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If this is your first time with our Newsletter, you are
warmly
invited to attend any of the meetings or events described.
If you would like a regular ‘labelled’ copy of The Ambo please leave
your name and address details with the Receptionist or a Steward.

From my grandfather’s writings of 1898 [a Dymon&&mond]:
Our God has almighty strength to give,
but He has no strength to deny.

This month’s cover was sponsored by
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Dawn Ashman to celebrate her mother’s 87th birthday !
\
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Photograph © Martin B. Dymond

Your editor, Martin B. Dymond (martinbdymond@hotmail.com) is a mem-
ber of ACE (Association for Church Editors - www.churcheditors.org), and
is a founder member of S.C.E.N.E.S (Supporting Church Editors in N. E.
Somerset). As a Church we subscribe to Methodist E-News and Parish
Pump, but look to our readers to submit items of interest.

The views of articles in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Midsomer Norton Methodist Church or the Editor.
© Reproduction of any item in this publication may only be with
the permission of the Editor, 01761 412654.




We wish all our Readers
~.a Happy and Peaceful New Year

Super’s Script

|t’s a bit like Marmite, you either love it or yoate it, New Year. You will

see it as a time for new opportunities or as onesryiear on your age. You'll
see it as full of opportunity or as likely to beaasepeat of this year’s disasters.
You'll approach the new year as a blank sheet adcwdill those resolutions
can be fulfilled or as another year in which theotations will last about 3
milli-seconds after the chimes of Big Ben havedirdd on 1 January. Maybe
2011 was a disaster area and you are just gladliitsrer and 2012 can'’t be as
bad; or maybe 2011 was such a good year that yauitn@ go on forever.

Of course, in many ways, this business of New Yearfiction. Does
the world really dramatically change between 22631 December and 00.01
on 1 January? And when does the New Year begméte is a point some-
where in the Pacific Ocean where you can step #0&2 back into 2011 be-
cause the New Year will start 24 hours later thdrkis time business is only a
matter of how we measure things and there reaily sy difference between
one moment and the next.

But our reaction to the New Year is more about @wegard all new-
ness. Some of us look forward to exciting new atlues that lie ahead. We
are the sort who spend the winter months planriadblidays that will take us
to new places and bring new experiences. We lookdrd to new phases in
our life. Others of us hate all newness and ngyeleé find change threatening,
we want to hold on to traditions; we are the sbpaenple who come out of the
supermarket fuming because they ‘keep moving thizugd we wish they’'d
leave things well alone. We long for the good adgs.

But Christian faith is about new-ness. In the Dégtament God tells his
people he is doing a new thing. Paul writes albiguteing given new life. The
final chapters of the Bible talk about a new heaaed a new earth and all
things being made new. But | have comfort for tha$o hate novelty and |
have good news for those who look forward to the.n€he Bible uses two
words for ‘new’. One means novelty — the lategtrgd or gadget. But the
other means that something that has become wortaamdhed is made new
again (and in this case made even better tharsitimioe first place!) It is



about renewal.

God is into making everything wonderfully new staring the broken,
strengthening the weak, and even improving on vghalready good.

So as you get into 2012 — may it be a Renewal.YNat just different
from everything that has gone before but with a netvdeep quality as you
walk through 2012 with God and know his renewing/eoin your life.

Happy New Year.

A New Minister for M N

T he Circuit has recently invited the Rev Stepheniigin to be the minister
of Midsomer Norton with Holcombe and Farrington @ey Methodist
Churches. Stephen is currently minister in Flediampshire having worked
previously in Colwyn Bay and then Nottinghamshike is married to Doro-
thy and has two children Catherine and Mark. Stapfomes originally from
Warwickshire and before entering the ministry he aaouth worker for four
years at a church in Blackpool.

He describes himself as someone who loves workitigpeople and
who longs to see the church reaching out into gdmencunity.

We do look forward to Stephen’s ministry and dsk tyou will pray for
him and his family as they go through this timelénge in their lives and also
that as a congregation we may be ready for allSkepphen will bring to lead us
forward into God'’s future.



Martin’s Mutterings

. What about our spiritual journey?
On the October sponsored walk, it What do we follow thpen? Dées ang//-
was mentioned it was good t0 See  hing jead us astray? What about those
where all the Methodist Churches in jiyie temptations - such as adding a bit
Bath were, especially the smaller ongg e insurance claim [well, everyone
off the peaten track’. | rgcall asimi- 4oes it, don't they], or not telling the

lar sentiment when walking around thg, e rmarket the change is incorrect
old Midsomer Norton circuit churcheslwe” they make enough profit, don't
the year before. they!], or that little scrape with the car

_ Recently | read an article about g]| no-one saw me and bang will go
finding directions and the use of map y no-claim!]? From where do we

versus sat/nav! The writer was con- yaie our directions? Who will lead us?
vinced he was on the right road t0 g0 the Bible is our map for life, our
to a meeting even though his passeny aq_signs’ along the way, but how
ger had brought his sat/nav, to ensurgsian do we read it? Or do we think
they got there, and this wanted to seqgl | now it so well we don't need to

them in the opposite direction. The |efer g the Great Book? Are you sure
driver turned out to be correct and th%u can recall enough to get you
arrived safely and in time. through every situation? And, of

We have all read in newspapers o, rse Jesus is the One to lead us - if
seen on television the ‘horror stories we let Him!

of lorries and vans getting stuck down Finally, changing the subject, as the

narrow roads. It seems drivers have nay Year starts. | say a big thank you
bl.lndly followed sat/ngv instructions 4 411 who help in the production of the
without reading the signs on the roadr'nonthly magazine - proof-readers,

side. collators, those contributing and those

|l will admit that sat/navs have theif, o nging for homilies and personal
uses, but drivers must still be vigilant limpses. After all it's your magazine
about their surroundings and read th only put. it together. '

road-signs. How many of us rely on
sat/nav? How many have it and don’t

use it? 1 would guess at the moment H (o p p‘

most of us don't have it anyway. So

we refer to a map to get us where we N (] “ ‘ eor

aim to go, reading the signs along the //

way, or we let someone else lead us.py




Grand Christmas Concert

Not SO many out on Wednesda)}h14 %g;nsgﬁéﬁggdéilzyaogg'C%?rgléth
ggﬁiglfi; ?g?gﬁ%ng;ggsgmngs quarters of the total money given was
musical items. However, those there\?\;&;ﬁ?zg issorg;?;iir‘lr?éjorlebwgll_'né:\r/sase
had a good evening of rousing music ' thank you to all whoygave so.gen-
from both Midsomer Norton & Rad-
stock Silver Band accompanying the . ; -
carols and from Horizon with the mu: children’s hospice
sical pieces which ended with the au SOUTH WEST
dience participating in actions to
‘Twelve Days of Christmas’.

Quotes and stories came from Rev.
lan Souter and Martin Dymond in be-€erously and to all who helped in any
tween carols and the evening finishe@vay on the evening.
with coffee and mince pies in the Hall.

A collection was taken and, after

Registered Charity No. 1003314

Christmas Post

This year over 500 cards and
messages were distributed rais-
ing the sum of £176 for Church
Funds.

Thanks to all who took part.

Thanks too, to Kay & Keith for
the work in collecting, sorting
and handing out all our cards.

They do say ...Give someone funds and he’ll draw his own confusio

The Bible says ...My mouth speaks what is true for my lips detestked-
ness.Proverbs 8:7.




December’s Walk

. finished the walk in rain. However it
On the last Saturday before Christ- was good to get away from the rush of

mas, Six of us set off from MidSomer cpyrigimas preparations and once again
Norton on a bright and breezy morning it made us realise how lucky we
for our last group walk of the , " 7 are to live in such a beautiful
year. For about the first hour # part of the country
this was a gentle climb up out. - ’ For next year, we have

E ? . !
of the town, through Welton, » decided to change our walks to
up beyond Monger Lane and . = thesecond Saturdayof the
across fields, where I'ooklng ¢ * , month. Hopefully, this will en-
back we had Iov_er views to- able a few more to join uBut,
wards the Mendips. The previo January’s walk will still be the

week’s rain and snow had left the 5w Saturday, on the #fChurch Party
ground very soggy and slippery undegs, ihe 141]. We will meet at

foot, so it was good to walk along 3 35,1 when, weather permitting, we
lanes for a while before dropping  —\jj| grive to Kilmersdon and then
down into Withy Mills. We stopped 5k along the cycle path towards
again to admire the lovely valley  yq)is This is a level walk as far as
stretched out before us, while Carol, we feel capable or just turn back.
Marilyn and Derek, a childhood Looking ahead, | will soon bring
friend, revisited their past with a trip 4 ¢ 4 programme of walks for the next
down memory lane. They recalled g qnths which will go on the Link

many happy times as they all grew up g Noticeboard, and be advertised
in this small hamlet. Passing child- in The Ambo and weekly no-

hood homes, the redundant chapel tices. Perhaps some can make
and pub, we took footpaths throu a New Year's resolution to

Withy Mills and then stopped come and join, get out in the

under an ancient oak and had fresh air and just walk and chat.
bite to_ eat and a rest in the It does a power of good, both
sunshine. mentally and physically, and don't

As_ black clouds began to gather i orry, we always walk at a pace eve-
the distance, we pushed on through ne can manage,

mud and at the Somerset Inn, Marilyn Thanks to all who have supported

took her leave and walked down the o \y5iks this year. It has been lovely
road to her home, while Colin joined to have a ‘quiet time’ with you all

us for the second half of the walk. : ; L

As we headed up Paulton Hill andggﬁftallngég]zlghg and enjoying won
across the fields back towards Mid- Best wishes for 2012,
somer Norton, the black clouds caught Dee & John.
up with us and so, unfortunately, we




Church Project

The total raised to date for the Chur%ﬁ“s month’s principal fund raiser is a

. , ree-course Sunday lunch arranged by
Project, Jeevothayam Farm, Sri Lan thy and her team. This will be on

now stands at £2,909 which is within,gh January, timed to start at 12.30pm
sight of our target of £3,000. Most of ¢, 15ed by entertainment to finish at

the income this time came from the 55 qvimately 4pm. Price of tickets
Showstoppers Concert, which nettedgs ™ Al are welcome to this event: so

profit of £839.00, the Town's Lanternp|ease bring your friends.

Evening, when income from the sale As we look forward to the warmer
of refreshments amounted to £279.0gnd sunnier days to come, our spring

and £386.96 from the Stop-Off Christz, et this year will be by Fascinat-
mas Meal and Raffle. Thanks to all ing Rhythm. This is arranged for

who contributed to the_se success_ful 7.30pm on Saturday fMarch. Fasci-
outcomes. It was particularly gratify- nating Rhythm is an all female close
Ing to see so many at thé concert, OVRLymony group and previously visited
150, the largest number for a little during our 158 Anniversary year. In

while. This was the second time that the meantime keep topping up your
the Showstoppers have appeared at Qlffecting boxes with that odd loose
church and their performance was we ange.

received by the audience. We are now at the half way stage
so let’s push ahead together and raise
as much money as we can to help the
people at Jeevothayam Farm to help
themselves. Let's make sure the barns
are re-roofed, the fences are mended
and the fish pond put back into pro-
ductive order.

Brian, for Service Team.

Fascinating Rhythm

return to give a on Saturday 10 March, 7.30prf1
[Remember they came during our 150th Anniversary] ;

A ladies choir not to be missed - put in your djargw! |
Tickets £6.50 from ReceptionProceeds for Church Project.



A personal Glimpse
this month of Marjorie & Shirley Markham

Has anyone, reading this, ever hear, The years which followed

. - grought me into contact with a wider
of Jabez Bunting?? My earliest — yathodism. It also saw the closure of
church” memory is of the babies’ | qgate Circus shop and offices,
class in a tiny northern village Chapelwhich moved to Marylebone Road,
The babies'’ class was in the vestry ije we raised funds to build Chester
which had an old fireplace, and abovgy, ,se | sijll have a tablecloth bearing
the mantel was a sepia photograph ghe names of about 500 contributors,
an old bearded gent, whom 1 100k t0 ¢ rgigered stitch by stitch as money
be God. No-one put me right on this -5 me in shilling by shilling.
for years! It was, as you have guessea, After three years of travelling

Jabez. More of him later. the country, running short courses in

The age-gap between Marjorig,, i, work and Sunday School work,
and me was such that she had left | ja iged it was time to settle down,

school and started work (14 in those 4,4 applied for a post-grad course at

days) soon after | started school, S0 Wgerpool to do Social Administration
did not really share a childhood. In - 54 Child Care. Marjorie meanwhile
fact Marjorie left home after a spell iny 54 peen ordained to the Sisterhood
a munitions’ factory, and wentinto - 54 haq helped bring up families in
what was then National Children’s  £.04sham and Whitby. She then

Home to train for the Sisterhood. I~ ,5yed over into their regional repre-
plodded on in the village, immersed, qantative area, and was working in

as were our parents, in the life of the  ;;erno0l with Sister Ann Blundell.
chapel, Sunday School, Guild, Chair, Finding ourselves in the same

Concerts, Rallies, and later Youth city we thought it a good idea to look

Club in the nearby town of Darlingtony, ", fiat and were helped by a minis-
While taking local preacher studies | (¢ \who knew someone... who knew

was nudged into thinking of full time gy meqne . thus began our joint life,
work with young people and eventu-y,,,qh we never imagined we should
ally went off to train at Westhill Traing)| pe getting along together 54 years
ing College. At the conclusion, and |5iar We enjoyed a busy two years at

armed with a few certificates, | was bsland Road Methodist church and still
offered a job with the Methodist Yout eep in touch at Christmas with one or

Department. My first day was a visit two folk. One lady, who was a fellow
to London, where the headquarters (o cher, is now 105 years old and stil
were in Ludgate Circus and there | m&bns her Christmas card.

my new colleagues amongst whom Our next stop was in the Glos-

was Bernard Handover. sop circuit, as | was working for



Lancashire CC and Marjorie had then got involved with local affairs, as
moved on to Manchester to work in District Policy Secretary with lan
their Children’s Dept. From there we White. Conference arrangements kept
went to Hampshire County Council me on my toes too! | did a spell on
and had a great five years in Wincheboth District and Connexional Ap-
ter. One of our ministers in Winchespointments Committees and particu-
ter was Ernest Young! Careers movdatly enjoyed being part of the Con-
us on to Dorset where we lived in  nexional selection process for new
Wareham and made our mark on theministers.
chapel and Sunday school there. Our Methodist connections go
Marjorie then got a better job in Car- back several generations. We know
diff and | eventually went to be train- grandfather was a preacher in the
ing officer to the Swansea Children’sSouthbank area in the nineteenth cen-
Department; for a time we had a housigry, and grandma founded the sister-
each and met up at weekends. hood there. Methodism is a great fam-
When Children’s Departmentsly, we have met wonderful people
ceased to exist and became subsumetder the years, some only once, but
in the new social care system, dreamatthers as our paths have crossed and
up by the Seebohm report, | was ap-re-crossed. In a conversation with lan
pointed as one of the new Social WoklkKhite, | discovered we both knew a
Inspectorate team, set up by Governparticular church in Darlington; he
ment to advise Ministers and oversedecause he was ordained there and |
the work of local authority social carebecause | was christened there. | first
| was posted to Newcastle.... too far met Donald English when we were
for joint weekends and anyway both on the staff of an MYD summer
Marjorie also needed to find some- school in Scotland. We kept on bump-
thing suitable in this brave new worlding into each other every few years
so she got a post in Northumberland especially during his two Presidencies
and we set up home in Corbridge, of Conference. At one time Marjorie
where we lived until | was moved to and | moved so often that we thought
the south west region in 1986. By thehmight be best if our ministers stayed
Marjorie was retired and we set up put and we would get around them all
home in Farmborough where we havin time!
remained. Oh yes, Jabez Bunting. The
Throughout our respective  chairperson of one of my Connexional
working lives we have been active Committees was Rosemary Wass, one-
members of whichever local church time vice-president of Conference. We
we have attended. Marjorie was senibecame friends and | visited her home
steward at Corbidge, and has done in Yorkshire where she took me to see
nearly every other job at one time or her chapel at Gilmore which had just
another. | did mainly children and  been refurbished. | offered to make
young people’s work until | retired anthem a wall hanging showing the



history of the chapel. Rosemary hadnot well known!). This particular ser-
just returned from a trip to the USA vice was attended by a young woman
and discovered that Methodism was who as a result became a Christian.
carried to the States by a young manEventually she married a chap called
who came from the village of GilmoreBunting and in time gave birth to her
This preacher travelled by horse to firstborn son, and called him.... Jabez.
Bristol, en route, as they did then, heHe was one of the founding fathers of
held services wherever he stayed. AtPrimitive Methodism, and was the

one such event he preached about Jaery gent who | once mistook for God.
bez (look him up in the Bible..... he’sSmall world isn't it?

i Quotes for January:
. Hope means expectancy when things are otherwiseldssp
1 GK Chesterton

iGod looks at the clean hands, not the full onPsibilius Syrus

: Nothing is really work unless you would rather lménd something else.

\- James M. Barrie.
1

. Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunatbly experience

1 usually comes from bad judgment.

I

! Keep looking around. There's always something yootissed.
|

' Laughter adds richness, texture and colour to wilserordinary days. |
! is a gift, a choice, a discipline and an afft. Hansel.

—_— e e e —————




Methodist Cricket
The 2011 Season in Numbers

6-40 Season’s-best bowling figures and debutante Graeme Kearney (78
recorded by Club Captain Jim Eyles not out) put on an unbroken 137 in just
against Avonside in early May, earn-sixteen overs.

ing him the bowling cup for the first
time since 1997. Jim snared 22 WICk4 17 Matthew Sackett’s best haul of
an impressive season, in which he

ets in total at 13.55 apiece. claimed fifteen wickets in

267-2Versus Claverham ‘A’ total and troubled many a

— second highest total by th batsman with his express de-
Methodists in their history, ah liveries.

one of three new top tenen =

tries for 2011 — featuring... 721 Runs scored by David

Baker in another great year
109* From wicketkeeper , for the Methodists’ premier
David Sackett. His maiden century, all-rounder. His top score of 112 not
greeted with rapturous applause by theat was the best of a season in which
Methodist faithful, eclipsing the 87 hehe averaged 60.08 with the bat, and
scored against Bath Exiles in 2004. also claimed 26 wickets at only 10.31
runs apiece.

4-38 Young spin-bowling sensation
Sam Bowery'’s best figures from his 63* Craig Eyles’ best score of a

first full season with the Methodists, good season with bat and ball, scoring
during which he claimed sixteen wickt95 runs and taking 17 wickets, de-

ets at just 17.19 runs each. spite being hampered by injury.

50* James Green’s maiden half- 460 Runs scored by Team
century, versus Timsbury 3rds. Captain Stuart Green, including
Ably assisted by Matthew Sacke five fifties. This consistency with
he also helped put on a record 4 the bat, allied to his fifteen wickets

the team to 161-9 - the opposi- team to eleven wins and fourth place

runs for the ninth wicket, gettlnﬂ'l as a bowler, helped Stuart lead the
tion contributing 65 extras! % in NSCL Division 4.

601 Doug Howarth's 2-25 against 49 Andrew Slade’s impressive innings
Brislington 4ths took him past six huragainst JAH Eyles’ XI marked him out
dred career wickets for the club — onlgs a batsman to watch in the future,
the sixth bowler to achieve this feat. backed up with agility in the field and

137* Highest partnership of the sea->0m® useful part-time bowling.

son was against Old Park, Gloucs. In
June when David Baker (91 not out)



Methodist E-News
The Buzz - 101

WORSHIP - Carols Down The Line
From Palgnton Method|st Church

# | magine 822 people singing carols, drinking

. tea and coffee and eating hot mince pies as
B they travel along the South Devon Railway.
The occasion is the annual Carols Down the
Line event coordinated by Paignton (Palace
Avenue) Methodist Church. Train crew and
station staff from South Devon Railway Asso-
ciation enter into the Christmas spirit on boam tifain as well as at Buckfas-
tleigh, Staverton and Totnes stations. Last yessqragers alighted from the
train to sing carols on the platforms. Salvatiom#ibands played for the carol
singing with Totnes Town Band. Plympton Clangéi@ndbell ringers) de-
lighted folks with their tuneful ringing at Buckfidsigh Station before the train
departed. A BBC Radio Devon journalist was alsdoard talking to passen-
gers and volunteers.

Carols Down the Line also provided an opportutityaise money for

nominated charities and good causes.
Email: David Wottorcarols@carolsdowntheline.org.uk
Website:http://www.carolsdowntheline.org.uk/

LEARNING AND CARING - Year of the Bible draws to a close
From: Great Lumley Methodist Church

Over 200 school children took part in a Bible

Fresh event featuring a pirate treasure hunt at
Great Lumley Methodist Church. When the chi'®&
dren arrived they were given a pirate map whic'¢
they followed to different tables hosting activatic
such as making parrot fridge magnets and piec
of eight out of chocolate coins. They also lear
how to write their name in Greek and put honey mets decorated with a
Hebrew letter. The event included a Bible story guid. Before they went
home, the children collected words that said: “Y@lord is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path” — a Biblical referencete path leading to the treasure
chest!

Joanne Fearn said: “Everyone who came receiveghaure bag which in-
cluded a copy of a Gospel and a Bible story as agfiome honey. It was all




very exciting stuff and the children who came eepbyt as did the teachers
who wanted to know what we would be doing next!”
Email contact: Joanne Feaaanne0191@aol.com

EVANGELISM - Reaching out to young people
From: Warllngham Church in the Purley Circuit

# Six years ago the Warlingham Church in the
o Purley Circuit had a V|S|on to provide outreach

youth group for 11 to 14-year-olds with a pro-
gramme varied on a regular basis to appeal to
both boys and girls. When the original young-
| sters outgrew the club, a separate group was set
“ up for older teenagers. The “Thursday Club” is
based upon the AIpha model of sharing a meal aatkalt now attracts more
than 20 older teenagers on a regular basis, somveah now serve as junior
leaders to the younger club.

Brian Sherrell said: “We are seeing young livearged as they hear the
gospel of Christ for themselves and make a persmrmamitment. As a result
we are now seeing teenagers who hadn't previousig ¢o church coming on
a Sunday morning and actively taking a leading bgl&elping to lead worship
through music and drama. We also now employ difu# youth worker.”

Email contact: Brian Sherrdirian-car@hotmail.co.uk

SERVICE - Church and village team up
From: Bramwell Methodist Church

Bramhall Methodist Church has come up WitISs fes
powerful fund-raising initiative to pay for im-
provements to its church buildings and help lo
retail businesses at the same time. The Buy
Bramhall scheme has engaged 41 retailers a
400-strong congregation in working together f& S
a better future. Organisers from the church hawedywed 2,000 “cheque
books” with a page for each retailer. The ideaischurch members, friends
and family to take the cheque book with them whespping and generate a 5
per cent contribution towards the Church Redevetgrrund. With this as a
motivation, shop owners are hoping to see an isergashopping Visits.
Janice Kennedy, who came up with the idea, saittkie response from
both the church and the shops had been territis.time for churches to be
practical in terms of connections with the commyhishe said. “Everyone
benefits. Our focus now is to get the cheque booksind in circulation



quickly and encourage as many as possible to gelved.”

James Day, of Beards Butchers, also welcomedctiense. “It's good for
the church and for the traders of Bramhall — we gile it maximum support,”
he said.

All participating retailers have been briefed @wtto administer the
scheme. Purchases have to be itemised in the mob&tamped as verification.
When a page has been completed (between 20 andi#0per retailer) the
cheque book user tears a page out and posts gdowe box in the church
building. Organisers will then recoup the 5 pert@anation from the retailers.

Bramhall’s Minister, the Rev. Leslie Newton, s#idt the idea was to be
applauded. “From every angle this scheme is abmathaunity building. In
raising funds we can make the church more accesgiblocal people and in
supporting local businesses we can ensure thattithoontinues to be a vi-
brant place to live and work.”

Restaurants, beauticians, hair salons, deligstrgreengrocers, butchers,
opticians, interior designers, book sellers, pepfiars, dry cleaners, fashion
outlets, car mechanics, computer repairers, flgospecialists and even estate
James Day, of Beards Butchers, also welcomed trense. “It's good for the
church and for the traders of Bramhall — we willegit maximum support,” he
said.

Email contact: Sue Soutsue@souterpr.co.uk

Contactburkek@methodistchurch.org.ifkyou have a story




Keeper of the Spring

The following story was a favourite otrees shed their leaves. Small branches
the late Rev Peter Marshall, who for snapped off and fell into the pools.
several years served as the chaplain@dwn in the village, they soon noticed
the US Senate. a slight yellowish-brown tint in the
water. Soon a slimy film covered sec-

An old man who lived near an Aus_é:)ns of the stream. The mill wheels

trian village high in the Alps was hireg entangled with twigs. Soon the
by his village council to clear away thganch of rotting vegetation in the wa-
debris from the pools of water high Up, 4rove away the swans and ducks
in the mountain crevices. These pools,| the tourists.

fed the spring that flowed through the |, 5 panic, the village council met.
town. So with faithful regularity, yearayickly they set off to visit the old

after year, the old man patrolled the man, and pleaded with him to keep the
pool, removed the leaves and -~ gpyring clean again. Within a few
branches, and wiped away the silt. \yeeks the village's 'river of life’ be-

In time the village became a popugan 1o clear up. The water ran pure
lar attraction. Swans and ducks 54 clear the birds returned, the mill

floated along the sparkling spring, thgheels turned, and even the tourists
mill wheels of various businesses came back.

turned day and night, farms were irri- - A q there leaves of anger, twigs of

gated, and the view of the spring frofagentment, or a silt of unforgiveness
restaurants was picturesque beyond ¢jooaing your spring of living water?

description. _ Just as little by little the stream be-
Then one evening the town councilyme contaminated by debris, so our
met to review the budget. Someone gyirits can become obstructed by the
queried the salary paid to the ObSCUregm | sing’ of daily life. Let's allow
keeper of the spring. Others joined - Keeper of the Spring to do his job
in: “He is a waste of money. Drop i, renewing and cleansing us, so that

him.” And so they did. _ we can ‘run free’ and bring blessing to
For several weeks, nothing others.

changed. Then in early autumn, the



The Ambo HoMmILY — J'™

‘A good name will shine for ever’ — Proverb dan >

What's in a name? Do you like the name(s) you wgeren by your

parents or the name acquired on marriage? Do sewne Christian name
(forename) in preference to another? Have you @vanged your name?
(hopefully no aliases!). Do you know what otheople think of you? — it
could be a salutary experience!

A recent newspaper article focussedasurvey published in thiurnal
of Personality and Social Psychologyhe heading said ‘I don’t get where | am
today by being nice’, referring to horrible bosaesl business people with bite.
Aggressive and disagreeable people tend to eare amat get to the top. Is
working really a case of “Every man for himselfs' the elephant said as he
danced among the chickens?

Whilst someAmboreaders are no longer in ‘the heat of the kitchleoiv
do they remember people they worked with or knewe@msiderate, moody,
two-faced, awful to deal withor, ‘Mr Nice Guy’, considerate, reliable, honest?
And how do the present generation of workers getitim people, both in and
out of work? Who would they nominate for a ‘nicesieaward (or the oppo-
site)? It's dangerous to judge but when some narementioned, mind im-
ages appear for good or ill!

How do Christians regard the use of Jesus’ nakivétist in common
speech it may be ranked with swear words, the s\dotous mind may be
searching for a life purpose and our fellows mayéarer to God than they
think? (Discuss!)

Charles Wesley expresses the Christian’s regardefsus’ name, which
is to be called upon in our daily prayers:

Jesus, the name high over, dfie name to sinners dear
John Newton firms up Christ’s attributes:
Jesus! My Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophdégd®i& King;
the Name which soothes sorrows, heals wounds anesdaway our fears;
Isaac Watts wrote:
all names are not good enough to describe our $&ayvio
A modern worship song:
Name above all names;

A good name will shine for ever!

David.

They do say ...Conscience may not stop your action, just theyangmt of it.




Puzzle Page

1 What word across makes nine words down?

O/B|R|A|B|A[B|I [A

EIEIDIT|(T|T|T|KJ|E

2 Each answer is of four letters, running clockwise from the number,
The letters in the top rows across will spell a sentence.

11 14 1617
10 | 12|13 | |15 |

1] Tribe 2] Expensive 3] Cans 4] Constructed 5] giped 6] Give up
7] Quiet 8] Kill 9] States opinion [6 letters] 18}ick 11] CD 12] Bowl
13] Shopping precinct 14] Invoice 15] Ship’s fldB] Wicked 17] Against.

Answers inside back cover

Join the monthly ‘Dee & John’ walks see pages 7+33.




Wordsearch

A whole new year stretches ahead of you. What are you going to
do with it? What changes do you want to make to your life this
year? What changes SHOULD you make in your life? What bad
habits are still dragging you down? This month’s word-search is about trans-
formation.

Start
Commence
Begin
Resolve
Become
Attempt
Aim
Dream
Work
Study
Diet
Exercise
Save
Earn
Improve
Detox
Abstain
Teetotal
Behave
Reform
Repent
Grow
Sanctify
Redeem
Transform Solution on page 38

They do say ...Don't be so full of yourself that you have no rotmswal-
low your pride.

The Bible says ...A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers hito
the presence of the gred@®roverbs 18:16.




Hope for 2012

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son  Wonderful Counsellor: He will

is given, and the government will be give us the wisdom we need, when we

on his shoulders. And he will be calleldave difficult decisions to make at

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, work or home, or in dealing with our

Everlasting Father, Prince of finances or future direction.

Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6) Mighty God: He will provide the
help and strength to face the difficult

. diagnosis, the family crisis or relation-
At the start of this New Year we areships’ breakdown, as we trust His plan

all aware of the uncertainties which Ve g purpose for our lives
face, especially in terms of our fi-

hances, jobs and economic prospectys o5 4 father cares for his children, so

We have to face the big questions of,, -an come to Him when we feel
life: What shall I do? Who can help  515ne or we are really struggling,

gwa(;’.;Who cares for me and what do kq\ying that He hears and will answer
; . our prayers.
_The familiar wo_rds of the prqphet Prince of PeaceHe has secured
Isaiah were also given by God ina o406 by His cross and resurrection,

time of political and economic uncer-anq 56 we can find in Him true accep-
tainty. The Assyrians had just con-
q

Everlasting Father. He cares for

) ance, forgiveness and peace for our
quered the northern kingdom of Isra ves, relationships and future.

fulfilling Isaiah’s Warnings to the peo-  therefore at the start of 2012, may
ple, who had turned their back on Gog\ joy be increased’ as for the people
and his ways. However, Isaiah also j, |saiah’s day. For only Jesus can

brings a word of hope, “The people 1y turn our sorrow into joy and save
walking in darkness have seen a greg from the vicious spiral of sin and
light'. For Isaiah, it felt as if the futuredeath_ Whatever the mess and mis-
had already arrived! However, after takes we have made over the past year,
700 years the promised child was fulyy4 can deal with them. With Him

filled in the birth of Jesus. For us, faCpoh qyr present and future are secure.
ing a New Year, He continues to be & s is ng pipe-dream, for ‘the zeal of

answer to both our needs and ques- yo | ORD Almighty will accomplish
tions: this.

The Bible says ...On coming to the house théthe Magi saw the chilg
and his mother Mary, and they bowed down and wppsd him.
Matthew 2:8







Worth much more than Gold

There are many people in our com- We should be thinking now about

. . : how we can use 2012 to assist our out-
munities who are interested in sport .oach into the local community, using
and, not surprisingly, many who havesport as a key to open a few more

no interest at all. Recognising, hOW- 4405 i you have some ideas, please
ever, that many young people and pass them on.

adults participate in team sports, and  afer the winter Olympics in Van-

the wide interest that sport generate%ouver, Canadian churches felt they'd

perhaps it is timely to turn our missed a chance to engage with their
thoughts towards 2012, whenthe ., munities. Now, with less than one

Olympic Games comes to the UK. 5. {o go, work is gearing up to en-

_As we strive to connect as a Churely; e chyrches here don't miss out too.
with all kinds of people in our local More Than Golds pulling together
communities, perhaps we should conepistians from across the UK now
sider how today we can use this 0pP@izt the countdown is underway.
tunity to engage with people. Converg, oy esman Peter Meadows said the
sations about sport can often lead t0 554ty is ‘much less about sport
opportunities for Christians to share than community engagement’ and he
their faith, perhaps through referencey,ggested churches could get involved
to well-known sports stars who are . \o,tting bunting up, showing hospi-
known to have a Christian faith. (3jity on the streets, and having drop-

Itis helpful to have a point of refery, contres. He added that the excite-
ence in our conversations and there

_ ) ent during the event would be ‘akin
no doubt, especially with both the 1, 3 month-long version of the Royal
Olympic Games and Paralympic wedding'.

Games being in this country, that Sport |, 3 tshell, it isn't a question of
of all kinds will be high on the agendgyether or not we are sporting people.
Various church denominations arqeg more about how we, as a Christian
sponsoring and supporting thdre -, iy, can use the big events of
Than Goldnitiative. It's worth having 5012 45 5 means of opening doors for

a look at thiir wetl)site the communication of the good news
www.morethangold.org.ukrhe or- ¢ ha Gospel.

ganisation will help churches to en-
gage with the Games.

They do say ...If you want a helping hand, there is one at the @fryour
arm.




Copyright - What's it all about?

| . that of other churches, schools, funeral
f, as a child, you spent ages on a prg- .

) T _ irectors and the like, composers and
ject, researching it and honing the  Jihof copyright owners are given a

words and pictures, you would be 5 rect amount of money for the use of
proud to call it your very own. Nobody ir \work.

else’s work would be the same and a So you can see that we are morally

that hard work would be justified. YOy 510ne legally, required to report all
would glow in the praise! You can seg,r copyright reproductions. There are
where this is going can't you? forms by the photocopier to be filled

A poet, author, songwriter or COM- i, anq they have advice on them as to
poser feels just the same way. We e cqrrect legal notice that should be

would scold a child for copying at  \itten on the bottom of each copy.
school but people are not so reluctanyqg it seems a nuisance but it should

to put a songbook or hymn book ontq,q 4 roytine procedure. This allows

the photocopier or scanner; or COpy & ¢ | to apportion our fee to the peo-

few pages from a book for a reading g that deserve it and shows we are
a drama; or even copy the CD of a acting within the law.

friend. - ., An added complication is that some
_ Thisis actually theft of someone’sgnq\yriters and/or copyright owners
ideas or intellectual property. The 44 not wish to be part of the CCLI

songwriters et al should be asked foraa:eement. John Rutter is a prime ex-

their permission, be acknowledged agfhhje and his publishers must be con-

also paid for use of their work. tacted directly. So, before anything is
Imagine trying to contact compoS-,g4qyced, if you have any doubts,

ers across the world to ask for opy ¢,niact me. | have a database of, alleg-

p'ermis_sion!' In 1988 Christian Copy-ed|y’ over 40,000 songs and hymns
right Licensing International (CCLI) \\hich can be looked up by title, au-

was established to solve this problemyo; or book. If the song you want to

as more churches had photocopiers o nrqqyce is not there we might not be

and recording equipment. We, as @ apia to copy it but | will do my best to
church, have licences with CCLI and ¢4 out.

should be reporting all photocopying You will have heard of songs being
and other methods of reproduction j, the pyblic Domain. This is when no

(such as projection) of words and Myzgtrictions of copyright exist because
sic and also of other books. We also 1,6 4,thor or songwriter has been dead
have permission to play pre-recorded,, 70 years. Public domain songs can
music and videos from various be reproduced, rearranged and the
Sources. words changed with no restrictions. Of
Once a year | have to reportto ¢4 rge the new arrangement or re-

CCLI all the photocopying and re- 4 4ing then becomes copyright to
cording. Using this information and



someone else! Thank you Cathy for clarifying things.

Out of interest the Authorised KingACE [Assoc. for Church Editors] is
James Bible has perpetual Crown always talking about copyright.
Copyright and James Barrie’s Peter  As shown on page 2 ofeach month’s
Pan, although it's copyright has ex- Newsletter, articles can only be copied
pired, perpetual royalties were given with my permission.
by an Act of Parliament to Great Or-  Frequently, you will hear quotes
mand Street Hospital. from The Amboon Somer Valley

Oh, and yes, you probably guessdé\l’'s Faithtime, but Julian always
This article is also subject to copy- asks me first - that's copyright on a
right... mine! local basis.

Cathy. Editor.

They do say ...You're only young once, but you can be immatureefeer.

The Bible says ...And having been warned in a dream not to go bag¢k t
Herod, they returned to their country by anotheteoMatthew 2:12.




News in Brief

Where the name ‘Jesus’ comes challenged and set aright the way in

from which the world handled all three of

T _ _ . these things. Since the eighth century,
he name Jesus is a transliteration §he magi have had the names

a name that occurs in several lan-  Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior.
guages. It is of Hebrew origin,

“Yehosua', or Joshua. Or there is theyid you wake up grumpy?
Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua'. In

Greek, it became * (I soQs), Beware — i you start your working
and in Latin it became ‘lesus’. day in a bad mood, it will affect how
The meaning of the name is much you can get done, and how well

‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh res- you can do it - for the rest of the day.

cues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’. No In a study it was found that a person’s

wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke ~ mood at the beginning of their day

1:26-33 told Mary to name her baby shapes the way they perceive events,

Jesus: “because he will save his pe&nd affects how they see their col-

ple from their sins”. leagues and their work. ‘Negative spi-
rals’ can do a lot of harm, warns busi-
ness management consultants at Ohio
State University.

Beware too rapid cartoons for

oung children...
Ons January we celebrate Epiphany g

- the visit of the wise men to the baby \écent tests have found that showing

Jesus. But who were these wise mef@ur year-old rapid-fire TV cartoons
No one knows for sure. Matthew calch as SpongeBob Squarepants can
them ‘Magi’, and that was the name ¢hake them less able to concentrate and
an ancient caste of a priestly kind frof®lve problems. After only a few min-
Persia. It wasn't until the third centutytes of watching a fast-paced cartoon,
that they were they called kings - by ¥oung children were mimicking the
church father, Tertullian. Another chaotic behaviour of the TV cartoon
church father, Origin, assumed thereCcharacters. Some of their actions be-
were three - to Correspond with the cCame over-excited and |||Oglca| On
gifts given. Later Christian interpretathe other hand, if they watched a less
tion came to understand gold as a syfignetic programme, or played a board
bol of wisdom and wealth, incense aggame, or simply sat drawing, they
Symbo| of Worship and sacrifice, andwere better able to concentrate, and
myrrh as a symbol of healing - and solve new problems.

even emba|ming_ Certain]y Jesus Researchers, from the University of



Virginia, said that too much frenzied ple even learn to value a commitment
action on the screen is compromisingo charity or kindness? They don't
young children’s ability to behave in dearn it in their home, they don’t learn
quiet, rational way. “Young children it in school, it's seen as soft. It's not
are beginning to learn how to behavewhat you're about. You're meant to
as well as how to learn. At school, stand up for your own individual per-
they have to behave properly, they sonality; make your way in the world.
need to sit at a table and eat properly, “Kindness, empathy, generosity,
they need to be respectful. All of thisare all in short supply. People used to
requires executive functions. If a chiléarn it from the churches. | learned it
has been watching TV that has handat Sunday school. Where do you learn
capped these abilities, we cannot exdit now? | don't know.” She adds:
pect the child to behave at their nornmf&®n the whole, our society is quite
level in everyday situations.” cruel. We care about money, we care
about fame, we care about success.”
How to reduce your pain

|t seems that laughter really is a gre:ilgII you need is love

medicine, if recent research at Oxford3etting along with your fellow work-
University is anything to go by. Re- ers can have long-term health benefits
searchers found that hearty laughingfor you, and can even increase your
with friends for 15 minutes a day wadife-span. According to research car-
enough to raise a person’s pain thregied out at Tel Aviv University, having
old by 10 per cent. Laughing makesa friendly work environment and a
us exhale several times in a row, positive relationship with your col-
which prompts the brain to release leagues can provide you with the vital
pain-killing chemicals known as en- emotional support you need for health.
dorphins.

Work emails over Christmas?

Where do children learn to be Okay, be honest: did you check your

kind? . ) .

office emails over the Christmas
| f there are young people in your lifepbreak? It seems that as many as 48
ask yourself this: where are they  per cent of us find it really hard to let
learning to be kind, compassionate, go while on holiday. Some of us say
and charitable towards others? Whevee want to keep up, and so reduce the
are these values set out as basic pringprkload on our return. Others of us

ples of human behaviour? say we love our job, and miss the of-
At home? In school? Dame fice. Still others of us simply worry
Joan Bakewell, 78, the former lest our job might have vanished in our

‘pensioners’ champion’, is not so sur@,bser_me...._. The poll was carried out
“These days, where would young pe®y TripAdvisor.






For The New Year:
More YOU time, less IT time ....

Now recent research in Missouri
has confirmed too much digital tech-

. ; nology is weakening family relation-
with and love. Advances in technol- %y g y

: ) , ships, leading to poorer eating habits,
ogy, combined with hectic schedulesy¢ physical activity, and lower aca-
have led to parents and children speg

: e ; 'mic results. So instead of snacking
ing less and less quality time with eagh¢. 1+ of the TV or PC why not eat
other. ;

as a family around a table occasion-
ally, and go out for a walk together?

M ake 2012 the year you spent a bit
more time with the people you live

Proofreading is a dying art, wouldn't you say?
These newspaper headlines didn't quite make it!

I
I
I
I
Man kills self before shooting wife and daughte I
Something went wrong in jet crash, expert says. :
Miners refuse to work after death. |
Juvenile court to try shooting defendant. I
War dims hope for peace. :
If strike isn't settled quickly, it may last bie. |
Cold wave linked to temperatures. |
Enfield (London) couple slain; police suspemtitide. :
Red tape holds up new bridges. |
10 New study of obesity looks for larger test grou |
11. Kids make nutritious snacks. |
12. Hospitals are sued by seven foot doctors. :
I

I

I

I

©oNOOA®WNPRE

We have to thank our newsletter proof-readers, &lan
Margaret, who would never allow the above mistakes!

The Bible says ...No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind hag con
ceived what God has prepared for those who love AiGorinthians 2:9.




All in the Month of January

600 years ago:- on T@an 1412 the against Hitler and the Axis powers.
Medici family were made the official years ago:- on $&Jan 1942 the

bankers of the Papacy. first American troops arrived in

250 years ago:- orf'4Jan 1762 the  Europe. 4508 soldiers from the34
Seven Years’ War began when Britaiimfantry Regiment docked in Belfast,
declared war on Spain and Naples. Northern Ireland.

150 years ago: - on @an 1862 Also 70 years ago:- on 29an 1942
Samual Colt, American firearms the BBC Radio 4 show ‘Desert Island
manufacturer who popularised the rebiscs’ was first broadcast. It is the
volver, died. world’s longest running weekly factual

100 years ago:- orf'lJan 1912 the radio programme.
Republic of China was officially es- 50 years ago:- on’lJan 1962 The
tablished. Beatles auditioned for Decca Records.

Also 100 years ago:- oi"@an 1912 FO’?dO”’ but were turned down as
the Boy Scout Association was guitar groups are on the way out'.
granted a Royal Charter, and becamd0 years ago:- onsJan 1972 US
established throughout the Common-President Richard Nixon announced
wealth. the programme to develop the space

Also 100 years ago:- ori"@an 1912 shuttle.

the African National Congress (ANC)AIso 40 years ago:- on 3@an 1972
was founded in South Africa. Bloody Sunday, - British paratroopers
9g9an 1912 opened fire on a civil rights demon-

- , Stration in Londonderry, Northern Ire-
British explorer Robert Falcon Scott - :
expedition reached the South Pole, bﬂ'{]d k'”'gg '13'(plus anothﬁr who died
discovered that Roald Amundsen’s ' er) and injuring many others.
Norwegian team had beaten them by30 years ago:- on {QJan 1982 the
over a month. lowest temperature ever recorded in

90 years ago:- on 1Jan 1922 14 England was taken. It was -26.1C at

year-old Leonard Thompson becameNewport, Shropshire. Scotland’s Igw-
st ever temperature was equalled: -

the first diabetes patient to be treate .
with insulin, at Toronto General Hos-cg7'20 at Braemar, Aberdeenshire.

pital, Canada. 25 years ago:- on fQJan 1987 Terry
Waite, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
special envoy in the Middle East, was
kidnapped in Beirut, Lebanon while on
peace mission to negotiate the re-
ase of hostages. (Released Nov '91]

Also 100 years ago:- on

70 years ago:- orfJan 1942 during
World War Il 26 countries signed the
Declaration of the United Nations
pledging to employ their full resource?e



Five little Pebbles

Five little pebbles lay in a brook,

Nobody passing cast even a look,

“What are we good for?” said one to another,
“Little or nothing I think”, said the other.
Wearing away, day after day,

It seemed that for ever those pebbles must stay.

If they had stood out in the crowd from the rest,

Or if they were cherished like eggs in a nest,

Or if they were big stones, built in a wall,

They'd feel more important, not useless and small.

But wait, little pebbles, rounded and clean,
There in your loneliness, lying unseen,
God has a future especially for you,

Five little pebbles, sturdy and true.

The five little pebbles hid in the brook,

Then David came down and gave them a look;
He picked them up carefully out of the sand,
The five little pebbles lay in his hand.

He heard there was fighting, not far away,
The five little pebbles entered the fray.

David put one of them into his sling,

In no time at all, the pebble went ‘Zing'.

Swift as an arrow, straight as a dart,

For all of that nation, the stone played its part.
Striking the giant, right on the head

And laying him low — a mighty man dead!

Those five pebbles, found in the brook

Are mentioned with honour in God’s holy book

Are you like those pebbles, lying quite low,

With not much to do and nowhere to go?

Then make sure you're ready, when God comes tq look
Remember He used the small stones in the brook.

From Ideas Forum of ACE.



Prayer & Poem

A Prayer for Wisdom to redeem the See, Amid the Winter's Snow
time

O Lord God of time and eternity, who See, amid the winter’'s snow
makes us creatures of time, that wheuots of cars that just won't go;
time is over, we may attain your It is not the drivers’ fault —
blessed eternity: With time, your gift, Councils have run out of salt!
give us also wisdom to redeem the Here, we sit the whole night long!
time, so our day of grace is not lost, Where have all the snowploughs

for our Lord Jesus’ sake. gone?

If we'd known we'd be delayed
A Dressing Prayer We'd perhaps have a brought a spade!
Bless to me, O God, my body and my
soul; Say, ye cheerful children, say
Bless to me, O God, belief, conditionWhy aren’t you in school today?
whole; ‘We are skating round and round
Bless to me, O God, my heart, my ‘Cos the heating’s broken down!
speaking too, ‘Yes, the heating’s gone beserk!
And bless to me, O God, the things nfiyilum has missed a day at work!
hands do; ‘Though she’s cross and seems on
And, O God of virtues, thine own wayedge,
be blest, ‘We can ride upon our sledge’
Till at the close of day | lie down to
rest. Sages on the weather show

From an ancient Celtic prayefaid the sun would surely glow,
And, said they, we may be sure
No Coming to God without Christ ~ Of a glorious day in store!
But they missed a detail, small
Good and great God! How should I And the snow did thickly fall!
fear But the met-men feel no shame —
To come to thee, if Christ not there! Their computer takes the blame!
Could I but think, he would not be
Present, to plead my cause for me; Solitude
To Hell I'd rather run, than | In thee we live; and every word
Would see thy face, and he not by. Of heaven is thine; blown free
By Robert Herrick 1591-1674 0 west, to east, the God unshrined
Is still discovering me.
Irrepressible poet Nigel Beeton, re- From a poem by Edward Dowden
membering the last two Januaries, 1843 — 1913
was inspired to write the following....



What children have to gggg Winter travel
say about angels A government warning

It's not easy to become an angel! Firsaid that anyone travelling in icy con-
you die. Then you go to Heaven, andditions should take: shovel, blankets,
then there's still the flight training to sleeping bag, scarf, hat and gloves, 24
go through. And then you got to agrebours supply of food and drink, de-

to wear those angel clothes. - age 9 icer, rock salt, torch, spare batteries,

Angels work for God and watch 0Verroad flares, reflective triangles, tow

- -rope, a five gallon petrol jerrycan, first
(Ellgz V\_/r;;ré%()d has to go do Someth'é kit, and jump leads. So, | looked a

complete pratt on the bus this morn-
My guardian angel helps me with  ing!
maths, but he's not much good for sci-

ence. - age 8 Moses revisited

Angels don't eat, but they drink milk Nine year old Joseph was asked by his

from holy cows. - age 6 mother what he had learned in Sunday
school. "Well, Mum, our teacher told

Foot in mouth us how God sent Moses behind enemy

The vet in a small town was also in  |ines on a rescue mission to lead the

charge of the Neighbourhood Watch ¢ jites out of Egypt. When he got to
Scheme. Late one night the phone the Red Sea, he had his engineers
rang, and his wife answered. An agi- ' 9

tated voice inquired, "Is your husban@Uild & pontoon bridge and all the peo-

there?" ple walked across safely. Then he radi-
"Do you require his services asoed headquarters for reinforcements.

a neighbourhood watch, or as a vet?They sent bombers to blow up the

she asked. "Both!" was the reply. "Wgiqge and all the Israelites were
can't get our dog's mouth open, and saved.”

there's an intruder in it." .
"Now, Joseph, is that really

The husband’s guide to household What your teacher taught you?" his
repairs mother asked, somewhat alarmed.

~Always take credit for miracles. If "Well, no, Mum. But if | told it
you dropped the alarm clock while  the way the teacher did, you'd never
taking it apart and it suddenly starts pgjieve it!"

working, you have repaired it.

~Regardless of what people say, kick-,

ing, pounding, and throwing some- L , ,
times DOES help. Considering all the lint you get in your

~If something looks level, it is level. drYer, if you kept drying your clothes
~If what you've done is stupid, but it would they eventually just disappear?

works, then it isn't stupid..
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There’s more than one meaning to Amb
It's also a Mini Coupé!

Dee spotted it on the wall of the Roman
Amphitheatre in Verona, Italy whilst
on holiday.

She had to photograph it! Thanks Dee.




Send a Cow

. they received goats, they decided to tell
M ost people Who read this r,]eWSIE_)tte[he World Food Programme that they
will be aware of ‘Send a Cow” and its , |onger wanted food aid: They found
purpose. But just in case ....... it demeaning. They wanted it to be

Send a Cow is'a local charity with i@ven to those who needed it.
UK headquarters in Newton St Loe near | identify with groups like Kholera

Bath. Founded by Christian farmers ina (4 as growing up, my family were

the South West, for 23 years it has SUpgy hoor and my parents struggled to
ported rural African families by prowd-pay school fees. It is only because my

ing livestock, seeds and training. Live-,5iher worked hard that the cycle of
stock is sourced from within Africa.

o overty was broken. There is a long
Thousands of families are now self suf: ay to go before Kholera Alala breaks

ficient, growing enough to feed them- ¢oq from poverty and reaches long last-
selves and to have a surplus to sell foring self-sufficiency. But members are
essentials. Children are educated, SO€iarmined to get there.

go on to start small businesses, some- Already when you visit, you see

times employing others. Afew have  piqnt heople talking enthusiastically.
even gone on to university. Find out They command respect in their commu-
more atwww.sendacow.org.ulor —  piry “They work really well together —
speak to Brian who represents SaC ing\k \org “alala” means ‘together’. For
N Methodist Church. _ example, they saved money by clubbing
The Impact of Send a Cow: a personal
view by Titus Sagali. Regional Coordina- together to buy one large tr_ee to make
tor for Send a Cow in Kenya. goat shelters. They got their goats last
“It would have been easy for the year, so a new chapter — of improved
Kholera Alala group in Kenya to have health and wealth — can begin.
sunk into a dependency culture. Many We've supported 2000 families in
neighbouring communities have done this region over the last 11 years. Work-
just that. There are few alternatives ining in partnership with Heifer Kenya, an
this very poor area: soils are tired, the American charity, we have shared our
climate is hot, and water is scarce. Leexpertise in livestock, social develop-
els of HIV are high, and levels of edu-ment and sustainable organic agricul-
cation and sanitation are low. ture. It's the combination of all three
But instead, this group, which com-elements that really sets us apart from
prises mainly women with HIV, many other charities working in this area. |
of them caring for orphans, began traiget such fulfiilment when | see a family
ing with Send a Cow. That opened theivho were living in a state of hopeless-
minds, helped them develop a vision diess and then begin Send a Cow’s train-
where they wanted to go. Just by charigg — it changes everything. — | feel |
ing the way they farmed, their crop  have contributed something to human-

yields rose up to six-fold. Even beforeity”.




Methodist Homes [MHA]
Church Caring for the Community

Recentl the notion of communit 0bers or volunteers. Onto the basic be-
y Y, friending scheme can be built a range

as some politicians now call The ¢ gy hnort and activity services ena-
Big Societf, has come to the fore in i3 high quality of life to be real-
thoughts about how we as a nation ;saq and sustained.

should live. This is of course not a An ageing population and its

completely new idea. John Wesley hal,jienges are deeply relevant to the

a much bigger vision when he saitl, “cprch in its community life and wit-

consider the whole world my Parish! o5 one of the marks of God's Spirit
But at the very least the politicians i, the lives of the early Church was

have made us as a_Church consider 4,y they loved God's people around
what our relationship should be t0 toyham Here is a challenge to do the
day’s challenges in our society. same, and to do it visibly with some of

One understanding, with a natype most vulnerable in our society!
ral resonance for Methodist Homes, is MHA can offer guidance, sup-

the recognition that our society is 89&s,rt and potential financial assistance
ing — ageing in terms of the proportio, |5c4| groups, and new literature is

of older people, as a percentage of thg 5ijaple, explaining Live at Home

population as awhole. . Schemes and their benefits.
Methodist Homes believes this If you wish to know more, or

is a timely challenge to the Church — 5.5 the possibility of a scheme, or

to consider how we will care for, SUpy,ant someone to talk to your church

port and encourage those in their lat%{bout Live at Home Schemes, contact
years. One MHA initiative is Live at ,ithar Rev Peter Mortlock on

Home Schemes. These are volunteeb796788234o

befriending schemes, often church- e ter mortlock113@btinternet.cpm
based, often ecumenical, but 0pen 10y~ ajison Slater on 07989 710617
the whole community either as MeM-zjison.slater@mha.org.uk

|[A new Sunday School teacher was having troublerathng her class an

| getting them to answer her questions. Feelingrfatest she said "l want |

| everyone in this class who thinks they're stupistémd up!" There was
I'silence for a full minute, then little Johnny stagal The teacher said, "S
Iyou think you're stupid, Johnny?" He replied, "fw,miss, but | hate to sqe

:you standing there all by yourself!" I



Teignmouth Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4SF
Tel. 01803 329333; www.brunelmanor.com; e-mailo@brunelmanor.com

A Special Call to Prayer.

Looking ahead to 2012, the trustees are committedritinuing to honour the
original intentions of the Woodlands House of Prapeist at Brunel Manor.
However, this high maintenance building presentsiterable challenges and,
in addition to ongoing maintenance expenses, welwarently having to re-
place a boiler and carry out essential fire safeiyk which together will cost
more than £10,000.

How might you help? Firstly, and most importantiye would ask you to
pray specifically that, as trustees, we will conéno know God's wisdom and
guidance.

Then, if the Lord leads you to contribute, plessed your donations/gifts to
the Trustees at Brunel Manor, specifying that fbiscarrying out these neces-
sary improvements. If you are a UK taxpayer, plasseGift Aid as this helps
us to maximise your gift.

There may be other ways you feel you can helpw@d encourage you
to tell your friends, family, work colleagues aritt@r churches or groups about
the Manor and encourage them to come. Some progeawents are men-
tioned on the website and, as others are confirmedyill put the information
on the website too. If you have any ideas of thieathings you would like to
see on the programme, let us know. addressinglgtiars to the Trustees at
the Manor.

The trustees are united in believing that, evahése difficult days of re-
cession, there is a future for the work here anBrianor. Please be assured
that we are doing all we can to raise additionaéneie as well. We want to see
the ministry to churches, groups and individualstitwe to develop but we
cannot do it m our own strength. We feel even ntloa¢ there is a need in these
days for people to find Peace, Hope, Rest andt8alifiRefreshment in this
special place. Our God is a faithful God and thstees continue to trust and
rely on Him.

There are still places for our church’s next weakaway - 30 Mar. - 1 Apr.
see October Ambo or ask Cyril if you are interdste
Theme: ‘Feed my Sheep’ based on concern re: phastatters in the church.



New Service

: . .. club on a Wednesday, sing-song with
M idsomer Norton will soon benefit a Fish & Chip lunch on a Friday, be-

from new services being developed Bienging, & sign posting to other ser-
Method.lst Homes to support older ices. They will be managed by the
people in their own homes and aHOW'community Services Manager at

ing them to keep their independence oy, ,rch Court and run by a dedicated
Methodist Homes (MHA) is a na- 1oom of volunteers.

tional charity which currently serves If you are interested in finding out
13,500 older people across the counity, e’ ahout the services, or volunteer-
and locally runs the sheltered housm%g to help run them, please contact
schemes at: Church Courtin Mid- 0 community Services Manager on
somer Norton, Willcox Close in Glas-01761 414927, by e-mail at

tonbu_ry, Derham Court in \_(atto_n andscheme.midsomer@mha.orq.cmk
the Live at Home scheme in W'ncan'write to The Community Services

ton. Manager, Church Court, Church Lane,

The proposed services planned fOg;iysomer Norton, Radstock, BA3
Midsomer Norton are a weekly lunch, Ay




And Finally

Many come to bring their clothes to church rath@ntthemselvesAnon
It was such a lovely day | thought it a pity to gpt -Somerset Maugham
Everywhere is within walking distance if you hahe time. -Steven Wright

| told my psychiatrist that everyone hates me. &ld swas being ridiculous -
everyone hasn't met me yetRedney Dangerfield

Remember that Triumph is just a little "umph" adtzdtry."

| still say a church steeple with a lightning radtop shows a lack of confi-
dence.

Make something idiot-proof and someone will makeeter idiot.

ThIS Newsletter (less personal details) is reproduced on our web site,
where photographs are usually reproduced in colour.
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THE CHURCH CENTRE is open Monday - Saturday 0900 - 1230
Tel. 01761 410450 Answerphone on at other times

Web-site at www.msnmcc.org
Address: High St., Midsomer Norton, Somerset. BA32 DR




Wed 11 1430
Sat 14 0830

CHURCH DIARY
Stewards’ Meeting in Minister’'s Vegstr
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship - St. John’s MN. B/fasBam

Sat 14 1700-2000 Church Party.

Wed 18
Sat 21 1330
Tue 24 1945
Fri 27 1900
Sun 29
FEBRUARY
Sat 4
Sun 12 1430
Thu 16 1430
Tue 21 1900
Sat 25 1000-1200
MARCH
Fri 2 1400
Thu 8 1930
Sat 10 1930
Sat 17 1200

Deadline for February’s Newsletter.

January Walk - meet at Church Centre.

‘Quiet Time’ at Holcombe - a short Bible based reftction
CAMEOQO Get-Together - Ham, Egg & Chips
Sunday Lunch for Church Project

Table Top Sale - time / details later
‘Singing the Faith’-chance to explore the new hymitook
WWDoP - Slide & Study Afternoon

Whit-Fun-Day Pancake Evening

Gift Day [in main hall].

WWDoP Service at Salvation Army M N.
SCENES - Church Editors’ Meeting at M N.

Concert by Fascinating Rhythm forr€Project
Whit-Fun-Day Lunch at M N

Activities & Events

Weekly activities are displayed in the Centre’s Reception area,
where posters for special events will be on the Noticeboard,
Details on a weekly notice sheet are also available there.

Sunday Worship

Morning Service - 10.30 am : Evening Worship - 6.00 pm
2nd Sundays - Gener8 9.30 am + Community Mini-bus
picks up less-abled friends for 10.30 service.

You are invited to join us at any time.




