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If this is your first time with our Newsletter, you are warmly
invited to attend any of the meetings or events described.
If you would like a regular ‘labelled’ copy of The Ambo please leave
your name and address details with the Receptionist or a Steward.
The Ambo can be posted if a book of postage stamps is supplied
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From my grandfather’s writings of 1898:
The only condition of possessing the fullness oflG&pirit is faith in
Jesus Christ. Therefore the more you trust theerpou have.

This month’s cover was sponsored by
Ann & Geoff Lemmon

The Church Banner.
Photograph © Martin B. Dymond

Your editor, Martin B. Dymond (martinbdymond@hotmail.com) is a mem-
ber of ACE (Association for Church Editors - www.ac-editors.co.uk), and is
a founder member of S.C.E.N.E.S (Supporting Church Editors in N. E.
Somerset). As a Church we subscribe to Methodist E-News and Parish
Pump, but look to our readers to submit items of interest.

The views of articles in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Midsomer Norton Methodist Church or the Editor.
© Reproduction of any item in this publication may only be with
the permission of the Editor, 01761 412654.




WISHING YOU AVERY.
"MERRY (HRISTMAS

As this magazine comes out we are at the first day of Advent
and will light a single candle at the Sunday services.

Over the next three weeks, on each Sunday, we will light 2, 3,
and 4 candles respectively, then, on Christmas morning light all
4 plus a fifth in the middle.

Advent is the time of preparation for Christmas. Not the time 2000
years ago - then only God had prepared things as he wanted - but the
time we should be preparing now for the birth of the Christ-child comes
every year. In some ways the commercial world is much more geared
to Christmas than the Church is. They put things in full view of every-
one who passes, enticing them to come in and take part; sometimes
they will even come outside and suggest we take a sheet or go in and
see their offers! The difference, of course, is that they are doing it to
make money, so the business will make a profit.

But, can we learn from them? Are we, the Church, putting the news
in full view, enticing people to take part? Do we go outside to meet
them? How will they know if no-one tells them?

So, let us prepare for Christmas and relive all that happens at this
time. | hope each of you have a blessed and peaceful time.
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CHRUSTMAS

Jesus.... Light of the World




JILL JOTTINGS

Happy Advent and Happy Christmas,

You do know what would have happened if it had heee

wise WOMEN instead of men, don't you?

They would have asked for directions, arrived ametihelped
deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a aissend
brought disposable nappies as gifts!

Sorry to be sexist, but as we approach Christinhaye
been diving into new books, and listening to musifind new material to use
this year. In the process, | came across this jake wondered where to use it.
My jottings drew the short straw!

All joking aside, we have now entered the timeAdient, a time of prepa-
ration when we can think again of the meaning ofistimas. We think of all
that led up to Mary and Joseph travelling long mile end up in Bethlehem,
giving birth to Jesus, God's Son, in a smelly gtablMany of us will have
heard the story over and over again, and it's &atake it for granted, not stop
to think through what it means for us in the'Zlentury. How could a baby
born over 2000 years ago be relevant to what wel@rey today?

Years ago, Bette Midler brought out a song caltedpm a Distance” and
one of the lines in the song says, “God is watchisgrom a distance”. When
| heard it on the radio one morning, | sat up id bad yelled out, “No, He's
not, He's here.” The whole point of Christmas atwve call the Incarnation,
God came Himself to live among us. He wasn't watclirom a distance,
vaguely interested in what was going on down on liftle blue and green
planet. He was SO interested in us, SO involvedigncreation, that He came
Himself, to help us know Him better and to helgdivs our lives the God way.
But if He had come as a great King or Emperor, éf tthd come riding in on
great clouds in the sky, people would really haeerbforced to believe in
Him. He'd have become a celebrity who the rich lididnave got to know and
from whom the poor would have been excluded. Bétteeome in a humble
way, born among the poor as a homeless refugee,tabklate to everyone,
and show that God is here for everyone, even yaunae. And then people
would have the choice whether to believe in Hinmaoi:

Over the weeks of December we will be having aidk of services and
events going on that will point to the true meandfi@hristmas. They are all
listed elsewhere in the Ambo, so why not come akongomething you've not
been to before? It might just be the last bittaf figsaw that will make it all
make sense, and make Christmas more relevantew avay.

May God bless and keep you this Christmas, and tmayChristmas child
touch your heart, and draw you closer to Him.

God bless, Jill.



THE FIRST CHRISTMAS GIFT

by Lena Rivers Looney

Born in a manger asleep on the hay
On that first Christmas morn the Son of God lay.
There in Bethlehem the Christ child was born
Wrapped in swaddling clothes that first Christmasm
Born in the flesh, a Man among men,
Living on earth a life without sin.
God's son from on high. His darling. His pride
Was the first Christmas gift at the first Christntiae.
The Christ child was sent to redeem man from sin,
To bring peace on earth, good will towards men.

So as we prepare with hearts full of glee
To celebrate Christmas with feast and with tree,
Forget not the cross which the Son of God bore.
Forget not the crown of thorns that Christ wore.
Forget not while giving your gifts rich and rare
That God gave his Son your vile sins to bear.
Forget not that there on Calvary's cross
This Christ for you died that your soul be not lost
Remember while giving, the gift that God gave
On that first Christmas day that your soul he mighte.

Rejoice in your Saviour! Rejoice in His birth!
Rejoice in the day God sent Him to earth.
Not by the giving of presents so fine,

But just by the living a life more divine
By trying to live each day and each hour

In God's divine will - in God's divine power.

By trying to know better this Christ so divine
Who on Calvary's cross bore your sins and mine.
Then let Christmas not be just a day we are living,
But a day filled with prayer, a day of thanksgiving

For the birth of the Christ child sent to eartmfron high
Is a gift far more precious than money could buy!

f/
\

J

They do say ...A woman will follow a man wherever she wants tadléam.




1 Corinthians 13 - CHRISTMAS VERSION

. Love sets aside decorating to kiss
|1 decorate my house perfectly W|th,[he husband.

plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights | 14 is kind though harried and
and shiny balls, but do not show lovey; o ’

to my family, I'm just another decora- vae doesn't envy another's home

tor. . : :
that has coordinated Christmas china
If | slave away in the kitchen, bak-

. . ) and table linens.
ing dozens of Christmas puddings, Love doesn't yell at the children to

preparing gourmet meals and arrangyet oyt of the way, but is thankful they
ing a beautifully adorned table at 3.4 there to be in the way.

mealtime, but do not show love to my Love doesn't give only to those

family, I'm just another cook. who are able to give in return, but

. IfTwork at the soup kitchen, carol gjnices in giving to those who can't.
in the nursing home, and give all that I | e pears all things, believes all

have to charity, but do not show |0vethings, hopes all things, endures all
to my family, it profits me nothing. things

If I trim the spruce with shimmer- LO\}e never fails
ing angels and crocheted snowflakes, Computer game.s will break. cash-

attend a myriad of holiday parties an¢he e jumpers will wear out, golf clubs
sing in the choir's cantata, but do not,, get lost,

];)Oo(:izts on Christ, I have missed the But giving the gift of love will en-

_ dure.
Chilszve stops the cooking to hug theHappy Christmas!

Author Unknown.

The Bible says ...He who heeds discipline shows the way to life,|but
whoever ignores correction leads others astRxpverbs 10:19.




10 COMMANDMENTS of BLOGGING

Ten cyberspace commandments hav@. You shall not murder someone

been posted online to give bloggers a&lse’s honour, reputation or feelings.

moral edge in a virtual age. 7. You shall not use the web to com-
mit adultery in your mind.

1. You shall not put your blog before 8. You shall not steal another person’s

your integrity. content.
2. You shall not make an idol of your9. You shall not give false testimony
blog. against your fellow-blogger.

3. You shall not misuse your screen 10. You shall not covet your

name by using your anonymity to do neighbour’s blog ranking. Be content
wrong. with your own content.

4. Remember the Sabbath day by tak-

ing one day off a week from your =~ These come from a ‘Godblogs’ event
blog. by the Evangelical Alliance. The Al-
5. Honour your fellow-bloggers abovéiance is inviting feedback on the com-
yourself, and do not give undue sig- mandments, which are on the Alliance
nificance to their mistakes. website, at www.eauk.org .




A LESS WASTEFUL CHRISTMAS

ling bins are becoming a familiar
ight, the UK still lacks an extensive

’ recycling infrastructure. The nation
about recycling. Overwhelmed by a i’ creates 150 million tons of rubbish

mountain of discarded packaging, ting ., year, of which 80 per cent is bur-

sel, food scraps and other rubbish, W@ | andfill space is rapidly running
have so much to distract us. But it's

worth giving some thought to ways in '.I'he good news is that this year

which we can minimise the waste thalyer 4 million Christmas trees will be
is created during the festivities. recycled and turned into ash or mulch

An estimated one billion .Christ- by local authorities, many of which
mas cards and 85 square kilometres iy arrange collection. But that stil

of wrapping paper will have 10 g0 |g4yes six million that will be thrown

somewhere. Turkey foil wrap alone ,;t with the rubbish or left to rot in
will create 3,000 tons of waste. back yards or gardens.

Also looking for a home will be So what can we do on an individ-
I%asdslaogeodldbeIﬁgtrogrl]c;gad_?_ﬁ;s cang! level?If you have an old mobile
(disp y hew )- u hone lying around, you could give it

of mobile phones will be exchanged Community Fonebak, a scheme that
gifts (15 million are replaced inthe oy cjes phones or repairs and redis-
UK each year). According 0 a Surveyyip, tes them around the world (Tel
each child will expect to receive ten 4470g 683436). The project will also
presents, on top of those from parentgye donations to your favourite char-
—and 40 per cent of the toys will be i, christmas cards could be taken to
broken within three months. the special bins provided in (or out-

Hardly any batteries are recycled gjgey sypermarkets. “Think before you
despite the toxic substances they comp .o\ is a good motto for all of us
tain. Although green and blue recy- '

Amid all the rejoicing at Christmas, |
is easy forget our good intentions

E-MAILS GALORE!

Gettin awav from work is qettin line between work and leisure time is
9 y 9 9 putting employees under strain... Jim

harder to do — because nowadays it Noron, senior policy adviser at the
seems that more and more employerg,;ir te of Directors, has said:
are encouraging staff to check their “Anyone who works 100 per cent of

emails while on holiday. _ the time will not be working very ef-
Some experts fear that blurring th?ectively. L



STARS TOPPLE ANGELS

knocked the angels off.... in fact, they
Angels fall off the top of the tree! outsold them ten-fold. It seems that

What will be on top of your Christ-

h | stars are seen as easier to colour co-
mas tree this year? Lastyear stars , qinate with other decorations.

CALL FOR GAMBLING INDUSTRY
TO SUPPORT PROBLEM GAMBLERS

. million problem gamblers in the UK,
The Methodist Church has Welcomegnd the Methodist Church says it sup-

the recent report from the Gambling ported the ‘polluter pays' principle. If

Commission. The report stresses the, enough money is raised through

responsibility of the gambling industryyg ¢yrrent voluntary system, it wants
to provide enough money to help peqy gee the Government introducing

ple who are harmed by gambling. .o 5ulsorv pavments by gamblin
There are around a quarter of a busirr:esseg. pay ya g

f/
\
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CHURCH PROJECT

Centre will be open in the morning
with charity stalls and refreshments
[details in ‘advert’ later in the maga-
zine]. The Annual Carol Concert on
Thursday 18 December will benefit
the Project as a collection will be
taken [again details later in magazine].
Check out the Church Diary for other
events into next year.

Every blessing and Good Wishes
the Christmas Season and for 2009,

Firstly, | am sure you will want to
join me in wishing Brian continuing
good progress to complete recovery
from his heart operation. We look
forward to having him, and Joan, ba%r
among us. :

At the time of writing Advent and from the Service Team. John
our preparation for the season of '
Christmas are coming into sharp focus.
Some of these events will directly
benefit our Church Project. “Thank
you” to all who have contributed to
date. Our first cheque for £1,500 will
be sent soon.

Remember our first Advent event
on Saturday '8 December when the

They do say ...You know you're getting older when you finally odethe
top of the ladder and find it's leaning againstwreng wall.




CHRISTMAS BASICS -
DO YOU KNOW THEM?

Where was Jesus born? with 18 to 24 years olds the least.

Who told Mary that she would give A spokesman said: “No one seri-
birth to a son? ously thinks that being a Christian or
Who was Jesus’ cousin? member of the established Church is
Where did Joseph, Mary and Jesus ghe same thing as being British today...
to escape from King Herod? but if we are serious about social cohe-

sion, we can't afford to ignore the sto-
This time last year, only 12 per Centries that have bound us together as a
_ ’ culture for 1000 years. Any attempts

of adults in the UK could answer thosg down-play the Christmas story in

simple questions correctly. Theos, thgjer tg help social cohesion are likely
theological think-tank which commis-; a counter-productive.”

sioned the survey, found that middle

Answers: Bethlehem, an angel, John
aged people, 55 to 64, know the mo

e Baptist, Egypt).

SMILE

. o Dancing cheers you up; spendin
Are you depressed? Smile - it m'ghlt_ESS mor?ey not rr)(ore ICéoulcl)d makge

help you more than taking Prozac.  §,, happier: eat kippers for breakfast

says one government scientific ad- (they contain omega-3 fatty acids):
viser, Prof Jane Plant. Her recent and send fewer text messages.

book on unorthodox ways to fight de~rpe ook is: “Beating Stress, Anxiety
pression and anxiety has other unusygi Depression’, by Prof Plant and

ideas, such as: Janet Stephenson.



SAINT DAYS in DECEMBER

1*' Eloi - revived three schoolboys murdered by
a patron saint for the euro?  an innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He
rescued three young women from
prostitution by giving their poverty-
stricken father three bags of gold.

lts nearly seven years since Europe

switched over to the euro. (January
2002) So this is a good time 0 ré- ence the use of three gold balls as
member EIO|, bishop of Noyon, who 4,4 pawnbroker's signs.)
was born in Gaul, and started out as a Over the centuries many, including
goldsmith. He entered the service of ’

b h : children, sailors, unmarried girls,
Bobon, the royal treasurer. He went o, niyrokers and moneylenders have
on to become master of the mint for

: : : claimed him as their patron.
King Clotaire 1 of France. His reputa- Perhaps it was on account of St.

tion was based not only on excellent \;iholas’ generosity that in recent

design, but also on economical use Qfghyries children began to write little
materials. Nota b"’I‘d example for the, gres sometime before 6 December, to
makers of the euro! tell him about the toys they specially

_Eloi’s craftmanship and friendshipanted. These notes were then left on
with the king made him very wealthy.i,o \indowsill at night - or else on a
He gave much of his money to the ledge in the chimney.

poor, built a number of churches, ran- But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie

somed slaves, and founded a convenf, {he magnetic field of a much more
in Paris and a monastery in Solignacygtent festival.... and after awhile his

o T _ activities were moved towards Christ-
3" Francis X:slv_ler mas. Then in Bavaria the children still
see last year's issue left their notes on the window sill, but
S they addressed them to Liebes Christ-
6" St Nicholas kind - Krishkinkle as they knew him -
Father Christmas seems to be as ol@nd the saint’s part in the matter was
as Europe. Once he was Woden, lasflmply to deliver the letters in heaven.
ing his rein-deer through the darkness The most popular result of the cult
of northern midwinter. Then he en- Of St Nicholas has been the institution
countered the Church, and She trans2f Santa Claus. He is based on Nicho-
formed him into a saint, the much- las’ patronage of children and the cus-
loved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in tom in the Lov_v Countries of giving
south-west Turkey) in the fourth cen-Presents on his feast.
tury. St Nicholas became the patron " _ _
saint of children, and was given 6 De- 11" Daniel the Stylite
cember as his day. see last year’s issue
According to legend, Nicholas was h T
an extremely generous man. He 17" Lazarus of Bethany



late Middle Ages, anyone who had a
Some people have near-death EXPEision of the after-life knew just whom

ences; Lazarus should be their patrogy (nank for this ‘postcard from
saint, except that he went all the wayp,a5qyen’ —
and died for four days. He was quiet o

in his tomb and the mourners of Beth- 26" St. Stephen
any were in full swing - before Jesus
called him back to life (John 11:1-44).

What happened next to Lazarus and st : :
his sisters Martha and Mary? The 217 Winter Solstice
New Testament never tells us, but A Midwinter festival has been a part

there are some clues from early churohlife since pre-Christian times. When

St Lazarus!

see last tear's issue

history and legends. the hours of daylight are fewest, the
It seems that Lazarus became venyarmth of the sun weakest, and life
popular with the early Christian itself seemingly at a standstill, our an-

Church because he was living evi- cestors, the pagan peoples of Europe
dence that Jesus could bring people and Western Asia, kept festival by
back from the dead. It also seems thiahting bonfires and decorating their
Lazarus was NOT popular with the buildings with evergreens.
local Jews, for the very same reason. Perhaps they believed that the dy-
They wanted to forget Jesus, and heieg sun could be enheartened by fire,
Lazarus was still walking around, talkand the life of the buried seed assured
ing about resurrection... by the presence of evergreen branches.
So eventually some exasperated  With the advent of Christianity, the
Jews decided to act. According to arBpring gods became identified with
early Eastern tradition, they placed Christ, and the birthday of the sun with
Lazarus and his sisters into a leaky the birthday of the Light of the World.
boat and set them adrift in the Medi- The early church father Tertullian did
terranean.... where the little boat carnot approve of Christmas decorations.
ried them safely to Cyprus. Here Lazd-et those who have no light in them-
rus became bishop and lived for an- selves light candles!... You are the
other 30 years. light of the world, you are the tree ever
Another, later, tradition has it that green....” But by the time of St Greg-
the boat had no rudder or oars, but stily and St Augustine, four centuries
bore them safely to Gaul, where Lazdater, this had changed. Pope Gregory
rus founded a church and became thmstructed Augustine not to worry
first bishop of Marseilles, so to speakabout harmless outward customs, as
until he was martyred under Domitialong as the right God be worshipped
(81-96AD). through them. And so many Anglo-
Either way, second time round, Saxon customs were never discarded,
Lazarus stayed dead. But it was but simply endowed with a new sig-
thought he was still at work. By the nificance.



METHODIST E-NEWS
THE BUZZ 66

Three more exciting and encouraging stories froouad Methodism.
The contacts provided will be pleased to give yawemnformation.

LEARNING AND CARING - Dedication on wheels
From Bladon Methodist Church, Bladon, West Oxfordsh

A 14-year-old member of Bladon Methodist Churclsedian impressive
£3,000 for the British Heart Foundation this sumimecycling from Land's
End to John O'Groats in just 15 days. Luke Drummavritb is an active mem-
ber of Bladon Methodist Church, did the 982 mitierin honour of his late
grandfather Tony, who died of a heart attack, irrdtaBut the gruelling ride
was not without its challenges. Luke suffered apyhiog 13 punctures, broke
his gears and lost four bottles of shower gel ewhy! Before he set off Luke
said, "This is a challenge that | have wanted tgidoe | was 12, but the mem-
ory of my Grandad is now going to be spurring melooughout the journey."

Email contactmailto:mail@juniorchurch.com
Phone contact: 01869 337881
Website:http://www.justgiving.com/lukesend2end/www.lukedmaond.co.uk

SERVICE - A wet welcome
From Balsall Common Methodist Church, Coventry Blutheaton Circuit

Even the wettest day of the year couldn't dampersiirits of the members of
the Balsall Common, Meriden and Tree Park Methd@isirches as they gath-
ered together for a BBQ to welcome their new maristhe Rev. Andrew
Charlesworth and his family ignored the deluge @htspectacularly caused
the river to burst its banks) and enjoyed a furkpdafternoon including fabu-
lous food, face painting and live music, providgdte Balsall Common's
Young People's Orchestra at Springfield House Resial School for children
with special needs. We were later delighted tonl¢laat the event had raised an
impressive £500 for the children of the school,clHBarclays Bank has gener-
ously pledged to double.

Email contact: Mary Cotterrellmailto:bcmethchurch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone contact: 01676 533737
Website:http://www.methodists5-10.0rg.uk




EVANGELISM - Back2Church Sunday
From St Andrew's Methodist Church, Worcester

A warm welcome, a cup of tea and some great musie wn offer to all new-
comers to our evening 'Praise Service' to mark BabkirchSunday. An assort-
ment of gifted musicians accompanied the servicehwvas part of a nation-
wide ecumenical initiative to encourage people Wwhad got out of the habit of
coming to church to return to 'Mother Church'. BieAndrew's Singers and an
enthusiastic congregation created a spirited amefftli fiesta by singing a se-
lection of popular modern praise songs. We heldlbage worship Harvest
Festival in the morning service and the generougiagation raided their
kitchen cupboards for edible goodies in aid of@agcause - the Maggs Day
Centre for the homeless.

Email contact: Revd Anne Smitlmailto:rev_agreet@tinyworld.co.uk
Phone contact: 01905 767025
Website:http://www.standrewsworcester.org.uk

Contact Dina amailto:lazarusd @methodistchurch.org.uk
if you have a story for THE BUZZ.

/
!A mother was explaining to her son that he woulshdoe |
| having a playmate.
-“Mum, where did | come from?” the boy asked.
!“Well," replied Mum, “ Daddy planted a seed in nymtmy |

|and it grew into you’.
:“Oh! Was my picture on the packet?”.

. SPONSORSHIP of THE AMBO’S COVER |
| I am currently looking for friends to sponsor the next year.

If you previously sponsored and would like to do so again,
' please contact me a.s.a.p., otherwise that month’s slot may go. -
! I will NOT assume that you will wish to do so year on year. |

1 Thank you, Editor, Martin. .



‘THANK YOU'’ FOR SUPPORTING
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

well-known and best supported in the
UK. We no longer have an almoner on
our local committee (we used to be
able to allocate our own funds), but we

Recently several church members

were given special long service na-
tional awards by Macmillan Cancer

Support. Michael & Margaret Still, 4 that all the money we raise is

John & Elizabeth Bridges, Lucy Ed- ,qaq g support local patients. There is
wards, and John & Ethne Dando havg ycently opened drop-in centre at the
been fundraising for the Norton Rad-gyy which gives support to those first

stock Committee for a total of over  y54nsed — particularly important for

100 years between them, over the paghyiing people who may need advice

30 years! _ on accessing grants to help them when
50 years ago, in November 1958 g, are receiving treatment and un-

group which included local council- o114 t6 work. The funds we raise go
lors, doctors, the matron of Paulton 5\4rds the training of Macmillan

Hospital and business people of the 1, seq who specialise in cancer care,

town held a meeting to discuss the 5 the newest post is that of a special-
possibility of forming a committee in g sneech therapist at the RUH which
our area. lts aim would be to assist |4 not otherwise exist. Of particu-
The National Society for Cancer Re- 5 e s the work being done to cam-
lief as it was known at the time. Dougsaiqn for free car parking at hospitals
las Macmillan’s name was included &, hatients receiving chemotherapy

a later date, he being the actual foungq radigtherapy which can take hours

der in the 1930s. to administer, and to persuade the gov-

Formal fundraising began in Febrys, ant to allow free medication for
ary 1959. The first committee in- 5 cer patients.

cluded Mr. H.G. Cox who was Chair- 1o Norton/Radstock committee

man, Miss W.A. Lilley, Aimoner, Mrs. - always been a small one. At the

Betty Perry Treasurer and Miss Gracgment it is probably the largest it has
Witcombe, Secretary. Miss Wltcombgver been with 9 active members

held the post for 35 years, and main'(including 3 members of St. Johns
tained a close interest until her deathChurch) raising money by every

last year. Aubrey and Dorothy Man- e they can including coffee morn-
ley also worked tirelessly for Macm"'ings, a monthly second hand book stall

lan Cancer Support in the 70s and 8G§.ihe town, stalls at events, fashion
Aubrey serving as Chairman for man¥hows, concerts and by collecting

years. money at 3 flag days during the year in
Over the years we have seen the yho area We raise around £7,000 an-
charity grow to be one of the most 1y a1y through these efforts, but this is



often exceeded by legacies and be- by supporting oucoffee mornings,
guests from local people. Last year buying from and making goods for our
took us to over £20,000. stalls, attending owspecial events and
Until a cure or totally effective most importantly standing with us
treatment for this dreadful disease is (sometimes in the rain) with collecting
found there will be a need to raise tins on flag days. We could not do so
money for Macmillan. At this time much without you and are so grateful
when the work of our committee menfier the help you have given and con-
bers has been acknowledged we wotildue to give us.
like to take the opportunity of thanking
all church members who have so gen- THANK YOU!

erously given their time to help our Ethne Dando,
small committee over the years, either Acting Chair and Secretary.
T it T T -
i Go carefully! :

‘A man was hitchhiking on a quiet road, on a very aégkt and in the l

:middle of a storm. The night was rolling on andcao went by. The stornh

I grew stronger so he could hardly see a few feetdihe ;
Suddenly he saw a car come towards him and Viytewdp. Without

:thinking about it, the man got in the back seatsetl the door thankful to !

| get out of the storm. Then he realised there wasdy behind the wheel!;
The car moved off slowly; the man looked at thedrand saw a bend

:coming his way. Scared he started to pray, bedgingis life. He hadn'’t |

I come out of shock when, just before the bend, d bapeared through tht?'

jwindow and moved the wheel. The man, paralyseérior, watched how :

:the hand appeared every time, just before a bend. I

| Gathering his strength, the man finally jumpedafuthe car and ran on;

i to the next town. Wet and in shock, he went ihtfirst place, a restaurant,

:and started to tell everybody of the horrible eigrare he had been through.

| A silence enveloped everyone there as they reliseman was seriouF.
About half an hour later, two men walked into Hagne restaurant. As-

:they looked for a table, one said to the other gl dohn, that's the man |

lwho got in the car we were pushing.” :

| From A Bundle of Laughs, J John & Mark Stibbe, MoheBooks!

The Bible says ...A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unawhes| t
poverty awaits himProverbs 28:22.




The Ambo HOMILY flﬁ
25 days till .... lal

M any years ago Access cards ran their advertisimpain under the strap
line ‘Take the Waiting out of Wanting'. It chimedth the desire for instant
results. Today, there are those who say thatréeept economic crisis comes
from the desire for instant gratification, madegible by easily available
credit. A bit more waiting might not have donesasmuch harm.

But not all waiting is good. Spend time on a htapvaiting list or waiting for
aid in one of the world’s disaster zones and wgitém't good.

So why at Advent do we celebrate waiting? Becitissa particular sort of
waiting - a waiting of preparation and a waitingeapectation. Some years
ago we'd finished our meal when a lady from ourrchuarrived. We'd invited
her for a meal, but she was a week early. Jildlggooked our second meal
and our guest never knew her mistake. But we Kmaw much better the meal
would have been if we’'d had time to prepare. Be@repared deepens the ex-
perience when it comes.

Then there’s expectation. Anyone with childrematne at the moment will be
suffering expectation — sheer excitement in the.w@t. Paul talks about the
whole creation waiting on tiptoes for what God @éng to do. Adventis a
time to join in that anticipation of what God wilo.

So, enjoy the waiting this Advent. Prepare yourseld then celebrate God’s
great act of love in coming to us in Jesus mory.fuhnd wait with expecta-
tion of what God is going to do to transform therldo

Happy waiting. <
lan Souter.







CHRISTMAS at MIDSOMER NORTON

Sunday 14 " December
10.30 am Morning Worship - Nativity Service
6. 00 pm ‘CAMEOQ’ Carols [Come And Meet Each Other]
Favourite carols in the hall with fruit punch and mince pies.

Thursday 18 ™ December
7.30 pm Carol Concert -
Community Carol Singing led by
Midsomer Norton & Radstock Silver Band
and Chilcompton Ladies Choir.

Sunday 21 %' December
10.30 am Morning Worship
6.00 pm Candlelit Carol Service

Wednesday 24 " - Christmas Eve
6.00 pm Christingle Service -
A lovely service for all the family
11.00 pm Midnight Communion

Thursday 25 ™ - Christmas Day B
10 am Family Service to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ

Please come to all or any of the above.
You will be most welcome.

REMEMBER THE REASON FOR THE SEASON.

The Bible says ...The virgin will be with child and will give birthio a|
son, and they will call him, Immanuel, which me&wd with us.
Matthew 1:23




DOMINOES

the rate of one every half hour.

It seems that some celebri-
ties have started the craze, and the
cost is within everyone’s reach. A
low-cost, low-tech present that

Dominoes arent exactly play-

station, but it seems they are mak-
ing a comeback. In fact, the game
is becoming so popular that a few
months ago John Lewis reported will last forever, and provide hours

that its own-brand £4 domino of simple numerical enjoyment.... not
boxes were flying off their shelves aty,_

/ /

J J

Quotes for December:

The world provides enough for every man’s neednotifor every man’s
greed. -Mohandas Gandhi.

Let us give according to our incomes lest God ntakeincomes to match ouy
gifts. — Anon

The real art of conversation is not only to sayrtpbt thing at the right time,
but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at thepterg moment. - Anon

The Son came out from the Father to help us to amrh&om the world; He
descended to us to enable us to ascend to himthoAy of Padua

Christ became what we are that He might make us . - Athanasius
He who has no Christmas in his heart will neved f@hristmas under a tree.




PRAYERS and POEMS

A prayer from Papyri - Which has been dressed in tinselled
Helper of Men best

Found during an archaeological exca-or this festivity.

vation, this is very early, probably beTomorrow will be Christmas Day
tween second and fourth century.  Excitement, noise and cheer,

And friends and family will come

Helper of men who turn to you, To a happy atmosphere.

Light of men in the dark,

Creator of all that grows from seed,
Promoter of all spiritual growth,
Have mercy, Lord, on me.

And make me a temple fit for you.
Do not look too closely at my sins,
For if you are quick to notice my
faults

I shall not dare to appear before you
In your great mercy,

In your boundless love,

But for tonight I'm lost in thought
Just gazing at the snow,
Thinking of another Christmas
Of many years ago,
A young girl and her new born Son
A stable had to share,
With sheep and shepherds, ox and ass
‘And angels everywhere.
Kathleen Gillum

Wash away my sins The Oxen

By the hands of Jesus Christ, Christmas Eve, and twelve of the
Your only child, the chief healer of ek

souls. “Now they are all on their knees,”
The Bells T An elder said as we sat in a flock

| heard the bells on Christmas Day By the embers in fireside ease.
Their old, familiar carols play, We pictured the meek mild creatures

And wild and sweet the words repeaiyhere
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! They dwelt in their strawy pen,
Longfellow Nor did it occur to one of us there
To doubt they were kneeling then.

Quiet and Still
The snow came drifting gently down So fair a fancy few would weave
When all was quiet and still, In these years! Yet, | feel,
The village clock chimed out the houff someone said on Christmas Eve,
This season of goodwill. “Come; see the oxen kneel
And in the distance music notes -
Many voices singing, “In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Sacred hymns and Christmas carols Our childhood used to know,”
Church bells started ringing I should go with him in the gloom,

_ _ Hoping it might be so.
The presents tied and gaily wrapped Thomas Hardy

Are placed beneath the tree,



PUZZLE PAGE

1 What word across makes nine words down?

AB|A|A|D|I'|P|1]|B

f/
\

J

EIT|IK|E|N|P|D|N|E

2 Each answer is of four letters, running clockwise from the number,
The letters in the top rows across will spell a sentence.

2 4 6 819 10]11

12 14 16 |17 19 2]

13 15 18 20

NN

1] Portal 2] White precipitation 3] Wellington? Appeal 5] No Charge!

6] Remunerated 7] Damsel 8] Jan- Dec 9] Besidet{2rs) 10] Belonging to
me (2 letters) 11] Travel 12. Intense dislike 18sBue 14] Idiot 15] Naming
word 16] Discover 17] Eager 18] Tart 19] Dam 20} ét®y 21] Slash

22] Virtuous

Answers inside back cover.







BRISTOL METHODIST CENTRE

JOY is our GIFT -Men'’s boxer shorts (small & med.

. . g . only)
Chrlstmas is a difficult time for many Ladies gift sets Ladies underwear

of our guests here at the Centre. Some,. 1012 only)
are homeless and, as we celebrate aﬁ%f%othbrushes

revel, they just think at_)out su_rvival. We also require the following food
M.any do not haye family or friends ‘or meals and our stores:

with whom to enjoy a Christmas meal

s *Mince pies
or from yvhom to receive gifts and -Christmas puddings
companionship. This is where the  gicoits
Bristol Methodist Centre comes in! .Chocolate

Each Christmas we make sure our  tiqned Vegetables
guests receive a special hearty Chris-tStewing steak
mas meal, a Christmas gift and a ward,ned beef

welcome. - Tined pineapple, pears, oranges.
Therefore we ask our supporters if  \y/a would be gratefull for Christ-

they can donate some of the things QUi gift sets and decorations for our
guests need to get them through, andpq, " please do not wrap gifts as we
perhaps even enjoy, Christmas. 4t and try to give each the same.
Here’s a list we would appreciate re- inancig| gifts are always welcome
ceiving to make up presents: and donations to help pay for the

-Men’s shower gel Christmas meal would be much appre-
-Men’s body spray ciated.

-Men’s & Ladies roll-on deodorant
-Puzzle books

.Sudoku books Gifts and donations can be left in our

: Centre by Wednesday® December,
-Packs of playing cards and Una will take to Bristol. Thank
-Bars of chocolate you Una.

-Writing pads and pens Their full ‘Winter Letter’ is on the No-
-Razor blades ticeboard.

They do say ... People who live in glasshouses might as well angnee
doorbell.

The Bible says ...Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch pver
the door of my lips.Psalm 141:3.




In Jane’s Christmas ggggg Angel tidings:

drawing, two of the camels The little boy was to be an
were approaching the inn, over whictangel in the Christmas play and his
was pictured a large star. The third one line was: “Behold, | bring you
camel and its rider were going directlgood tidings.” He asked what tidings
away from it. “Why is the third man were and his mother explained that the
going in a different direction?” her  word meant news. On the night of the
mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’play, the youngster had stage fright
looking for a place to park.” and, after a long silence, blurted out:
--- “Hey, have | got news for you!”
Of course, | had expected that by the ---
age of seven it was inevitable for my What are angels like?
son to begin to have serious thought$chool children’s replies:
about Father Christmas. Sure enoudhynly know the names of two angels.
one day he said, "Mum, | know someHark and Harold. - 5yr-old
thing about Father Christmas, the It's not easy to become an angel! First,
Easter Bunny, and the Tooth Fairy." you die. Then you go to heaven, then
Taking a deep breath, | asked him, there's still the flight training to go
"And what is that?" He replied, through. And then you got to agree to
"They're all nocturnal.” wear those angel clothes. - 9 yr-old
--- Angels work for God and watch over
One night Freda went carol singing. kids when God has to do some-
She knocked on the door of a house thing else. - 7yr-old
and began to sing. A man with a violiAngels talk all the way while they're
in his hand came to the door. Withinflying you up to heaven. The ba-
half a minute tears were streaming sic message is where you went wrong
down his face! Freda went on singinbefore you got dead. 9 yr-old
for half an hour, every carol she knewvhen an angel gets mad, he takes a
- and some she didn't. At last she  deep breath and counts to ten. And
stopped. The man had continued to when he lets out his breath, some-
weep gently throughout her perform-where there's a tornado. 10 yr-old.
ance. “l understand,” she said softly. ---
“You are remembering your happy A Sunday school teacher asked her
childhood Christmas days. You're a class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus
sentimentalist!” with them to Jerusalem. A small child
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a replied: ‘They couldn’t get a baby
choked sort of voice. “I'm a musi-  sitter.’
cian!” ---
--- Love is what's in the room with you at
Father Christmas enters through a h@éristmas if you stop opening presents
in the chimney and leaves through a and listen. 7 yr-old
hole in your pocket.
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The Best Holiday
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M N METHODIST CRICKET

Knick-name: ‘The Wesleyites’ over targets and collapsing after de-
Finishing Position: #'in Division 4 of cent starts. Perhaps they placed too
the Saturday Conference. great a reliance on a few batsmen dur-

The Best of Times: Doing the doubleing the summer.

over Whitchurch with whom they had David Baker was outstanding at the
been promoted in 2007. top of the batting order, averaging 43,
The Worst of Times: Losing ‘The  an average which was a derivation of
Midsomer Norton Derby’ by 14 runs thirties and forties rather than big
against Midsomer Norton 3rds. scores and some low ones. David will
Leading Run Scorer in 2008: Stuart have particular memory of the side’s 9
Green 285 runs @57. wicket victory over Whitchurch which
Leading Wicket Taker: Craig Eyles kick started the Wesleyites’ season at t
13@9. he end of July, scoring 56 after having
Highest Individual Score: Stuart Gredaken 4 for 8 with the ball. He ended
104 not out v Old Bristolians West- the season with 94 in a large second

bury 4ths. wicket partnership with the side’s
Best Individual Bowling: Daniel other major influence with the bat,
Shearn 5 for 14 v Old Bristolians Stuart Green in the 75 runs win over
Westbury. Old Bristolians Westbury. This fixture
Ebor & Bias Player of the Season: Stsaw Stuart with a fine 104 score, his
art Green. side’s first ever century in The Satur-

Narrative: The club was affected morday Conference. The bowlers were
than most by the adverse weather argbldom hammered by an opposition.
the propensity of certain opponents td he only exception being in the 8
default their scheduled fixture. Suchwicket defeat to Shepton Mallet, and
was the ‘Wesleyites’ plight. They then perhaps excusable for they had
took to the field only 8 times during not bowled for 5 weeks. Craig Eyles
the whole summer, and one of thesemust now be strong candidate to emu-
matches at the Grove against Nailsedate the now retired Stuart Bradley of
was rained off at tea. The Charlton Bear Flat as the most frugal of bowlers
Road side did not complete a game in the Leagues - his 13 wickets came
between the June and 19July. at under 10 apiece. John Fry started
Their season became unstuck arounthe season well with the ball. His 3 for
this period with successive defeats irB brought an early victory in week 2
the first week in June to their closestaway at Shepton Mallet; and his 4 for
rivals, Stratton-on-Fosse and Mid- 32 at the start of June restricted Strat-
somer Norton3rds, and then the hamton-on-Fosse before the latter's bowl-
mering by Shepton Mallet by 8 wick- ers turned the tables. Daniel Shearn
ets on their return to action in July. worked hard during the season and got
The first two defeats had a pattern - just rewards with ‘five fer’ on the Au-
batting second in pursuit of 4 runs pegust Bank Holiday weekend.



Turn on Factor: 5 out of 10 to be promoted because of what hap-
The Future: The decision to take propens on the pitch.

motion is to be admired for its hon- The playing surface at their school
esty. Without a couple of players forground was excellent and they play the
the early part of 2009, the club will begame the way it should be. Candour,
clearly weakened. The club also re- fun and honesty are the hallmarks of
flected on the fact that 12 of their ~ the Methodists.

points came through their opponents Written by Malcolm Buck,
defaulting. That was no fault of the North Somerset Cricket Administrator,
Methodists, but they would clearly likand repeated here with his permission.

A WORD FROM ‘OVER THE POND’

and abroad. They've sponsored refugee

families in Bosnia, Sudan and Burma.
McCreary from Nebraska, USA ex- Karen & David were excited

changed with Rev. Douglas & Hazel \iuh the recent Presidential elec-
Brewer in Summer 2001 for 6 weekSyjon yictory of Barak Obamal Karen
and ministered in Midsomer Norton. says 'lt was truly a victory for black

They have moved this sum- Americans who still lag behind white
mer from Grand Island to the State - Americans in jobs, housing, etc. | hope
Capital of Lincoln and David iS NOW ¢ country does a better job of seeing
Pastor at Southminster United Meth-yhe selves responsible for and to each
odist Church, probably his [astap-  gther. wWe have become such a splin-
pointment before retirement. tered country and we have so many

In October, the Church members 51 ems at the moment. We're not
(161) celebrated 120 years of the  gyhacting miracles from Obama, but |
building - ‘the architecture is very Enggir we all respect him as a man of

lish', they say. Built by the United  5nety and integrity, who is also very
Brethren, later merging with the Evarb‘right, as is his wife, Michelle.' [On

gelical United Brethren and latterly t olling day, it was 75F degrees!}
Methodists to become United Method- They se’nd their love to all at.Mid-

ists. Scouting features in their activi- g mer Norton. David still cycles most

ties, also aISat_urday sidewalk days in the big city though they feel
(C%?I\(;?;em.) ministry for adults and  yhey are more small town people, like
’ !

Outreach features highly on the
Church's agenda both in the mid-west

Rev. David & Mrs. Karen



MAGNET

worship ,material and focuses on
world and justice issues.

Do have a look at the copy in the
Link or on the Women'’s fellowship

The winter issue is now available,

which means subscriptions for the
coming year are due.

Magnet magazine is a Christian |, sticeboard.
resource produced by the Methodist ¢ you would like to order a copy

Church for men and women. 1tis pubyjeace see Edith. The subscription is
lished quarterly and each issue pro- £19 g pe paid by mid-December
vides regular features including Bible Jeén.

Study, prayer focus, personal stories,

They do say ... My idea of housework is to sweep a place withaangé.




CHRISTMAS POST

10p per card for individual cards

in post box and gifts of money in

5 lieu for a card placed on the

“% board.] Donations can be gift-

¥ aided by use of a pink envelope
fully completed - marked

A reminder both Christmas Ca

schemes are operating again th
year - a board in the Link for
cards and the Christmas Post B
will be placed in the church ves
bule on Sundays"7& 14" De- ‘Christmas Post’

cember, at other times in the The box Wil|| be emptied for

Link. Please post individual the final time 11.30 am on Friday"19
cards in the Post Box, with envelopegyacemper. Cards will be ready for
sealedand addressedearly with collection on Sunday 21December.

surnames. We both hope you will be able to
Donationsfor both schemes may support one or other of the card

be postedin sealed envelopeplease, ¢ hemes
in the post box. [Suggested donation is ' Sheila and Linda.

They do say ... It's unforgivable to forget to forgive; so forgilmfore
you forget.
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ownswomen

omorrow’s women oday

BATH FEDERATION OF TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILDS
(Registered Charity No. 1091962)

ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE
MIDSOMER NORTON METHODIST CHURCH
2.30 pm Saturday 13th December 2008

Shirley Toogood, Federation Chairman and Midsonatdh Towns-
women’s Guild look forward to welcoming, The Righforshipful the
Mayor of Bath, Federation President, the Mayorasswife and last
year's President), Councillor Robin Appleyard, ClediNorton-Radstoc
Town Council, David Bellotti, Chair of Bath & Northast Somerset
Council, and two representatives of Avon Federatiowomen'’s Insti-

tutes, when they host this year’s Carol Service.

Rev. Jill Flowers will officiate and the servicelWde accompanied by
Organist Madge Gilson. Pianist, Sheila Twisselll direct her small choi
from Weston Village TG and accompany Soloist LaDingplin.

Contact: Joan NormanGuild Representative, 01761 413580
or e-mail - malcolmnorman@aol.com




A GRAND CONCERT

Community Carols
and Music
for Christmas
* H#

0
1 +

Thursday 18th December
7.30 pm
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EVENTS at AMMEDOWN
A Living Silence : Join us for reflection and meditation (listening to mu-
sic, a reading and then 15-20 minutes silence) in the Ammerdown
Chapel every Friday from 6.00 to 6.30pm.
January
Friday 16 to Sunday 18 - CONQUER STRESS with Dr Liz Christie and
Sue Glanville. Residential: £175, Non-residential: £117
Do you find it hard to relax? Are you often feeling tired and anxious?
Does your life feel out of balance? If so, then this weekend will enable
you to:

discover the sources of your stress

feel more in control of your life

explore a range of relaxation techniques

find out what strengthens you
relax and have fun
Friday 16 to Sunday 18 - ENNEAGRAM PART 1 w ith Srs Felicity
Young and Margaret Lyth. Residential: £175, Non-residential: £117
Enneagram is recognised today in the secular world as a tested and
proven method for revealing personality types, but is in fact first and
foremost a powerful tool for spiritual growth through self-knowledge.
Friday 23 to Sunday 25
CREATIVE JOURNALING — Abundance with Ann Beazer.
Residential: £175,Non-residential: £117
This year’s ‘Creative Journaling’ weekend will focus on ABUNDANCE and ask
what the implications of abundance are for how we think and react to life’s
challenges. A range of different exercises will be used to explore this topic.
The aim is to reflect on one’s inner life using whatever approaches most ap-

peal and work best.

[/
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The Bible says ...And having been
warned in a dream not to go bacK to
Herod, they returned to their country
by another routeMatthew 2:12.




CHILDREN'S HOSPICE S W

. .. usual noise and laughter! But, you
Friends of CHSW have been |nV|teV(\j/Si” leave with a huge sense of enthu-

to one of their January Open Days glqm for your local charity and have a
Charlton Farm. The following days arﬁroud smile on your face!

available:
Thursday 2% - 10am - 12noon;
Friday 28 - 10 am - 3pm;
Saturday 24 - 10am - 3pm.
Each tour will take approximately 1
hour and will take place in and around
their special house and beautiful gar-
dens. You may also get the chance to

meet some of the team, and enj&}/ tact i t 10 visit
some refreshments afterwards. Unlés§2S€ contact me it you want to visit,

there is an emergency no families will’ 0.17,[61 ‘}[16657 so | can make an
be staying with them at this time, s8PPO!NtMeNt.

unfortunately, you won’t hear the Mary.

: Directory of Community Activities :
! Copies of the recently updated (Feb 2008) Directory covering Nor- |
iton Radstock and the Surrounding Area are available from Kathy  :
- Sinkins - Senior Community Development Worker (01225 396572) I
| based at the Hollies offices of Bath & North East Somerset Council. |
. Church organisations and groups using the Methodist Centre are

! advised to check whether their details need updating or amending |
- for accuracy. :
- The Directory, some copies in Reception, is a invaluable source of I

| local information. I




AND FINALLY

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespedaiset in the Church
basement Friday at 7 pm. The congregation is idviteattend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the First Bygsrian Church. Please use
large double door at the side entrance.

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's nemgaign slogan last Sun-
day: 'l Upped My Pledge - Up Yours'

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of &hGkc elementary school for
lunch. At the head of the table was a large pilapyles.

The nun wrote a note and posted it on the appje 'tfake only ONE. God is
watching."

Moving further along the lunch line, at the othed®f the table, was a large
pile of chocolate chip cookies.

A child had written a note "Take all you want. Gsdvatching the apples.”

for January’s ‘The Ambo’ is early,
on Wednesday 17" December.

N

This Newsletter (less personal details) is reproduced on our web site,
where photographs are usually reproduced in colour.
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THE CHURCH CENTRE is open Monday - Saturday 0900 - 1230
Tel. 01761 410450 Answerphone on at other times

Web-site at www.msnmcc.org
Address: High St., Midsomer Norton, Somerset. BA3 2 DR




CHURCH DIARY
Sat 6 0900-1200 Church Centre Open for Town Chést8hopping Day

Thu 11 1930 Christian Aid Christmas Evening at the Hoopers’
Wed 17 Deadline for January’s issue ofThe Ambo
Thu 18 1930 Carol ConcertiN &R Silver Band + Chilcompton L Choir
Sat 13 0830 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship - Breakfast from 8am.
Sun 21 1800 Candlelit Carol Service

2009
FEBRUARY
Fri 6 1930 Christian Aid Quiz - M N Methodist Hall - Teams of 4
Sat 14 1000-1200 Gift Day
MARCH
Sun 11200 Christian Aid Hunger Lunch in M N Methodist Hall

Fri 27 - Sun 29 Church Weekend Away at Brunel Manor

Activities & Events
Weekly activities are displayed in the Centre’s Reception area,
where posters for special events will be on the Noticeboard,
Details on a weekly notice sheet are also available there.
Sunday Worship
Morning Service - 10.30 am : Evening Worship - 6.00 pm
2nd Sundays - Breakfast Praise 9.30 am (Coffee/Toast from 9.00)
+ Community Mini-bus picks up less-abled friends for 10.30 service.
You are invited to join us at any time.




