  Orders need to be made 
before 16th December. 

CHRISTIAN AID 
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Many thanks must go to everyone who gave such outstanding support to the 
concert given by Mike & Lorraine’s son Lewis, when the audience was enter-
tained by the Lunar Saxophone Quartet with the supporting artistes from 
Norton Hill School (where Lewis had previously attended).  The music was all 
of a very high standard and made a thoroughly good evening. 



 

 
3rd  Francis Xavier   

the seasick missionary who struggled 
with languages. 

Ignatius Loyala sent his friend and 
follower Francis Xavier (born 1506) to 
the Orient as a missionary.  What a 
missionary!  Imagine David Living-
stone, Billy Graham and the Alpha 
Courses rolled into one.  His mass 
conversions became legendary – he 
baptised 10,000 people in one month 
and in just ten years of work was cred-
ited with 700,000 conversions.   
 Xavier became the most famous 
Jesuit missionary of all time, working 
so hard that he had only a few hours’ 
sleep each night.  He was known as 
‘the Apostle of the Indies’ and ‘the 
apostle of Japan’.   He began by re-
forming Goa, which contained numer-
ous Portuguese Catholics, notorious 
for cruelty to their slaves, open concu-
binage, and neglect of the poor.  For 
three years, by example, preaching and 
writing verses on Christian truths set 
to popular tunes, Francis did much to 
offset this betrayal of Christ by bad 
Christians.   
 For the next seven years he worked 
among the Paravas in southern India, 
in Ceylon, Malacca, the Molucca is-
lands, and the Malay peninsula.  He 
met with immense success among the 
low-caste but with almost none among 
the Brahmins.   
 In 1549 he ventured on to Japan, 
translated an abridged statement of 
Christian belief, and made a hundred 
converts in one year at Kagoshima 
alone.  When he left Japan, the total 

number of Japanese Christians was 
about 2,000; within 60 years they were 
resisting fierce persecution, even to 
death.   
 Wherever Xavier sailed, he left 
numerous organised Christian commu-
nities.  Not bad for a man who suf-
fered seasickness and had trouble in 
learning foreign languages! 
 Xavier died in 1551, on his way to 
China.  His body was preserved and 
enshrined for many years.  His right 
arm was detached in 1615 and is still 
preserved in the church of the Gesu at 
Rome.  He was canonized by Gregory 
XV in 1622, and declared Patron of 
the Foreign Missions in 1927. 

- - - 
11th Daniel the Stylite  [409-93] 

Do you know any odd Christians?   
People with hearts of gold, who would 
never harm anyone… but who are also 
just plain ODD…. Well, Daniel the 
Stylite should be their patron saint.  
Perhaps he is the proof that God can 
bless and use any one of us, no matter 
how batty some of our ideas may be. 
 Born in Mesopotamia in 409 into a 
devout Christian family, Daniel seems 
to have been an intense sort of kid. 
When he was only 12 he became a 
monk.  Some years later Daniel visited 
Antioch, and saw the famed Simeon 
Stylites, the wild, hairy monk who 
lived his life perched high on top of a 
pillar, dropping his fleas and lice on 
the people below.   
 Most of us would have walked on 
by, but in that moment Daniel’s voca-
tion was born.   He climbed a ladder in 

SAINT DAYS IN DECEMBER  



 

 

order to talk to Simeon, and soon after 
that set out on pilgrimage.  At Con-
stantinople he came across a disused 
temple, reputedly inhabited by devils.  
 Most of us would have walked on 
by,  but Daniel moved straight in.  He 
bolted the door, and stayed inside for 
the next nine years. Local people fed 
him through a small window.  Braving 
hideous noises and fighting violent 
apparitions occupied a lot of Daniel’s 
time.  
 Simeon Stylites died in 459, and 
left Daniel his lice-infested cloak – 
which inspired him further. With the 
help of some local admirers,  Daniel 
came out of his temple and set himself 
up on a pillar just outside the city.  
When Daniel nearly froze to death one 
night, the Emperor was so worried that 
he built Daniel a new, more spacious 
home:  TWO pillars close together, 
with a little shelter on top, where he  
spent 33 years.  People came to him 
with their problems, and he comforted 
and advised them, preaching every 
afternoon, on the love of God. He 
urged people to show hospitality to 
each other.  He prayed for people.  
People loved him for it, and God 
blessed him, even though he did live 
on top of a pillar.  When he eventually 
died up there, his hair was four cubits 
long, and he had sat so long, knees up 
to his chest that his bones cracked 
when they straightened the body.   
 So next time you meet a good-
hearted but eccentric Christian,  take 
comfort – they could be far worse! 

- - - 
 

26th  St Stephen (died c 35 AD) 

Have you ever stopped to consider 
that the very first martyr of the Chris-
tian Church was a deacon?   It was 
Stephen, one of the first seven deacons 
of the Christian Church.  He’d been  
appointed by the apostles to look after 
the distribution of alms to the faith-
ful poor, and to help in the ministry of 
preaching. 
 Acts 6 and 7 tells us all that we 
know of his life, and the passages 
seem to suggest that he was an edu-
cated Hellenistic Jew.   Certainly 
Stephen’s famous challenge to the 
Jews reveals him to have been learned 
in the Scriptures and the history of 
Judaism, besides being eloquent and 
forceful. 
 Stephen's proclamation on the day 
of his martyrdom pulled no 
punches.  He told the Jews that God 
did not depend on the Temple. The 
Temple was but a temporary institu-
tion destined to be fulfilled and super-
seded by Christ, who was the prophet 
foreseen by Moses as the Messiah for 
whom the Jewish race had so long 
awaited.   
  Stephen then challenged his hearers 
for resisting the Spirit and for killing 
the Christ, as their fathers before 
them had killed the prophets.  The 
Jews were so outraged by this that 
they stoned Stephen on the spot for 
blasphemy.   
 As he died, Stephen saw a vision of 
Christ on God's right hand.  The men 
who were witness to the ston-
ing placed their clothes at the feet of 
Saul (afterwards Paul), who (to his 



 

 

deep regret later) consented to 
Stephen's death. 
 By the fourth century Stephen had 
his own feast day in both East and 
West Churches.  When his supposed 
tomb was discovered in 415, his popu-
larity soared.  His (supposed) relics 
were taken to Constantinople and then 
Rome, along with some stones 
(allegedly) used at his martyrdom. 

  Early on, the Church made Stephen 
the patron saint of deacons.  In the late 
Middle Ages he was also invoked 
against headaches (?!). 
  In England, 46 ancient churches are 
dedicated to him, most of them built 
after the Norman Conquest.  In art 
Stephen is usually given a book of the 
Gospels and a stone, and sometimes 
the palm of martyrdom. 

CHRISTMAS POST 
Both Christmas card schemes are operating again this year. There will 
be a board in the Link for cards and the post box will be placed in the 
Church Vestibule on Sundays 2ndand 9th December and at other times in 
the Link. Please post individual cards in the Post Box with the envelopes 
sealed and addressed clearly with SURNAMES.  

 Donations for both schemes may be posted (in sealed enve-
lopes please) in the post box. Suggested donation of 10 pence per 
card for the post box scheme and gifts of money in lieu for cards 
placed on the board. 

 Donations may be gift-aided by putting the money in a ‘pink envelope’ 
marked with the donor’s name and address/or number. 
 The post box will be emptied for the final time at 11.30 am on Friday 14th 
December, and cards will be ready for collection on Sunday 16th of Decem-
ber.  We both hope that you will be able to support one or other of the card 
schemes. 

Sheila and Linda. 

The Bible says… A Virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he 
will be called Immanuel.  Matthew 1:23. 

They do say ….Cars wouldn’t be dangerous if the horsepower of the en-
gine were proportional to the horse-sense of the driver. 



 

  1 What word across makes nine words down? 

  2 Each answer is of four letters, running clockwise from the number,  
 The letters in the top rows across will spell a sentence. 

PUZZLE PAGE 
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1        5  6    8   9 

   2 3   4      7     

  11     13      16     

10    12     14  15     17  

1) Fancy 2) Prophet 3) Legatee 4) Fog  5) Foot part 6) Naked 7) Infant            
8) Trunk  9) Close by 10) Halt 11) Bill 12) Epidermis 13) Increase 14) Horse 
foot 15) Georgian city 16) Jape 17) Tendons [6 letters].  
 

Answers inside back cover. 

They do say ….A smile is the same in any language. 

The Bible says…  
 The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out. 

John 1:5. 



 

 



 

 

THE GIFT 
How much are you spending on 
Christmas gifts this year?   Between 
the housing market doldrums and soar-
ing personal debt,  you may be plan-
ning carefully.  But you’ll probably 
stretch yourself a bit to give to those 
whom you love.   
 No doubt, the tradition of gift giv-
ing at Christmas goes back to Mat-
thew’s account of the Wise Men from 
the East who presented gifts to the 
baby Jesus (Matthew 2:11).  
 You may not be shopping for gold, 
incense or myrrh,  but have you no-
ticed that there is one thing that ALL 
gifts have in common?  When you re-
ceive them, you have to react to what 
is offered.   Think about it.  This com-
ing Christmas morning, when you sit 
by the tree, every single present you 
discover with YOUR name on it will 
provoke a reaction from you – of one 
sort or other!   
 Some gifts will make you shudder.  
Others will make you yawn.  One is 
bound to mystify you (whatever IS 
it?!).  Maybe one will make you grin.   

 

Several you’ll accept with tolerance 
(they meant well).  But hopefully there 
will be at least one that really hits the 
spot – that makes you want to hug the 
person whose love put it under the tree 
for you.    What a present!  Exactly 
what you wanted and needed! 
 Sadly, today our frantic Christmas 
routines can distract us from the most 
precious present of all:  the gift that 
God has given to each and every one 
of us:  his love shining through in Je-
sus Christ, his Son. 
 John 3:16 describes it this way:  
For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 So loved… that he gave… his only 
son 
 How will you react to the Gift this 
Christmas?  Will you shudder?  
Yawn? Be mystified? Tolerate it? Or 
is it just what you needed [ the love of 
God given to you for ever. 
 What better gift can one have. 

The week before Christmas, two young boys were spending the night at 
their grandparent’s house.  At bedtime, as the boys knelt beside their bed 
to say their prayers, the younger one began praying at the top of his 
lungs: “I pray for a new bicycle!  I pray for a new Nintendo!  I pray for a 
new VCR!” 
 
His older brother leaned over and nudges the younger boy and said, 
“Why are you shouting, your prayers?  God isn’t deaf.  To which the 
little brother replied, “No, but Grandma is!” 



 

 
"������

����
���#�����
��

�
�

���������
�$��#
���
%������
����
�����������
�

&�
���
��'�
�
���
�

�����
�
�(��#��

)
����
�
�
��������������

�*���
�
����
�
���#����

���
�
�������#��������

�
�������
�������

)
������
+��

XMAS ? 
Many people thing it’s wrong to 
call Christmas ‘Xmas’.  “It’s like 
taking Christ away from Christ-
mas!” they say.  “It’s a reflection of 
the way Christmas has become sepa-
rated from the birthday of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 But let’s think about it another 
way.  When I receive a letter with a 
row of XXXXs at the bottom, it tells 
me the sender loves me very much. 
 When we see Christmas written 
‘Xmas’ it can remind us that God 
loves us so much that He sent His 
own Son to tell us.  So Xmas starts 
with a big kiss to remind us of 
God’s great love.  And of course, an 
X is a cross, and Jesus’ love took 
Him all the way from the stable to 
the Cross.   



 

 



 

 

PRAYER PAGE 

I t is very important that we should 
remember that the word Advent means 
either a happening or the arrival of an 
important person so that Advent be-
comes not only a time for remember-
ing past events but a time for prepar-
ing ourselves for the reality of Christ’s 
birth.   Unfortunately, the weeks be-
fore Christmas are so taken up with 
the  business  of  sending  cards  and 
choosing presents that it is often diffi-
cult for us to think about the impor-
tance of our own preparation in find-
ing that  inner space where we can 
really think about the deep meaning of 
those words: 
 

‘Enter then O Christ most Holy               
Make a Christmas in my heart!’ 

 
Of course it is right that we should 
celebrate Advent in the glow of the 
candles, the familiar readings and the 
Advent carols but, what is even more 
important, is that we experience that  
birth in the very centre of our being so  

 

that we can actually be there with the 
Kings and the Shepherds, and share in 
the  wonder  of  that  first  Christmas 
morning. 
 
“O Father God whose love for all of 
us was so great that you gave us your 
son so that we might know the mean-
ing of divine love,  be with each one of 
us as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
not only through the retelling of the 
wonderful stories of his birth but by 
experiencing  that  birth  in  our  own 
lives for:  
 

‘Though Christ in Bethlehem a thou-
sand times be born 
If he is not born in me then am I for-
ever lost. 
I must myself be Mary and give birth 
to Christ 
Would I receive God’s gift - 
The gift of everlasting life.. 

 
   Betty & Norman. 



 

 Giving oneself and one's possessions 
voluntarily for the well being of oth-
ers, and without compulsion, is a 
Christian duty of which organ dona-
tion is a striking example, the Church 
of England has told the House of 
Lords. This was in response to the 
Lords' EU Social Policy and Con-
sumer Affairs sub-committee's inquiry 
into the EU Commission's Communi-
cation on organ donation and trans-
plantation: policy actions at EU level. 
 "Christians have a mandate to heal, 
motivated by compassion, mercy, 
knowledge and ability. The Christian 
tradition both affirms the God-given 
value of human bodily life, and the 
principle of putting the needs of others 
before one's own needs." 
 The response repeats the Church's 
opposition to selling organs for com-
mercial gain, while accepting organs 
being freely given by living donors, 
with no commercial gain. It argues 
that, if the present opt-in system of 
organ donation is to continue, it will 
need to be backed by a properly re-
sourced programme of public aware-

ness-building and education. 
 Whether organ donation should be 
arranged through an ‘opt-in’ or an ‘opt 
out’ system is not a question on which 
Christians hold a single set of views, 
the response explains. The opt-in sys-
tem, where people sign up to be do-
nors if they die, reflects Christian con-
cern to celebrate and support gracious 
gifts, freely given. An opt-out ap-
proach, where people state that they do 
not wish to donate organs, could stress 
the Christian concern for human soli-
darity and living sacrificially for oth-
ers'. 
 The response goes on to say: "The 
undoubted need for more organs to be 
donated for the healing of others has to 
be weighed against the changed rela-
tionship between persons and the State 
which moving to an opt-out system 
could entail." Either way, all EU mem-
ber states would need to adopt the 
same opt out or opt in approach to 
consent for organ donation, it argues. 
 
Ed: Have you any comments - do you 
carry a donor card? 

ORGAN DONATION A DUTY?  

Somer Suggestion 
 

 Supermarkets have Offers – 2 for 1 (never half price?) 
Bookshops have offers – 3 for 2 or 2nd book half price 

Why not Churches: 
Special offer – Bibles half price? 

Services and Sermons – 20% extra free? 
 (God’s love for free, but bought at a cost) 



 

 
THE BUZZ 58 

Four more exciting and encouraging stories from around Methodism.  
The contacts provided will be pleased to give you more information.  

 
WORSHIP - Praise in the Park 
From Heath Church, Runcorn 
 
Around 70 people from different denominations and churches took part in 
‘Praise in the Park’ - a song-filled Sunday afternoon led by a band of young 
adults and choir members. With the encouragement of park wardens and local 
council our Worship Consultation group organised the event to be held around 
a recently renovated bandstand in the local park. This summer it was a beauti-
ful hot day and refreshments were served by the Friends of Runcorn Hill. 
E-mail contact: Anne Higginbotham: mailto:annehigginbotham@ntlworld.com 
Phone contact: 01928 572576 
   
LEARNING AND CARING - Fishponds' Fun Day  
From Fishponds Methodist Church, Bristol 
 
Why should children be the only ones to enjoy a Holiday Club? That was the 
thinking behind our decision to run a ‘Fun Day for the Elderly' with an activity 
day and a separate outing. We offered a morning of handicrafts, music, local 
history, carpet skittles and a session of simple exercises. Then, after lunch to-
gether, entertainment and an epilogue drawing the whole day to a close. We 
later had an outing to the Wye Valley and the Forest of Dean. Lovely weather, 
scenery and fellowship. 
 These days have proved to be very successful. We have opened it to those 
linked in any way to our church and to local ecumenical partners. Most of 
those who come live alone and enjoy the company as much as the activities. 
E-mail contact: Church Steward - mailto:marycb@blueyonder.co.uk 
Phone contact: 0117 9654 521 
 
SERVICE - Art for God's sake 
From Saltaire Methodist Church, Saltaire  
 
This year again responded to the needs of our local community and turned our 
worship area into an art gallery for the Saltaire Festival. Last year we housed 
the Methodist Art Collection, and this year, sculpture, woodcarving and paint-
ings of David Moore and Richard Smith, who portray their deep understanding 
of the Christian story with humour, imagination and a healthy scepticism.   

METHODIST E-NEWS 



 

 

Over 500 visitors viewed the art, and as stewards talked to visitors, opportuni-
ties were created to tell Bible stories and talk of God to people who may never 
normally cross a church’s threshold. 
E-mail contact: Ann Willey - mailto:willey388@btinternet.com 
Phone contact: 01535 272060 
 
EVANGELISM - Community Spirit  
From Towers School, Ashford, Kent 
 
The aim of the Ashford Worship Experience (AWE) is to bring worship out of 
the church and into the community. It’s a way of showing young people, who 
may never consider attending a Sunday morning church service, just how ‘rock 
‘n’ roll’ God can be. We have a lot of lively praise songs with a band, a short 
talk aimed at young people, free refreshments and a Fair Trade tuck shop. Our 
last event at Towers School in October was a resounding success and our next 
is scheduled for January 25.  
E-mail contact: Tim Parker - mailto:timparker1@btinternet.com  
Phone contact: 01233 637144  
 
Contact Alison at mailto:pollarda@methodistchurch.org.uk if you have a story. 

--  --  --  --  -- 
  MORE E-NEWS 

THE INTERFACE  
 
Has 'The Church', become something of little relevance to the majority of peo-
ple today?  Should churches be rebranding themselves to reach out to their 
communities?  Is it time for a change of name?  
 Have your say on this and other hot topics at the Interface. http://
www.theinterface.org.uk 

- - - - - 
KEEPIN' IT REAL - A NEW RESOURCE FOR THOSE WHO 
WORK WITH 9 - 13s  
 
Keepin' It Real addresses topics that affect young people and offers fun and 
practical ways of dealing with some difficult issues that they may face - com-
munication, reputation, conflict and negotiation.  
 Produced by the Methodist Church and the ecumenical children's charity, 
CURBS, Keepin' It Real is published at a time when the Government is asking 
schools to help young people deal with anxiety, anger and conflict as well as 
teaching good manners and behaviour. 
 Penny Fuller from MethodistChildren says 'there are lots of resources to 



 

 

help young people deal with topics like sexuality and drugs, but not to help 
with less tangible things like reputation' or 'Street-Cred'. Keepin' It Real ad-
dresses those issues.  
Keepin' It Real is available from mph for £6.99 plus p&p. www.mph.org.uk 
http://www.methodistchildren.org.uk 

- - - - - 
NO ROOM AT THE INN,  
 SO WHAT ABOUT SHELTER FOR A STREET CHILD?  
 
The Methodist Relief and Development Fund (MRDF) has launched its first 
alternative gift catalogue, offering many unusual but often life-saving gift 
ideas.  
 It contains items such as mosquito nets to protect against malaria, camels 
for nomadic communities in arid Northern Kenya, shelter, food and healthcare 
for children living on the streets in Bangladesh, and many more ideas for help-
ing some of the world's poorest communities.  
 Gifts like these and other MRDF 'small miracles' begin at just £5. A colour-
ful fridge magnet representing each gift is provided for the giver to send in-
stead of a conventional Christmas present. The catalogue can be used by as a 
focus for churches' Christmas fundraising, as well as for individual shopping.  
 The catalogue is freely available from MRDF by calling 020 7467 5132 and 
gifts can be securely ordered online at: http://www.mrdf.org.uk 

[Editor;  I have arranged for 5 catalogues to be in the Ambo stand}. 
- - - - - 

MEXICO FLOODS: CAN YOU HELP?   
 
The Methodist Church has launched an emergency appeal for funds following 
the devastating floods that have swept through South Mexico in the wake of the 
heaviest rains to hit the country for 40 years.  
 At least 500,000 people have been made homeless and are facing the de-
struction of their crops and outbreaks of disease.  
 Rev. Thomas Quenet, World Church Officer for Americas and the Carib-
bean, says; “The full extent of this tragedy is yet to be seen, but we do know 
that thousands of people will be faced with rebuilding their lives from scratch. 
We are encouraging people to offer whatever support they can, not only with 
their pockets, but also with their prayers.”  
 Please help if you can. You can donate securely online at http://
www.justgiving.com/mexicoflood. 
 Alternatively send cheques, made payable to The Methodist Church Fund to 
World Mission, to Mexico Flood Appeal, World Church Relationships Office, 
Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR.  



 

 

The Bible says… “Don’t be afraid! I am here with good news for you, 
which will bring great joy to all people …”  Like 1:10. 



 

 
Advent Desire 

 

Come now, high king of heaven.  
Come to us in flesh and bone.   
Bring life to us who are weary with 
misery.   
Bring peace to us who are overcome 
with weeping, whose cheeks are cov-
ered with bitter salt tears.   
Seek us out, who are lost in the dark-
ness of depression.   
Do not forget us, but show mercy on 
us.   
Impart to us your everlasting joy, so 
that we, who are fashioned by your 
hands, may praise your glory.    

-- -- -- 
Unto Us a Son is Given 

 

Given, not lent, 
And not withdrawn – once sent, 

This Infant of mankind, this One, 
Is still the little welcome Son. 

 

New every year, 
New born and newly dear, 

He comes with tidings and a song, 
The ages long, the ages long; 

 

Even as the cold 
Keen winter grows not old, 

As childhood is so fresh, foreseen, 
And spring in the familiar green. 

Sudden as sweet 
Come the expected feet. 

All joy is young, and new all art, 
And he, too, whom we have by heart  

Alice Meynell (1847 – 1922) 
-- -- -- 

The Coming 
 

Shops full of presents, 
Diaries full of double bookings, 

Days full of rushing  
Round never-ending circles, 

Evenings full of parties 
And paracetamol, 

Children full of media must-have  
demands. 

 

Lives of tinsel 
Hiding depression and debt, 

Masking emptiness and insecurity, 
Falsifying fears, 

Disguising the darkness and dirt  
of our day - 

As real as that of the stable, 
 

And you come. 
 

You come with your plan 
And your presence. 

 

You come to us, 
Today. 

Daphne Kitching 
--  --  -- 

For those separated at Christmas: 
 

While I’m away from you…. 
 

I asked the Lord to bless you as I 
prayed for you today.   

To guide you and protect you as you 
go along your way....  

His love is always with you, His prom-
ises are true, 

And when we give him all our cares 
you know He’ll see us through. 

 
So when the road you're travelling on 

seems difficult at best,  
Just remember - I'm here praying,  

and God will do the rest. 

PRAYERS and POEMS  



 

 
COUNT DOWN to CHRISTMAS 

‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’, 
 

And Advent is a time of waiting - 
  And the shops are bright with Christmas lights 
   and full of artificial trees, 
   and wreaths with bows and berries on, 
   and snowmen lights for £20, 
 
‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’, 
 

And Advent is a time of waiting - 
  When calendars open to robins and holly 
   and chocolate treats for the family dog, 
   and tired feet tramp through the puddles, 
   and tempers fray at the edges, 
 
‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’, 
 

And Advent is a time of waiting - 
  And lists are made and cards despatched 
   and presents sealed with sticky tape, 
   and pre-washed sprouts and boxed mince pies 
   bulge out of supermarket bags, 
 
‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’, 
 

And Advent is a time of waiting – 
   And straw is laid in the manger there 
   and stars appear in the chill, dark sky 
   and voices echo in narrow streets 
   and Mary comes to Bethlehem,    
 
‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’ 
 

  in a human life, at a point in time, 
   and, if we look, we too shall see 
   the truth that hides in a mystery – 
   eternity in a Christmas night. 
 
 ‘And the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed’, 
 
 And Advent is a time for waiting. 

(Glory means ‘the presence of God’)  

MORE POEMS 



 

 

MEMORY LANE  
 
Do you ever pause and dream 
Of days and times gone by; 
Wonderful days, and sad days; 
Some to make you laugh, 
Some to make you cry? 
 
Those childhood dreams, 
Did you ever find the answers? 
Maybe you did when you were in your 
teens. 
 
Friends and buddies along the way; 
You picture them as if it were yesterday. 
Are they still here? Maybe old and gray, 
Or still the life and soul of the party, 
With that infectious laugh, so loud and 
hearty. 
Or has time taken its toll, 
Did they manage to climb that mountain 
And reach their ultimate goal? 
 
So many days - so many years; 
So much happiness - Some times 
clouded with tears, 
As we turn back the pages, 
Remembering those scenes. 
Did all of it really happen or was if just 
dreams? 

Ina. 

HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR 
CANDLES YET? 

 
Advent is a time of lighting of lamps, 
Of trimming of wicks, 
Of keeping awake, 
Of waiting, 
Of being silent and still, to listen and 
watch. 
 
Is Gabriel just setting out 
On a journey to this area 
With a message for one of us? 
For all of us? 
Do we hope so? 
De we expect it? 
Do we believe God can do 
Anything? - even with us? 
 
Are we longing for Him to come? 
Getting impatient, counting the days? 
Are we on tiptoe? 
On the edge of our seats? 
Holding our breath? 
Advent is a time of lighting of lamps. 
God is waiting 
For us to be ready. 
Then He will come -  
Even for us. 

Dianne. 

They do say ….It is dangerous when your yearning capacity becomes 
greater than your earning capacity. 

The Bible says… “Where is the baby born to be king of the Jews?  We saw 
his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him”   

Matt. 2:2 



 

 

M ike Yarwood isn’t the only person 
who is good at impersonating people. 
Over 70 per cent of people in a recent 
survey had either been themselves af-
fected or knew someone who had been 
affected by identify theft. Almost all 
the respondents were unsure that they 
were taking the right steps to protect 
themselves and believed that they 
could do more. One in four victims 
actually knew the person who stole 
their identity. 
 It is impossible to be 100 per cent 
safe from this increasingly prevalent 
crime, as everyday life leaves count-
less footprints that a criminal can use 
to steal your identity. Your birth cer-
tificate, driving licence, utility bill, 
website log-in; just one of these can be 
the start point for a criminal to begin 
to impersonate you.  
 “It is essential that we all take the 
simple steps that make life harder for 
the criminal,” says Owen Roberts, an 
identity protection expert at the credit 
reference agency Callcredit. “It is not 
just a matter of shredding documents 
and protecting your personal com-
puter. It’s also important to check our 
credit report regularly for accounts 

that we didn’t open.* If our post goes 
missing we need to find out where it 
went and when our statements turn up 
it’s worth checking them for suspi-
cious spending. Each day that identity 
theft goes undetected gives criminals 
more opportunities to damage your 
good name.”   
 Keep all your important documents 
in a safe place (but not all together if 
possible). They are as valuable to a 
burglar as jewellery, and can be easily 
sold on to a fraudster. 
 If expected items of mail (such as 
bank statements) fail to arrive, report 
this to Royal Mail. Fraudsters have 
been known to take over bank ac-
counts and change the address. 
 Don’t use your mother’s maiden 
name as a password. It can easily be 
discovered. 
 Keep a list of all your credit cards 
and consider using a card protection 
scheme. For a small fee you can regis-
ter all your cards; then if they are lost 
or stolen the service will contact the 
card suppliers on your behalf. 
 * To check your report see 
www.mycallcredit.com or telephone 
0870 060 1414. There is a statutory £2 
charge. 

Don’t Fall Victim to 

IDENTITY FRAUD 

The Bible says… “Get up, take the child back to the land of Israel….”  
Matt 2:20 



 

 

 
Who’s been sleeping in…? 
 
A business man returned very late 
from a trip during a big storm, with 
crashing thunder and severe lightning. 
When he finally got home, he found 
his two children fast asleep in bed with 
his wife, obviously having taken ref-
uge there during the storm.  He re-
signed himself to the couch down-
stairs, not caring to risk the children’s 
beds full of stuffed animals. 
 The next day, he talked to the chil-
dren, and explained that it was okay to 
sleep with Mum when there was a bad 
storm, but please, not on a night when 
he was due home. They said okay. 
 Several weeks later the business 
man was again called abroad.  This 
time his wife and children agreed to 
meet him at the airport.  As the plane 
was late,  they came into the terminal 
to wait at the arrivals gate, along with 
hundreds of other people. 
 As the business man came through 
the gate, his son saw him and ran to-
wards him shouting:  “Hi, Dad! I've 
got some good news!"    
 His father mouthed back silently:  :  
"Great!  What is it?” 
 “We made sure,”  the boy shouted, 
as everyone turned to look at him, 
“that nobody slept with Mummy while 
you were away !” 

-  -  - 
The grandson had just taken a photo-
graph of his ancient grandmother 
who’d come to stay for Christmas and 
was celebrating her 89th birthday the 
same day.  “Grannie, I sure hope I’m 

around next year to pho-
tograph your 90th birthday,” he said. 
 “Why not?”  his grandmother 
shrugged.  “You look healthy.” 

-  -  - 
Christmas is the season when your 
neighbour keeps you awake playing 
‘Silent Night’. 

-  -  - 
This Christmas, when your family gets 
together, remember: a certain friction 
between the generations is inevitable.  
After all, the young and the old have 
all the answers and those in between 
are stuck with all the questions. 

-  -  - 
Exasperated Mother on Boxing Day:  
“William, why ever did you kick your 
little brother in the stomach?” 
“It was his own fault.  He turned 
around.” 

-  -  - 
The minister came home after church 
on Christmas morning looking very 
satisfied. 
“Many people in church?” asked his 
wife, bustling around the kitchen. 
“Yes, and we had at least three strang-
ers, though I didn’t see them.” 
“Then how do you know?” 
“Because there were three £10 notes in 
the collection plate.” 

-  -  - 
First man:  “My wife doesn’t know 
what she wants for Christmas.” 
Second man:  “You’re lucky.  Mine 
does!” 

-  -  - 
Putting on weight is the penalty for 
exceeding the feed limit. 



 

 

BOOK CHOICES for CHRISTMAS  
 Bread of Heaven   

A book in the annual Christian Companion series 
ISBN 978 1 905958 16 0  £9.99 

 
 A treasure trove of articles and quotations  
for reading, keeping and giving to others 

on the theme of God’s nourishment, 
and what feeds our bodies and souls. 

 
 All shall be well  - Why do people suffer? 

David Self 
ISBN 978 1 905958 09 2  £9.99  

The age old problem of suffering. 
The author refuses to settle for easy answers and reassures readers 

that an understanding can be found for those willing to seek it. 
 

 Life, the Universe and Everything  
42 Meditations for Lent and beyond  - David Wilkinson 

ISBN 978 1 85852 321 7  £4.99  
Originally broadcast on Radio 2’s Pause for Thought, 

the author explores life’s questions and challenges readers 
to find God in pop culture, the soaps, film and football. 

‘A great Lent study guide for men, particularly young men.’  
 

 www.mph.org.uk or phone 01733 325002 for catalogue 
MPH, 4 John Wesley Road, Werrington, Peterborough, PE4 6ZP 

 
The Church has an account with BookBarn at Hallatrow for  

unwanted and Jumble Sale books sold through the company.  
A small balance has recently been collected for our funds.' 

 

Remember ‘Our Mum’s Poems’? 
A book of poems written by Enid Shearn. 

They would make good Christmas presents. 
There are still some copies available, ask at Reception. 
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* Father Christmas lives at the North Pole... JESUS is everywhere. 
* Father Christmas rides in a sleigh……….. JESUS rides on the wind and  
                walks on the water. 
* Father Christmas comes but once a year.... JESUS is an ever present help. 
* Father Christmas fills your stockings with goodies... JESUS supplies all your 
                   needs. 
* Father Christmas comes down your chimney uninvited... JESUS stands at  
         your door and knocks, and then enters your heart. 
* You have to wait in line to see Father Christmas... JESUS is as close as the 
                  mention of his name. 
* Father Christmas lets you sit on his lap……. JESUS lets you rest in his arms. 
* Father Christmas doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little boy or 
 girl, what's your name?"…………....JESUS knew our names before we did. 
 Not only does He know our names, He knows our addresses too. He knows 
 our history and future and He even knows how many hairs are on our heads. 
* Father Christmas has a belly like a bowl full of jelly... JESUS has a heart full 
                   of love. 
* All Father Christmas can offer is HO HO HO... JESUS offers health, help  
                  and hope. 
* Father Christmas says "You’d better not cry"... JESUS says "Cast all your  
               cares on me for I care for you." 
* Father Christmas's little helpers make toys... JESUS makes new life, mends 
      wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds mansions. 
* Father Christmas may make you chuckle but.... JESUS gives you joy that is 
                  your strength. 
* While Father Christmas puts gifts under your tree... JESUS became our gift 
                  and died on the tree. 
 

 It's obvious there is really no comparison. 
 

 We need to remember WHO Christmas is all about.   
 

 We need to put Christ back in Christmas,  
 

 Jesus is still the reason for the season.  Yes, Jesus is better,  
 

 He is even better than Father Christmas. 

FATHER CHRISTMAS or JESUS?  



 

 

THE CHURCH CENTRE is open Monday - Saturday 0900 - 1230 
Tel. 01761 410450  Answerphone on at other times 

Web-site at  www.msnmcc.org 
Address: High St., Midsomer Norton, Somerset. BA3 2 DR  

This Newsletter (less personal details) is reproduced on our web site, 
where photographs are usually reproduced in colour. 

Deep thoughts for those who take life too seriously. 
From the Methodist Ministers’ e-forum: sent in by Jill. 

 

1. Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 
2. The early bird may get the worm but the second mouse gets the cheese in 
 the trap. 
3. Support bacteria. They're the only culture some people have. 
4. A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
5. Change is inevitable, except from vending machines. 
6. If you think nobody cares, try missing a couple of payments. 
7. How many of you believe in psycho-kinesis?  Raise my hand. 

AND FINALLY  

Answers to Puzzle Page. 
1. APPLAUDED 
2. 1. Whim 2. Seer 3. Heir 4. Mist 5. Heel 6. Bare 7.  Baby 8. Bole 9. Near 
10. Stop 11. Beak 12. Skin 13. Gain 14. Hoof 15. Ba th 16. Joke 17. Sinews. 

Where is the baby born to be king of the Jews?  Mat thew 2:2. 
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for January’s The Ambo is Sunday 16th December. 

They do say ….Success is getting what you want.  Happiness is liking 
what you get. 



 

 

Activities & Events  
Weekly activities are displayed in the Centre’s Reception area, 

where posters for special events will be on the Noticeboard, 
Details on a weekly notice sheet are also available there.   

Sunday Worship  
Morning Service - 10.30 am  :  Evening Worship - 6.00 pm 

2nd Sundays - Breakfast Praise 9.30 am (Coffee/Toast from 9.00) 
+ Community Mini-bus picks up less-abled friends for 10.30 service. 

You are invited to join us at any time. 

DECEMBER   
Fri  7 Town Late Night Christmas Shopping Evening. 
Sat  8      0830 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship [breakfast from 0800] 
Wed 12 1900 Women’s Fellowship Christmas Dinner  NOTE date! 
Sun 16  aft eve ser CAMEO Carols in the Hall. 
Sun 16 Deadline for January’s The Ambo. 
Thu  20  1930 Carol Concert, - Community Carols, Christmas Music 
SUN 23 1800 Candlelit Carol Service. 
Mon 24  1800 Christingle Service for all the family 
Mon 24  2000 Early Communion Service 
Mon 24  2330 Midnight Communion 
Christmas Day 
1000 

Family Service. 

Sun 30  1030 Morning Service only - NO Evening Service 
2008   

JANUARY    
Tue  8  1930 Resources Committee meets in Small Hall. 
Sat 26 0900 - 1200 Table Top Sale. 
FEBUARY   
Sat 16 1000 - noon Gift Day 
Thu 21 1430 Women’s World Day of Prayer - Bible Study  M N. 


