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If this is your first time with our Newsletter, you are warmly
invited to attend any of the meetings or events described.
If you would like a regular ‘labelled’ copy of The Ambo please leave
your name and address details with the Receptionist or a Steward.
The Ambo can be posted if a book of postage stamps is supplied

From my grandfather’s writings of 1898 -Dymond’saaBionds:

Among the most dangerous of edged tools are guttimarks.

This month’s cover was sponsored by |

Brian & Joan Broome '

and '

Alfred Bee in memory of his parents Reginald & Grace Bee, !
who were born in 1909. !

:

|
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Your editor, Martin B. Dymond (martinbdymond@hotmail.com) is a mem-
ber of ACE (Association for Church Editors - www.churcheditors.org), and
is a founder member of S.C.E.N.E.S (Supporting Church Editors in N. E.
Somerset). As a Church we subscribe to Methodist E-News and Parish
Pump, but look to our readers to submit items of interest.

The views of articles in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Midsomer Norton Methodist Church or the Editor.
© Reproduction of any item in this publication may only be with
the permission of the Editor, 01761 412654.




Barry's Blog

How quick the season has changed; where have all the leaves gone
from the trees?

As | write this | am thinking too of the changes in our lives recently. Set-
tling down here has meant many changes for Anne and myself, but
there have been changes for you too. An unsettling time for all of us.

We are looking forward to Christmas this year very much, but it will be
different. The way you celebrate the birth of Christ is different to how
other people do. And yet it will be the same because the central mes-
sage of Christmas is the same everywhere; peace on earth goodwill to
all people, joy to the world for Jesus Christ is born on earth! Alleluia!

Change is good for us, it keeps us up to date, it makes us aware of
how the world has moved on. We must move on too. We must be rele-
vant to all people this Christmas.

| pray that as you enjoy the season you will remember the things that
never change, the things we can all rely on to be there when we need
them; God’s love for all, Jesus’ humanity, His divinity and the Holy
Spirit's guidance.

| leave you with words from the writer, Arnold Kellett:-

Holy Spirit! Wake and warm us!
Babe of Bethlehem transform us!
Word of flesh, so close, so clear!
Not a glimpse just once a year.



Tribute to Jean Wilkins

District held its Network ‘day out’ at

X . . Midsomer Norton; plus numerous
Women's Fellowship, | would like 10 qther things, going ‘that extra mile’ in
pay tribute to Jean Wilkins, who many ways. She was very keen to

passed away so suddenly. Jean wasggen the W F choir going which was
member of W F for about 25-30 yearg;, taq by her mother.

and was secretary for well over 20

On behalf of all the members of

Jean had a sense of humour and

years. would always have some witty remark

I say sometimes that behind a goqg nake, sometimes when giving out
organisation is a good secretary and ,ices etc. [She made us laugh].
Jean was this. She seemed to have  \yomen's Fellowship will miss
everything at her fingertips and kneWje 1 -~ she was very well thought of by
all the ‘ins and outs’ of W F and Net- | the members and we say “thank
work. She had a personality which v, 3ean for all you did. You were the
emanated in many ways. Jean had &, -hor of W F”.
mind of her own and knew what she \yq are very grateful to Joyce Bee
wanted but all was done in a friendly g has been acting secretary for the
way. last few months and who will now

| think organising was her forte. 5y over as secretary. | am sure she
There were many things she had to .1 4o well.

organise, such as meals for groups Brenda
from other churches when they were '
visiting the area, and when the Bristol



Act Now!

Do we care about the future of our What can we as Christians do? We
children and grandchildren? can cut our CO2 emissions in our
homes and cars and save energy. We
. can sign a pledge card, available at

) B 0I-rzeception, and write to our MPs and
ity of the world’s scientists who study;,o government. | do not think we

climate change tell us we have a rélag |4 pe cynics and think this will
tively short time to avoid catastrophepave no effect. If politicians knew if

before irreversible change takes placgqy jgnore this issue they will not be
| believe God's world faces the biggesiacted next year, they will act.

crisis it has ever faced. We cannot We can demonstrate ol Becem-
afford to ignore the evidence and putye anq encircle parliament. Coaches
our heads in the sand, as most seemda, e Anchor Rd. at 8am or a train

be doing. from Bath Spa at 9.35am. This 7-

In a recent newspaper poll, 85% .4 train departs from Plymouth. If
accepted global warming is taking - yjjlions around the world demon-

place; but only 41% agree it's man- a0 the politicians will feel they

made. Consequently, 41+17 = 58% 1, st act when they meet at Copenha-
who do not agree climate change is

largely man-made. 33% believe the
problem is exaggerated.

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, written by 152 scie
tists from more than 30 countries an.;qje than curse the dark?

reviewed by more than 600 experts, Finally, what are we doing as a

state concentrations of CO2 are NOW@ urch to save energy? A Methodist
their highest for at least 800,000 yeaysy rch in Cheltenham has installed

and natural factors alone cannot be tg‘aolar Panels. Could our next project
cause. Hardly any serious scientists . 15 have an installation?

dispute this.
The Christian Church, not Green-

peace or other organisations, shoulde.eB | have a short DVD which I will

leading the campaign to cut CO2 emigg 14 anyone needing more informa-
sions. China, with its extremely largeg;,,

population is very worried. China re-

lies on mountains in Tibet to producey g,y ahout the church turning its heat-
water fqr alarge percentage of_|ts . _ing down 1 degree or so, Most won't
population. As the ice in Tibet is dis-stice the difference and we help save

appearing the water supply is going g hjanet and save some money! Ed.
decrease at an alarming rate.

If you have never demonstrated
before, please prayerfully consider this
opportunity and give your name to me
)r Brian. Surely, it is better to light a

Trevor.



Back to 1960!

steward at ‘High Street’, Leslie Shearn

Quite a few will remember Rev. . .
T was choir master, Olive Adams was
Vernon Stones and his wife DorOthy'organist and as said above Rev.

He was Superintendent Minister fro”atones was minister. Together with

e mint condition record are two type-
_ : written orders of service and a post-
Sadly neither are with us now. card depicting the church frontage and
However, a link with those past o pajlin 1960. Jane has generously
days has come to light. Whilst goinggqnateq the record to keep with church
through some personal effects in reag?’chive material. It is hoped to take a

ness for in-house altera_ltions, Jane CD copy of the vinyl record and cop-
Bruce came across a vinyl LP pro- e can be made if there is sufficient
duced from a BBC "West of England jerest. 5o, watch this space! In the

& Midland Home Services’ b,roadtgaStmeantime, our thanks to Jane for her
of the Sunday Evening Service 0N 7 \ery kind and thoughtful donation.
February 1960. In those days Jim, John.

Jane’s late husband, was probably a

Silent Night ....?

and you are five and a half times more
likely to catch a cold. (How do they

ork these figures out?!) In any case,
or some good tips on how to get a

1957 -1960 and returned to Pinewoo
Road, Midsomer Norton to retire.

A\s the stressful Christmas season
gets underway, try and get enough

sleep. Research in the US has foun
that seven hours a night is needed if good night's sleep, visit

you want your immune system to stay, .\, sleepcouncil.com
strong. Less than seven hours a night,

[fr
- Thoughts for December: _I
| The world provides enough for every man’s neednbtifor every man’s |
:greed. Mohandas Gandhi.. .

| it is easier to renounce worldly possessions thantd renounce the love ¢f
.them. -Walter Hilton. .

! He who is not liberal with what he has, does baedle himself when he |
- thinks he would be liberal if he had moré&Villiam Plumer. .

! How does the chap who drives the snowplough gebr&? |
| Don't cry because it's over; smile because it hage |



Church Project

As an explanation of the current children and it takes two weeks to sort
Church Project, Church’s Local Re- out benefit claims.
lief Fund, it was thought that this However, your Relief Fund has:
letter of appreciation from the local 1.Enabled a young woman to buy food
Citizens’ Advice Bureau would clarify and nappies for a young child in an
how the Fund is used. emergency following domestic vio-
lence. She had not eaten properly for
On behalf of the Mid- _ two days. o ,
somer Norton Citizens’ 2-Helped a local family with 4 chil-
Advice Bureau. | would dren to feed themselves for two days
’ whilst emergency applications were
made for benefits and a complaint
made to the DWP for losing their
claim in the first place. The adults

like to offer our many

thanks to the members
of your church for your generous allo-
cations of food vouchers to our Bu- e
reau. Also, | thought it was again time hac_l not been eating in order to feed
for me to give you a report on how their children and they had com-
your Relief Fund has helped local peo-PI€tely run out of any source of

ple in Midsomer Norton. funding or help. _
Since the 17 February 2009 you 3.An older person whose pension and
have directly helped 16 families, bank passbook had been stolen had

mostly with dependent young children.Ner account frozen by the bank and

After carefully assessing any possible SC Was unable to shop for food over
entittements from the Department of a vx_/eekend period. She was also In-
Work and Pensions Crisis Loan sulin dependent and needed to stick

Scheme. food vouchers are issued  © @ strict diet. However, one of your
where no entitlement is possible from Vouchers alleviated her anxiety and
other sources. Each time a voucher is €NSured that she was not at risk from

: : e i having proper food. She was
issued, a printed slip is given to our N0t havi .
clients informing them that the help is both relieved and astonished that the

from the Methodist Church's Relief ~ church was able to help. We have
Fund in Midsomer Norton. now helped to have her account re-

The problem with the government activated and she was happy to re-
crisis loan scheme is that it takes sey- fund the voucher which we gave her

eral days before payments reach peo- so that it will be able to help yet an-

ple whereas the need for food is immeother client.

diate. As an example, separation fol--A young 16 year old was thrown out
lowing domestic violence is often a by his stepfather after his mother h_ad
feature of such cases where one part- [€ft home. He was absolutely desti-

ner has been forced to flee with the ~ tUt€ an_d a food voucher_helped him
to survive for 3 days whilst we



helped him to obtain emergency ac-
commodation through social services
These examples, and many others,
typical of the kind of cases that we deg
with. Many of these people have no as
sets, savings or family and friends whd
can help. The bureaucracy of the beng
system remains complex and often the
administration and payment of benefits
does not respond adequately with prag
cal help to people in crisis. Food is su
a basic necessity. There are also times

when other kinds of help are beneficial to

low income families with young childre
such as the replacement of essential it
such as bedding or a child’s cot, items
which are excluded by the government
crisis loans scheme. We know just h
much of a difference your Relief Fund
makes to individuals and their depend-
ents in times of emergency. Be assure
those who have been helped by your f
are deeply appreciative of the church’s
help and | believe that some of them fi
a renewal of faith.

Thank you again for all your support,
Stephen Lloyd-Cook,

Deputy Bureau Director,

North East Somerset Citizens’ Advice
Bureau,

Midsomer Norton.

As the Relief Fund is not a registered
charity gift aiding cannot be used.

However please remember other chari
ble giving can be, so use the ‘pink’ eny
lopes in other instances of church givin
See next column to see the difference
aiding can make.

Editor.

are

pfits

ti-
ch

DW
The current figure can be seen in the
totaliser graphic - money passing

d from our hands into another.

ind

It is good to see in the CAB’s letter
nchow our money is spent and how it
benefits people, in this case local
folk who find themselves in need.

P.S. Last year's Project figure has
increased to £6,942 with the receipt
of gift-aided tax returned which
amounted to £445. Also received, a
further £54 for 2007/8 Air Ambu-
lance Project..

d- Other Donations:
. JAM Club [Jesus and Me] havi
ift sent £20 to Children in Need.




Saint Days in December

1st Eloi translated an abridged statement of
Detalils last year. Christian belief, and made a hundred
converts in one year at Kagoshima
3rd Francis Xavier - alone. When he left Japan, the total
the seasick missionary number of Japanese Christians was

who struggled with languages ~ about 2,000; within 60 years they were

. L resisting fierce persecution, even to
|gnat|us Loyala sent his friend and g P

follower Francis Xavier (born 1506) to WHerever Xavier sailed, he left

the Orient as a missionary. What a after him numerous organised Chris-
missionary! Imagine David Living-  tjan communities. Not bad for a man
stone, Billy Graham and the Alpha \yho suffered seasickness and had
Courses rolled into one. His mass  royple in learning foreign languages!
conversions became legendary —he  xavier died in 1551, on his way to
baptised 10,000 people in one monthchina, His body was preserved and
and in just ten years of work was crednshrined for many years. His right
ited with 700,000 conversions. arm was detached in 1615 and is still
Xavier became the most famous preserved in the church of the Gesu at
Jesuit missionary of all time, workindrome. He was canonized by Gregory
so hard that he had only a few hours'xy in 1622, and declared Patron of

sleep each night. He was known as the Foreign Missions by Pius XI in
‘the Apostle of the Indies’ and ‘the 1927

apostle of Japan’. He began by re-
forming Goa, which contalned numer- 6th St Nicholas
ous Portuguese Catholics, notorious Details last year.
for cruelty to their slaves, open concu- -
binage, and neglect of the poor. _For 11th Daniel the Stylite 409-93
three years, by example, preaching aﬂl o
writing verses on Christian truths set /0 you know any odd Christians?
to popular tunes, Francis did much td?eople with hearts of gold, who would
offset this betrayal of Christ by bad never harm anyone... but who are also
Christians. just plain ODD.... Well, Daniel the
For the next seven years he worké&iylite should be their patron saint.
among the Paravas in southern IndiaPerhaps he is the proof that God can
in Ceylon, Malacca, the Molucca is- bless and use any one of us, no matter
lands, and Malay peninsula. He methow batty some of our ideas may be.
with immense success among the low- Daniel was born in Mesopotamia in
caste but with almost none among th409 into a devout Christian family. He
Brahmins. seems to have been an intense sort of
In 1549 he ventured on to Japan, child; when he was only 12 he became



a monk. Some years later Daniel vispitality to each other. He prayed for
ited Antioch, and saw the famed people. People loved him for it, and
Simeon Stylites, the wild, hairy monkGod blessed him, even though he did
who lived his life perched high on togive on top of a pillar. When he even-
of a pillar, dropping his fleas and licetually died up there, his hair was four
on the people below. cubits long, and he had sat so long

Most of us would have walked on with his knees up to his chest that his
by, but in that moment Daniel's vocabones cracked when they straightened
tion was born. He climbed a ladder the body.
order to talk to Simeon, and soon after So next time you meet a good-
that set out on pilgrimage. At Con- hearted but eccentric Christian, take
stantinople he came across a disusedomfort — they could be far worse!
temple, reputedly inhabited by devils.

Daniel moved straight in. He bolted 17th Lazarus of Bethany

the door, and stayed inside for the next Details last year.
nine years. Local people fed him
through a small window. Braving 26th St Stephen (died ¢ 35 AD)

hideous noises and fighting violent

apparitions occupied a lot of Daniel's ) _
time — perhaps it was like having a that the very first martyr of the Chris-
fifth century play-station? tian Church was a deacon? (But no,

Simeon Stylites died in 459, and "€ wasn't worked to death by his

left Daniel his lice-infested cloak — church.)

which inspired him further. With the It was Stephen, one of the first
help of some local admirers, Daniel seven deacons of the Christian Church.

dfe’d been appointed by the apostles
up on a pillar just outside the city. to look after the distribution of alms to

Kirstie Allsopp of TV’s Location, Lo- the faithful poor, and to help in the
cation, Location would have approveinistry of preaching.

of the view over the Bosphorus, but _ ACts 6 and 7 tells us all that we
not the amenities. When Daniel neatfjfoW ©f his life, and the passages
froze to death one night, the EmperoPc€M 10 suggest that he was an edu-
was so worried that he built Daniel a cated Hellenistic Jew. Certainly

new, more spacious home: TWO p”_Stephen’s famous challenge to the

lars close together, with a little sheltey®WS réveals him to have been learned
on top. In the Scriptures and the history of

Daniel spent the next 33 years onJudaism, besides being eloquent and
top of his double pillars. People cami@rceful. . '
to him with their problems, and he S_tephen s proclamation on the day
comforted and advised them. He of his martyrdom pulled no punches.
preached every afternoon, on the lovE'® told the Jews that God did not de-
of God. He urged people to show hofend on the Temple. The Temple was

Have you ever stopped to consider

came out of his temple and set hims



but a temporary institution destined t&o the 28 December is a very poign-
be fulfilled and superseded by ant day in the church calendar. ltis
Christ, who was the prophet foreseemwhen the worldwide Church joins with
by Moses as the Messiah for whom thereaved parents to grieve the loss of
Jewish race had so long awaited.  babies and young children. For Holy

Stephen then challenged his hearéraocents day recalls the massacre of
for resisting the Spirit and for killing the young male children of Bethlehem
the Christ, as their fathers before by Herod the Great, after he had been
them had killed the prophets. The told a great king was born in Bethle-
Jews were so outraged by this that hem and he felt shaken. How could a
they stoned Stephen on the spot for child in unimportant little Bethlehem
blasphemy. be so powerful that the stars in the

As he died, Stephen saw a vision pight sky honoured his birth?! Herod
Christ on God's right hand. The mentook the magi so seriously that he de-
who were witness to the ston- cided to try and kill this new young
ing placed their clothes at the feet of rival, decreeing every male baby of
Saul (afterwards Paul), who (to his two years and under should be killed.
deep regret later) consented to (Matthew 2:1-18). The death of these
Stephen's death. innocent baby boys of Bethlehem be-

By the fourth century Stephen hacdtame a feast-day in the western
his own feast day in both East and Church by the % century. This was
West Churches. When his supposedecause the Church considered them
tomb was discovered in 415, his popte be martyrs because they not only
larity soared. His (supposed) relics diedfor Christ,but instead of Christ.
were taken to Constantinople and then Down the centuries, the tragic loss
Rome, along with some stones of the Holy Innocents has touched the
(allegedly) used at his martyrdom. imagination and hearts of poets,

Early on the Church made Stephepreachers and artists. Though heart-
the patron saint of deacons. In the ldteoken parents still grieve today, the
Middle Ages he was also invoked  Church can offer them one firm assur-
against headaches (?!). ance: that young children who die to

In England, 46 ancient churches atés world will undoubtedly “this day
dedicated to him, most of them built be with Me in Paradise.” The One
after the Norman Conquest. In art who eagerly said ‘Suffer the little chil-
Stephen is usually given a book of thdren tocome unto Mewill be the last
Gospels and a stone, and sometimegerson to turn them away.
the palm of martyrdom.

28th Holy Innocents

The death of a very young child is
perhaps the hardest grief of all to bear.



Are You Cold?

During the winter months (October to Please ring Winter Warmth Advice
March) the NHS Winter Warmth Ad-Line Freephone 0800 085 7000

vice Line provides help and support (8.00am to 8.00pm Monday — Friday)
for people who are particularly vulner-

able to the cold.

Preventing Dementia

Have three to five cups of coffee a much less likely to develop dementia

b _ than their stressed-out friends. And
day, and you could cutyour risk of -\ jje you are having that coffee and
Alzheimer’s, according to recent re- staying calm, do it with someone
search in Sweden and Finland. Italsgse  “for having a good social life is
found that people who stay calm are vital. too.

They do say ...
I’'m going through
a difficult time
right now - my life.

The Bible says ...
People who are
proud will soon be
disgraced. Itis
wiser to be modest.
Proverbs 11:2




The Ambo Homily ﬂﬁ

What makes a good Christmas b
or What makes Christmas good?

We all have our own ideas - having the family at Bpanjoying the food; the

gifts etc. Maybe, like me, you find a joy agairhearing the Christmas Story
in its many forms: drama, music, scenes of thdestaldostly it is a mixture of
events that make us think again about the reasdhdaseason.

Last year | was ‘getting in the mood’ for the d#g;helped with ‘Stop-Off’
lunch and Women'’s Fellowship Dinner; most of ourdsavere posted and
some presents bought. We'd been to the Childr&®hefnobyl Carol Service
at Emborough Church and were happily anticipatithggioconcerts and carol
services, when ‘bump’, my dad died. So for ourifgnas well as some others,
‘Christmas died’. We went through the motions twit hearts weren't in it.

What didn’t die was our faith in God - for He wihgre in the ‘bad’ as in the
good. He carried us through the difficult expecies) through the angels here
on earth.

If it wasn't for other people’s faith in God, weowld not be celebrating the
birth of Jesus each year.

Think of Mary’s faith to accept that she wouldrgathe Christ Child. “l am
the Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you saidiki:38]. Then when she
visited Elizabeth, she says “My soul glorifies tterd and my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour” [Luke 1:46].

Then there’s Joseph finding his pledged wife ihwhild, so wonders
whether he should quietly set aside the arrangerbahhe had faith in a
dream where he was told ‘to take Mary home as ygig’' [Matthew 1:18-20].

So, what makes a good Christmas? God does by bewur side all the
time, sharing our joys and our sorrows.

And, what makes Christmas good? Our readines®tship and adore this
baby that grew up to be our Lord and Saviour -ianghom we can have faith.

Kathy.



Puzzle Page

1 What word across makes nine words down?

EIB|[SIW|A|T|S|D|I

BID|Y|Y|E|IN|E|IN|P

2 Each answer is of four letters, running clockwise from the number,
The letters in the top rows across will spell a sentence.

10 12 14 17

1) Testament 2) A flower 3) So be it 4) Spurn 5)ibe 6) Tug 7) Require
8) Plan 9) Vessel 10) Quick 11) Kent ‘house’ ? I2)ssock 13) Hades
14) Wharf 15) Cunning 16) Pigments 17) Abode.

Answers inside back cover.

They do say ...

Be modest and humbl
a lot was accomplishe
before you were born.

I\




Wordsearch

We're in the countdown to Christmas! Christmas cards, shopping, school na-
tivity plays, carol concerts, ordering the turkey, wrapping presents, bringing
home the Christmas tree.... all in preparation for the big day itself!
How many Christmas related words can you find in the following word

search? Solution on page 38.

baby

tree

Jesus

Nativity

shepherds

angels

donkey

sheep

inn

manger

mary

virgin

joseph

manger

star

hallelujah

heavenly host

turkey

holly

presents

mistletoe

stuffing

pudding

carols

The Bible says ...
Correction and discipline
are good for children. If
child has his own way, h
will make his mother
ashamed of him.
Proverbs 29:15]

j*)

U




Methodist E-News
THE BUZZ 76

WORSHIP - Prayer, preparation and a personal invitatiackpahe pews
From the Blackheath and Halesowen Circuit

Harvest Festival is perhaps not the most obvioagcelfor an Invitation Sun-
day in an urban area - but it worked. Central MéistocChurch, Blackheath,
was packed full, with children squeezed three  tw the chairs. Materials
from MRDF and Tear Fund on PowerPoint added td@ucful and aromatic
atmosphere as children and adults brought giffgaduce to the table. Songs
and hymns, contemporary and traditional, expreesegraise. There was an
activity for young children while everyone elsekqmart in a quiz and then
there was a short invitation to faith.

A quarter of both the morning and evening congiiega had not been in
worship in any church for a number of years, ifreVéorship was followed by
refreshments and many people, including newcorstaged.

The success of this outreach event was due t@gaeépn, prayer and the
involvement of a number of people. Leaflets wekegipersonally by church
members to friends, neighbours, colleagues or fawith an assurance that the
inviter would be present to welcome their guestesivhotably, June Con-
naughton, a local preacher for more than forty yed@sited every group that
meets on church premises, including a number ofalmomch organizations.
E-mail contact: - Revd Richard Wildeailto:wilde.guava@blueyonder.co.uk
Phone contact: 0121 422 2934

LEARNING AND CARING - Seascale Methodist Church is Cumbria's
first eco-congregation
From the Whitehaven Circuit

In 2007 Seascale Methodist Church won a prestigimasCongregation award
for the way in which the congregation addressedrenmental issues in all
areas of church life. Seascale Church hasn't restétd laurels but continues
to work towards an ever greener church and hopsttban reapply for the
award at the end of 2010, when the current oneexpi

Eco-Congregation encourages churches to consigd@oamental issues
within a Christian context and to gain the awar ¢hurch demonstrated how
it focuses on spiritual issues, such as worshipteaching, practical things to
do with the buildings, land and church managensaerd, mission as the congre-
gation engages with local and global communities.



Keith Bradshaw has really encouraged the congm®yat Seascale and re-
ports on just a few of the initiatives taken:

* The church has led the community in three 'Vidagdy and Beach Cleaning
Days'.

* Many members help with regular gardening in tharch grounds, they have
sponsored the planting of three trees and invitaehi@@ia Wildlife Trust to help
them maximise the potential of the church groumdsildlife and flora.

* The church promotes regular community recycling éooks after its own
house by ensuring careful use of energy includingénergy light bulbs, mak-
ing sure that the church boiler is properly maimedl, that the heating is on a
reliable time switch and that all church waste pagpeecycled. Keith gave a
talk on recycling to the Brownies and provided fgifes of pens and yo-yos
made from recycled materials.

* Church services have sometimes focused on waestecling and living more
simply and a Traidcraft stall is often availabl&il@ren played their part too
and painted pictures for a special creation cangcge others for displaying in
the local library and the Brownies gave a presemntait harvest festival.

* The church encourages sustainable transport apmities and provided re-
freshments to 75 cyclists celebrating the new SUSN® Hadrian's Cycleway
from Ravenglass to South Shields.

The 2009 Methodist Conference Report 'Hope in &Bdture’ calls on the
Church to face the challenge of climate changeeaedyone is invited to com-
ment before it returns to Conference 2011. If ynd gour church want to get
to grips with this vital issue contact Eco-Congtéegrafor more information
about the award scheme and Methodist Publishinglé@e in God's Future. If
you are interested to learn more about the initigtiof the Seascale congrega-
tion, Keith Bradshaw will be pleased to hear fromuy

E-mail contact - Keith Bradshamvailto:keithbradshaw@tiscali.co.uk
Phone contact: 019467 28724
Websiteswww.ecocongregation.orandwww.methodistpublishing.org.uk
www.whitehaven-methodist-circuit.org.uk/seascal® eongregation.html

SERVICE - Birthday biker Doug, pedals for pounds
From the Sleaford Circuit

To celebrate his 75th birthday and on every bigifdathe past six years,
Doug Laidlow has cycled 100 miles to raise fundshig local church, Little
Hale Methodist Chapel. Over the years, Doug reckaensas raised around
£3,000 through the supportive sponsorship of fiseauad neighbours in Little
Hale.

Doug was introduced to cycling by his father idZ%nd has enjoyed cy-
cling, both for pleasure and competition, eversirn 2004 he thought that a



good way to celebrate his 70th birthday would beyide a 10 mile circuit, 10
times, and really enjoyed the support of friends masighbours as he 'flew'
around the village raising funds for the chapeldAn every year since, on the
'Glorious Twelfth' Doug has donned his birthday sficycling gear and
pushed the pedals for 100 miles, completing the indaround 6hrs 30mins. He
says "Hopefully this celebration will continue fmany more years, though the
distance just might be reduced over time".

E-mail contact: - Doug Laidlowmailto:douglaidlow@btinternet.com

EVANGELISM - Filey Methodists pelted with skate wings!
From The Filey Circuit

In 1806 a few Methodists in Filey, Yorkshire, atpged to preach in the streets
but were pelted with dried skate wings, one ofrtizgor exports of the fishing
industry there. In 1823 the Primitive Methodistsigty in nearby Bridlington
almost gave up on Filey, knowing of its reputation'swearing, gambling,
drunkenness, cock-fighting, fishing on Sunday atfreioheinous crimes'. John
Oxtoby asked for a final opportunity to convert gremple of Filey and thanks
to him, according to Canon Cooper of Filey, thenamas 'turned upside
down'. The fishermen of Filey became staunch Prmi¥iethodists and

started going out around the north of England,aging the gospel in song,
and this was the start of the Filey Fishermen'siiCho

Today, the Chair is still going strong and is lthaeFiley Methodist
Church but visits churches and chapels of any derairan throughout the
district and beyond. The Choir can take the whetgise, and has its own or-
ganist. The Choir sing old hymns, many with theagéhe theme, and most are
introduced by members, perhaps relating the thertieeir own lives or maybe
with a personal testimony.

The Choir members are no longer fishermen, althdugoes have some
who are retired, but they consider themselvessaefs of men. Because the
Choir is something different, perhaps unique, it atiract people who do not
worship regularly, if at all. The Choir has madeesal recordings which helps
in furthering its ministry.

Maybe a visit from the Filey Fishermen's Choir Vabprovide a great op-
portunity to invite friends and neighbours to yohorch.

E-mail contact: - Christine Imesagnailto:Christine@bcimeson.freeserve.co.uk
Phone contact: 01723 513809. Websitew.thefileyfishermenschoir.co.uk

The BUZZ needs 'good news' stories from you.
Contactmailto:newlandl@methodistchurch.org.iiyou have a story.




Why Christmas Trees & Stockings?

Christmas trees:

Christmas stockings:

There are two early stories that men-

tion fir trees. The first involves St

No one is really sure, but a story is

Boniface, who went to Germany in thold of St Nicholas, a bishop who lived
8™ century as a missionary and foundn the 4" century, who may have
people sacrificing a child to their godstarted the custom by accident. St
under an oak tree. Boniface was ap-Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and
palled, and rescued the child. He theof a generous heart. As Christmas
chopped down the oak tree and foundpproached one year, he wanted to

a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He

help a poor family whom he knew, but

gave this to the people and said: “Thie did not want them to know it was

\ is a symbol of life.

ber the Christ-child

will give you life,

life for you.”

T he second early fir tree story in-
volves Martin Luther in the 6cen-
tury. It is said that one year he de-
cided to drag a fir tree into his home

because he gave hisvho had hung them to

him. So he climbed up on their roof

Whenever you look on Christmas Eve and dropped some
at this tree, remem-

coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to the

who is the one who great surprise of the family, were

found in the stockings of the ladies,

dry by the fire the night
before. Every year aft
that they put their stock-
ings out, in the hope tha
some more money

would fall into them.

and to decorate it with candles. He They told the story of this amazing

used it as a visual aid, telling people

appearance to their friends and

that the candles symbolised Jesus a%eighbours, and the custom caught on.

the light of the world, and the ever-

green tree symbolised the eternal life

that Jesus gives to us. Many of the
people who followed Luther were
struck by the idea, and took up the
custom.

The Bible says ...Glory to God in the highest heaven, and pe
on earth to those with whom He is pleasedke 2:13.

nce
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What is Christingle all about?

- On top of the Christingle there is a
The word Christingle means the candle. This stands for Jesus, the

Christ-light. And the tradition of Light of the World.

Christingle goes back a very long way;qq sent him into the world to light
It began way back in 1747, whena . way back to God.

pastor of a church in Germany, a John g ~ \ve have the world, the gifts of

de Watteville, wanted to help his Conbreation, and the light of Christ to

gregation understand about God’s lo¥@ .\ us the truth.

for the world. And so he came up Witly ; there is one more thing to notice

the Christingle. It became popular 5,4t the Christingle — the red ribbon.
within Germany and soon other It stands for the blood of Christ.

churches in other countries began 0 came into the world not just to visit

use it. us, but for a purpose: to die in

Today the Christingle has order to take the pain and the
been adopted by The Childrer sin of the world upon himself.

Society as a way of reminding This means that when you
the churches in this country of do something wrong to some-
their responsibility before God one, and you feel bad about it
for the well-being of our na- you’can go to God and know '
tion’s children. :
A . ._that you are forgiven.
The Christingle is an orange which gy _ the orange, the sweets, the

has a red ribbon around it. Also candle and the red ribbon. A Christin-
mounted in the orange are four cock- le to remind us of what Jesus did in

tail sticks, each carrying some Sweet§oming to earth over 2000 years ago.
The orange represents the world, an

the sweets remind us of all the good
gifts that God has given us in CreatioBia55e note:

We enjoy these gifts every day of Ul christingle service is on Christ-

lives. mas Eve [24th December] at 6pm. It

. Think of all things that you enjoy ig 5 |ovely introduction to Christmas
in this beautiful world of ours — God ¢, the children.

has given these things to us because
He loves us.

They do say ...Time - an enemy to the old and a deceiver of theny.







More E-News
GETTING THE BEST FOR LOCAL PREACHERS

The Methodist Church is carrying out a major revitraining and support
for local preachers. Questionnaires and discuskienments have been sent to
all circuit local preachers' secretaries and sapamdents inviting them to con-
tribute to a review of continuing development paogmes for Britain's 10,000
local preachers. You can also access it on the ddethChurch website at
www.methodist.org.uk/Ipconsultation

The Rev. Dr Martyn Atkins, general secretary @& khethodist Church,
said, "Local preachers are essential to the literamistry of the Church. As a
team, we are committed to listening to local preastabout their needs and
concerns so that we can offer them better suppartraining, helping them to
live out their calling to the full.”

GOATS FOR A BAAAR-GAIN!

Do you want to bring something extraordinary toryGairistmas shopping?

This Christmas the Methodist Relief and Developnfamd (MRDF) has
launched its new range of Extraordinary Gifts -ieady sounding things that
make an extraordinary difference to people’s lividse gifts support MRDF's
ongoing work overseas ? so whether you're buyiggea for a family in Ethio-
pia or equipping a child to go to school in Nepali're making a small mira-
cle possible.

Gifts are available from just £9 and come wittoboarful fridge magnet
and card showing the long-term impact of the giftsome of the poorest com-
munities in the world.

Order today fromwww.mrdf.org.uk/pages/extraordinary-gifts-2008.php

PUT A LITTLE CHRISTMAS IN YOUR POCKET

Spread a little festive cheer with the latest editio their hugely popular In
Your Pocket booklet series.

Christmas In Your Pocket offers readers an insgidollection of images,
Bible verses, prayers and reflections on the Ghestseason. It draws together
contributions from authors as diverse as Mothee3a&iof Calcutta, Benjamin
Franklin and Bob Hope.

Joy Fisher, series editor, said, "This is a poskegtd reminder that Christ-
mas starts with Christ and finds its home in ugisimas is for everyone - it's a
time of miracles, hope, expectation, excitementthedmost precious gift that
anyone can receive."



Christmas In Your Pocket is ideal for personaj@up reflection, but
churches are also encouraged to share the Chrisfrirédswith their communi-
ties by giving the booklets away.

The whole range of In Your Pocket booklets (afsmliding Prayer In Your
Pocket and Hope In Your Pocket), are available fidathodist Publishing
(http:/ftinyurl.com/yen2zcg/at £5 for 50 copies.

A PLACE FOR ALL IN MOMENTUM

The latest edition of Momentum is now availablethvd strong emphasis on
issues of equality and diversity. Who has a pladghrist's Church - and how
do we make that happen?

Children make themselves at home in a tiny S¢otepel, new initiatives
recognise the gifts of older people and memberinbrity communities, and
a new book brings us the stories of gay and ledidietihodists ‘here to stay’.
Plus, how new Government equalities legislation edffgct your church.

Add to that the Rotherham church that is influegdzovernment policy,
and a selection of Advent worship resources, andlytave plenty to stimu-
late and inspire until well after the Christmaskay has grown cold.

Stories from The Gambia to Russia and Bristol &orbigate are all available
online atwww.methodist.org.uk/momenturhook out, too, for copies of the 6-
page digest, sent directly to your church.

FAITH IN ENGLAND PODCAST

The BBC has begun a weekly faith podcast, Faithrigland. It captures what's
going on and what's being discussed in commursteged by the 40 BBC
local radio stations. The 30 minute programme @hdard worldwide and
will interest people living abroad as well as thas@ome.

You can access the podcast through the news pages Methodist Church
website or atvww.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/faith

Why not also check out the latest Methodist Chyneoticasts at
www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogetbradiowhich focus
on Prisons Week and how Christians in Orissa, ladgarebuilding their lives
following the religious violence in August 2008.

The Bible says ...Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Juflea,
during the time when Herod was kinjlatthew 2:1.




How Safe is Your Fridge?

Chri . : .. of it on a shelf as you can.
hristmas is a time for entertaining 3. Always store raw meat or fish at

but how safe are the people who eatifle hottom of the fridge in sealed con-

your kitchen? tainers, where the juice cannot drip on
Years ago, people shopped very ofteQinything else, and where it is coldest.
and the food in their kitchens was 4 ‘pont refrigerate tomatoes, cucum-
fresh. Nowadays, people tend to shqPy ¢ ‘yread or potatoes. Tomatoes and
weekly- or fortnightly. A lotof bugs ¢\,cymbers lose quality. Bread goes
can breed in that time! - So here are g5 - yncooked potatoes in the fridge
five simple tips to ensure that the peQs,, jncrease in sugar content, leading
ple who dine at your house this Chrisfg higher levels of a chemical called
mas go on to lead normal, healthy 4 cryjamide (linked to cancer) when

lives (?1). _ they are baked, fried or roasted at high
1. Keep cheese and dairy products %mperature.

the top of the fridge, with cooked 5 Aqopt 4 “first in, first out’ drill to

meats and meat products just below. se t50d in order, and place new items
2. The door is the warmest part of .ning existing ones.

your fridge, so make more use of the
shelves. Milk is especially sensitive
temperature changes, so store as myg,

Finally, hope you can manage to
ueeze the turkey in there some-
ere!

Fancy a Ramble?

Country Walks/ Rambling - We usually go no further than the
Anyone interested? Mendips, Bristol, Bath, or Frome areas
We enjoy walking in the local area arahd the walks are mostly between 3 %2
sometimes a bit further afield. Over to 7% miles and are performed at a
the past few years we have found very leisurely pace, with picnic/
some lovely walks and would be refreshment stops, along the way.
happy to lead the way and share the If anyone is interested in taking
beauty of the local countryside. part, have a word with either of us and
We are thinking of arranging a prowe will endeavour to arrange a few
gramme of walks, maybe once a  walks starting in the New Year.
month, perhaps on a Saturday, all de- Dee & John.
pending on the interest and what peo-
ple might want.






Not a good read!

Statistic of the month: that owners have in staffing Christian
Christian bookshops struggle bookshops. Whereas 10% of shops
in the recession were run just with volunteers in 1997,

that percentage was 14% in 2008, and,
This year the recession has meant &enerally, turnover had not increased
smaller ‘footfall’ in many shops, not as much as might have been expected
least of all our Christian bookshops. from inflation. Overall turnover in
All is not well with our Christian book2008 was £75 million, with average
trade. income from smaller shops having
The number of Christian bookshofscreased a little over the last five
in the UK is falling. In 1997 theK  years, but income from larger shops
Christian Handbookisted 545 such  having decreased. This may help ex-
shops, against only 447 in the most plain why such major Christian chains
recent volume for 2008. That is a sigas Wesley Owen, with some 40 shops,
nificant drop, and was seen across ttfeund their cash-flow especially diffi-
country, with the exception of countiesult in the middle of 2008.
like Devon, Hampshire and Hertford-  Will you be buying any books this
shire where the number of shops act@hristmas? Often the staff in Chris-
ally increased by more than one. Scétn bookshops can help in finding just
land has seen the most closures prothe right book for that special present.
portionately of the four countries of Christian bookshops also sell a range
the UK, losing almost two in every  of other gifts, such as cards, so do
five shops. make your Christmas bookshop a pri-
Also of concern are the problems ority in your Christmas shopping.

Don’t let Yourself be Stolen!

When you go Christmas shopping Account takeovers, Where.a .third

. _ ) party simply hacks into an existing
this month, be careful; identity fraud 5 ccount, have more than tripled in the
has increased by more than a third thig ¢ vo years, with most victims hav-
past year alone. Britain, it SeemS, o their credit cards as the target.
now has the highest level of identity = ~~/zasA warns people to be careful

fraud in Europe. CIFAS, a fraud préy,han hurchasing online and in shops —

vention service, reports that in just thg), areful with whom you share your
first nine months of the year, there  1q it card details”. But CIFAS is also
were 59,000 recorded victims of im- 1 cerned that some companies are

personation, nearly equalling last 4t careful enough with customer data.
year’s total of 62,658.



Thank you for helping others

From the Bristol Centre Winter 2009 response this harvest has once again
Newsletter: been overwhelming, so, thank you.

.. And it’s true that the journey with
We hope you are all ready for ChrIS{Eod can be just as interesting as the

mas. No? Well don't worry, becausgegtination. That was certainly true of

Christmas is just as much about the jo4,5' coming into the world: his birth

preparation as the actual event. The, o 5 pretty amazing back-story if you
journey is often just as interesting as

> care to dip into the Old Testament! His
the destination. life and teaching said so much about
And that'’s certainly true of the

, , the gift of love he was to be on the
journey your harvest donations makegcoss and what his resurrection has

It begins in the churches and schools, .hieyed for us all. Through our jour-
across the area where a schoolchild,@ey with Him we can become free to
businessman or a frail pensioner  ,jng 4 jittie more of God's light into
places a tin of carrots or a packet of 1o world. You'd be surprised at how
pasta at the altar table. It then travelﬁ,Iany glimpses of God we get here

by road, by faithful volunteers, to ourgnq how these words used to describe

Centre in an assortment of carrier  joq g’ coming into the world, became
bags.. Then our staff and vqunteerspalpable _____

work their socks off to sort through “The people waiting in darkness

these items and place them on the have seen a great light: on those
shelves. Finally it is left to our cook to living in the land of the shadow

tra_nsform t_h_ese raw materials into_ a of death a light has dawned’
quite exquisite meal for someone in Isaiah 9:2.

need. Those full tummies and toothYyith our love and prayers this Christ-
grins we see each day ataround a5 from all the staff, volunteers and
lo'clock are thanks to you. The g ,e5t5 at the Bristol Methodist Centre.

Christmas Gifts wanted:

Urgent: Chocolate bars [e.g. Mars, Twix, Snickers, Kit l€&t.

Definite needs:Puzzle books, Sudoku books, pads and pens, plagnus,
shower gel, roll-on deodorants, body spray, comigs)’s hats, scarves, gloves
and men’s boxers.

Food needsDue to the generosity at harvest we have veryshdlves, please
ONLY - tinned salmon, coffee, breakfast cerealspevated milk, rice pud-
ding, gravy granules, stuffing, custard powdergcsautinned veg., mince
pies/apple pies, biscuits stewing steak and mibeed

Please bring to our Church Centre when Una wkk t® Bristol on our behalf.

Our thanks to Una for this travelling to and frotiwour donations, Editor.



Poems & Prayers

A Christmas Prayer Good-humoured verse based on mod-
ern life set to well-known tunes:

Lord, as | enter into the fast-paced Gentlemen's Christmas
season ahead, help me walk slowly
and quietly. Let me stop and listen t@sod rest ye merry gentlemen
the angels sing of the greatest news Let nothing you dismay
ever told. Let my heart, mind and solYlou may be sure the ladies
join the chorus. "Glory in the High- Have sorted Christmas Day!
estll The Messiah has been born!" They've shopped and chopped and

Among all the bright sparkling scrubbed and wrapped,
lights and cheery holiday tunes, let mjhey've bought and dressed the tree
spirit travel once again toward BethleSo you'll have a joyful Christmas Day,
hem to honour and worship Jesus, mghristmas Day
King, The Prince of Peace, the Lord So you'll have a joyful Christmas Day!
of Hosts, Mighty Counsellor, Son of
God, the Lamb. All Your love, mercy Now come, ye merry gentlemen,
and power somehow made flesh in thnd follow my advice
tiny form of a humble baby born in a You'd better not upset her,
manger. Let me worship the only oneOr you will pay the price!
who is worthy to take our sin away So get you to the nearest town
and open the gates of all eternity!  And buy her something nice -

Anon. Then you'll have a joyful Christmas
- - - Day, Christmas Day

Forgotten? Then you will have a joyful Christmas
Day!

Gifts to buy and cards to send,

Shopping lists that never end, So then, ye merry gentlemen

Time’s so short, so much to do, Who've tied those marriage knots,

There’s no room for such as You.  Once Christmas lunch is over

Laden down with gifts galore Tell her you love her lots.

As we rush from store to store; Then prove it, merry gentlemen

Who's the next one on the list? By washing up the pots.

Is there anyone we've missed? And you'll have a joyful Christmas

In the corner, half forgotten, Day, Christmas Day

Lies the Son of Man begotten. And you'll have a joyful Christmas

Born into this world’s dark night, Day!

He offers us his gift of light.

If there’s no room, will we reject him? Then, just as you are thinking
With hands so full, can we accept What a good chap you've been;
him? Author unknownPerhaps you'll watch the movie —



It's one you haven't seen. For the season of turkey
Forget it, merry gentlemen,
She’ll want to watch the Queen! For turkey young and turkey old,
But she’s earned a joyful Christmas For turkey hot and turkey cold,
Day, Christmas Day For turkey tender and turkey tough,
She’s really earned a joyful Christma®/e thank you Lord; we've have
Day! enough! Amen.

by Nigel Beeton

Christmas Post

The Christmas ‘Post Box’ will be i The final date for posting will
operation again this year thanks t be Friday 18th December so cards
the Monday Youth Club who will are ready for your collection on
sort out your envelopes. Sunday 20th December.

Please remember to clearly m: Our thanks to the Monday Club

the name of the church friend to whofor volunteering for this church task.
it is sent - no need for addresses as all Additionally, the usual board for
cards need to be collected. your ‘one card to all’ will be in place.
Also, the money donated to be in Again donations in lieu of your cards,
an envelope and posted in the samein an envelope, to be posted in the

box. ‘post box'.
The ‘post box’ will be in the Link Our thanks to Linda for setting this
at all times. up.

| The Ambo SPONSORSHIP 2010 |

I have had some people speak to me about sponsorship in 2010. | dol

. hot wish to presume other folk will want to carry on another year, so

| please let me know. I
You can sponsor a colour cover each month, still at £30 - so 2 |

| people at £15 each, as previously. [note no increase in price!l]. The

- quicker, the better so you can opt for a particular month if so desired. |

Martin._i

They do say ...Chiropodists whose vehicles break down may apatedi toe.




Knock knock! ggggg I was telling my three

Who's there? boys the story of the Na-
Snow. tivity and how the Wise Men brought
Snow who? gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
Snow use — I've forgotten my name for the infant Jesus.

again! Clearly giving it a lot of thought,

my six-year-old observed, "Mum, a
"My wife doesn't know what she Wise Woman would have brought
wants for Christmas." nappies.”
"You're lucky. My wife does."

We had cured ham for Boxing Day
Who hides in the bakery at Christmagitner. We all wondered of what ill-
A mince spy! ness it was cured.

Why are Christmas trees like bad knitf athletes get athlete's foot, what do
ters? astronauts get? Missile toe.
They both drop needles!
The monks at a remote monastery
If you have a lot of tension and you deep in the woods followed a rigid
get a headache, do what it says on th@w of silence. Their vow could only
aspirin bottle: ‘Take two aspirin’ andbe broken once a year—on Christ-
‘Keep away from children!’ mas—>by one monk. That monk could
speak only one sentence. One Christ-
Every December it was the same ex-mas, Brother Thomas had his turn to
cruciating tradition. Our family would speak and said, "I love the delightful
get up at the crack of dawn, go to a mashed potatoes we have every year
Christmas tree farm and tromp acroswith the Christmas roast!" Then he sat
acres of snow in search of the perfectiown. Silence ensued for 365 days.
tree. Hours later our feet would be The next Christmas, Brother Mi-
freezing, but my mother would press chael got his turn and said, "I think the
on, convinced the tree of her dreamsmashed potatoes are lumpy, and I truly
was "just up ahead." despise them!" Once again, silence
One year my sister finally snappe@nsued for 365 days.
"Mum, face it. The perfect tree doesn't The following Christmas, Brother
exist. It's like looking for a man. Just Paul rose and said, "l am fed up with
be satisfied if you can find one that this constant bickering!"
isn't half dead, isn't too peculiar look-
ing, and can stand without you needAt Christmas friends come and go, but
ing to prop it up.” relatives tend to accumulate.



Religious Violence

Pakistan Church calls for an end their Government to act to end the vio-
to religious violence lence.
A ) . ) The Rev. Dr. Martyn Atkins, Gen-

s this autumn saw the 3@nniver- g Secretary of the Methodist Church
sary of the founding of the United in Britain, said, “l want to add my
Church of Pakistan, the leader of theyoice to theirs in calling for serious
Methodist Church in Britain has wel- and credible efforts from the Govern-
comed moves by church leaders in  ment to stem the violence against reli-
Pakistan which call on the Pakistani gious minorities. | also want to extend
government to end religious violencemy sympathy to the families of those

in the country. ~ who have lost loved ones in the recent
This year, violent attacks against violent attacks.”

Christians have left many dead and Christians in Britain are being

made hundreds of families homelessyrged to lobby their representatives at
and many more fear for their safety. the national and European parliaments
Church leaders in Pakistan have  to question the Pakistan government

formed a Christian Action Forum to about the protection of the rights of
address the problem and are lobbyinghinorities in the country.

The Wave ....

... Is coming to London Coalition. A finale will take place at
on 5" December 3pm as The Wave encircles the
O , Houses of Parliament.

n Saturday 5 December, the UK's  The stop Climate Chaos Coalition
biggest ever demonstration in suppofepresents 11 million members across
of action on climate change is plannefhp UK organisations, from the
to flood the streets of central Londonyyyjomen’s Institute and RSPB to Chris-
ahead of the crucial UN climate talkstian Aid and Unison.
in Copenhagen. For further information offhe

The Wave, a carnival-style street wave including the procession route
procession beginning at 12pm from and importantly how to get to the
Grosvenor Square in London, is beingyent from across the UK, visit

organised by the Stop Climate Chaosyww.stopclimatechaos.org

The Bible says ...The light shines in the darkness and the darknas
never out it out.John 1:5.
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Summary of Church Councill
held on 4th November 2009

Reverend Barry Bishop who was in the Chair led apguievotions.
Minutes of meetings held on Septembef $Ejned.

Matters discussed were the Midland Road project\iddomer Norton Fo-
rum.

Matters highlighted under Minister's matters inelddhanks to property stew-
ards for refurbishment of church office, resitifgoayer corner and home for
the band. Emphasis made that these changes avexdrfal period, and that
matters would be reviewed at next Church Councé#ting, which was sched-
uled for February'92010.

Christmas post would be undertaken by Monday Yeluh and post box
would remain in link at all times. Christinglergiee to be led by Rev. Jill
Flowers on Christmas Eve and decorated Christreasapuld stand in the
Apse of the church. Prayers placed on Prayer dueieg Town shopping
evening would be offered up at following Sunday niiog service.

Investigation regarding possibility of audio visa&ds in church to enhance our
worship to take place, Barry to appoint a workiagty for this purpose.

Holcombe - Mike reported an ecumenical breakthrougimglicans want to
work with us.

Harvest - Giving tree had resulted in £495.69 bemgt to Water Aid.
Future harvest arrangements to be raised at AGM.

Several matters under the heading of Finance veésed by Bernard, the
Treasurer, these included purchase of new Risogragiphotocopier.

Ratification given for appointment of Daphne asagtBral Adviser..

Meeting closed at 9.35 p.m. with prayer.



From The Church Stewards

APSE CHAIRS

Just a reminder that the new apse chairs are fardtee purposes only and
should not be used for seating. There are twanargichurch chairs in the
apse at all times, should more seating be reqpiestbe supplement them with
suitable chairs form the body of the church.

Thank you.

PRAYER BOOK
Please note that the Prayer Book should only be taseequest prayers for
people who are very ill, in distress or are berdave

We understand that the needs for intercessoryepare many and various,
therefore, we will try to ensure that space is algated in services for private
intercessory prayer.

‘Conference’ (our governing body) has instructeat tve should not name
individuals in communal prayer unless we have theimission to do so. Itis,
therefore, essential that you have gained pernmdgsion the person to be
prayed for before asking that they are named iragep.

We will be reviewing the use of the Prayer Booldamuary 2010 and would
welcome your views, comments and thoughts, eitharriting or verbally, to
help us in this process.

Thank you

They do say ...You won't get
rid of your temper by losing it




And Finally ....

The little round button:

At a clearance sale, the wife of a senior judgadotine perfect green tie to
match one of her husband's sport jackets. Soon aftde the couple was re-
laxing at a resort to get his mind off a complidatenspiracy case, he noticed
a small, round disc sewn into the tie. The judgenstd it to the police, who
were equally suspicious that it might be a ‘budanped by the conspiracy de-
fendants.

The police took the tie away for some serious aiglyTwo weeks later, the
judge phoned Scotland Yard to find out the resafitheir tests. "Well, we're
not really sure where the disc came from," thegediold him. “But we did
discover that if you press it, it plays Jingle Béll
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This Newsletter (less personal details) is reproduced on our web site, :
where photographs are usually reproduced in colour. :
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THE CHURCH CENTRE is open Monday - Saturday 0900 - 1230
Tel. 01761 410450 Answerphone on at other times
Web-site at www.msnmcc.org
Address: High St., Midsomer Norton, Somerset. BA32 DR




DECEMBER
Wed 2 1945 Ladies Evening Carol Service at Raédtethodist
Fri 4 1030-1430  Advent Coffee Morning at 3 Nortbad Rd., M N.
Fri 4 1800-2000 Late Night Shopping Evening - €huCentre open

Thu 10 1900 Jacket Potato Evening for Chrisfi@hat 28, North Rd.
SUN 13 1030 Junior Church Christmas Service.
SUN 13 1800 Cameo Carols in the Hall.
Wed 16 1930 Carol Concert with Mendip MVC + MN &SRver Band.
Wed 16 Deadline for January’s magazine.
Sun 20 1800 Candlelit Carol Service.
Thu 24 1800 Christingle.
Thu 24 2215 Midnight Communion.
2010
FEBRUARY

Sat 13 10 -12noon  Gift Day.
Thu 18 1430 WWDoP - Slide Show and Bible Study

Activities & Events
Weekly activities are displayed in the Centre’s Reception area,
where posters for special events will be on the Noticeboard,
Details on a weekly notice sheet are also available there.

Sunday Worship

Morning Service - 10.30 am : Evening Worship - 6.00 pm

2nd Sundays - Breakfast Praise 9.30 am (Coffee/Toast from 9.00)
+ Community Mini-bus picks up less-abled friends for 10.30 service.
You are invited to join us at any time.




